2026 Bayside Local History Awards
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The Ron Rathbone OAM Major Prize Whayside
Council

Guidelines

Aim

The aim of the Bayside Local History Awards is to encourage and recognise outstanding
original research into Bayside’s history.

Entry Requirements

Entrants may submit a work on any aspect of the history of the Bayside Council area
including: its suburbs or places; its industries, organisations or businesses; its local schools
or churches; its clubs or societies; its natural features; its people or events.

Format

Entries maybe in written format in essay style; a referenced memoir; a recorded or filmed
oral history with written notes regarding the interviewee; or a filmed documentary.

Prize
The Ron Rathbone OAM Major Prize has a prize of $6,000.

The entries will be judged anonymously on individual merit. The judges have the discretion
to divide the prize money between entrants whose works they consider to be of equal merit.

The judges reserve the right to award no prize if they deem there are no entries of
sufficiently high quality.

The judges’ decision is final, and no correspondence will be entered into.

Conditions of Entry

1. Entrants must complete and sign an official entry form and lodge it together with their
entry. An entry in written form must be in Word or PDF format. Entries in audiovisual format
should be in MP4 format. Other standard formats will only be accepted after consultation
with a member of the Local History Team.

2. Entries must be in English.

3. All entries will be acknowledged upon receipt. It is the responsibility of the entrant to
ensure that his or her entry is properly submitted and received.

4. Only individuals, not organisations or societies, may enter; however, entries with joint
authors are permitted.



5. Copyright of any entry submitted remains with the author of the work at all times.

6. At the conclusion of the competition, entries may be placed in the Local History Collection
of Bayside Library Service and, if appropriate, may be placed on Bayside Council’s online
platforms.

7. Employees and/or contractors of Bayside Council are not eligible to enter.

Judging

Entries will be judged by a judging panel selected by Council. The judges will use the criteria
outlined below to judge the entries.

Judging Criteria
1. How closely the work relates to the history of the Bayside Council Local Government area.

Research may be submitted on any topic that is related to any part of the Bayside Council area. Bayside
covers all or parts of the suburbs of Arncliffe, Banksia, Banksmeadow, Bardwell Park, Bardwell Valley,
Bexley, Bexley North, Botany, Brighton-Le-Sands, Carlton, Daceyville, Dolls Point, Eastgardens,
Eastlakes, Hillsdale, Kingsgrove, Kogarah, Kyeemagh, Mascot, Monterey, Pagewood, Ramsgate,
Rockdale, Rosebery, Sandringham, Sans Souci, Turrella and Wolli Creek.

2. How much original historical research and consultation of primary and secondary sources
the work involves.

Entrants must submit an original piece of research. No papers previously published in journals or
submitted to the competition by the entrant will be accepted unless they have been revised and
formatted to comply with the Ron Rathbone Award Guidelines.

Note: If entrants have used Al software to assist with them, entrants should acknowledge this and state
which software was used and for what purpose.

3. How much new information, or how many new historical connections, historical insights or
interpretations that the work provides.

It is expected that an entry will be a significant piece of work that makes a genuine contribution to our
knowledge of the history of the Bayside Council area by providing new information or by offering a new

interpretation of existing historical knowledge.

4. How well the sources used are documented.

All written works submitted must be accurately referenced with either footnotes or endnotes, with a
consistent style of referencing such as the Chicago or the APA Style. A bibliography should also be
included. Audiovisual works should include reference details at the end or be submitted with a separate
written source list and/or bibliography.

5. The overall professional quality and style of the work.

Closing Date
All entries must be received by 5pm on Friday 18 September 2026.

Enquiries



For further information, please contact a member of the Local History Team by emailing
local _history@bayside.nsw.gov.au or visit www.bayside.nsw.gov.au/historyawards
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The Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historian Award — Junior (Yrs 5-6)
Guidelines

Aim
The aim of the Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historian Award is to encourage students to learn

about the history of the Bayside Council area and to develop their own research and writing
skills by submitting a work on Bayside’s local history.

Prize

The winner of the Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historian Award Junior Category will receive
$250.

The entries will be judged on individual merit. The judges have the discretion to divide the
prize money equally between entrants whose works they consider of equal merit. The judges
reserve the right to award no prize if they deem there are no entries of sufficiently high
quality. The judges’ decision is final, and no correspondence will be entered into.

Entry Requirements and Formats

Students are invited to submit a piece of work investigating a local Bayside story, place,
person or theme. The work should demonstrate basic historical research and storytelling
skills. Entries may be submitted in the following formats:

e Written (e.g., an essay, report or story)

e Visual (e.g., a poster photo essay or an illustrated timeline)

o Digital (e.g. video documentary or a filmed interview)

e Oral history (a recorded interview with a supporting explanation)

Written entries should be at least one page long. Audiovisual entries should be at least three
minutes long.

Conditions of Entry

1. The Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historian Award Junior Category is open to any NSW
primary school student enrolled in Years 5 to 6.
2. Emailed entries must be submitted together with a signed and completed entry form.

3. Written entries should be in Word or PDF format. Entries in audiovisual format should be
in MP4 format. Other standard formats will only be accepted after consultation with a
member of the Local History Team.

4. Students may work together to submit a joint entry.

5. At the conclusion of the competition, entries may be placed in the Local History
Collection of Bayside Library Service and, if appropriate, may be placed on Bayside
Council’s online platforms.

6. Itis the responsibility of the entrant to ensure that his or her entry is properly submitted
and received.



7. Entries may be included in a People’s Choice Award.

Judging

Entries will be judged by a judging panel selected by Council. The judges will use the criteria
outlined below to assess the entries

Judging Criteria

1. The work must relate to the Bayside Council area.

Note: Bayside covers all or part of the suburbs of Arncliffe, Banksia, Banksmeadow, Bardwell Park,
Bardwell Valley, Bexley, Bexley North, Botany, Brighton-Le-Sands, Carlton, Daceyville, Dolls Point,
Eastgardens, Eastlakes, Hillsdale, Kingsgrove, Kogarah, Kyeemagh, Mascot, Monterey, Pagewood,
Ramsgate, Rockdale, Rosebery, Sandringham, Sans Souci, Turrella and Wolli Creek.

2. The work should be the student’s own work written in their own words.

3. The work should use information found in at least one historical resource such as a
history book, a newspaper article, a magazine article, a photograph, or a reliable
website.

4. The work should contain a brief bibliography or footnote saying where information was
found (e.g., the name and author of a book used, or the web page details of any
information found online). For digital entries, source details should be included at the end
or in a separate document.

5. The overall quality of the work.

Closing date
All entries must be received by 5pm, Friday 18 September 2026.

Enquiries

For enquiries or further information, please contact a member of the Local History Team by
emailing local history@bayside.nsw.gov.au or visit www.bayside.nsw.gov.au/historyawards
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The Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historian Award — Intermediate ound

(Yrs 7-9)
Guidelines

Aim
The aim of the Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historian Award is to encourage students to learn

about the history of the Bayside Council area and to develop their own research and writing
skills by submitting a work on Bayside’s local history.

Prize

The winner of the Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historian Award Intermediate Category will
receive $500.

The entries will be judged on individual merit. The judges have the discretion to divide the
prize money equally between entrants whose works they consider of equal merit. The judges
reserve the right to award no prize if they deem there are no entries of sufficiently high
quality. The judges’ decision is final, and no correspondence will be entered into.

Entry Requirements and Formats

Students are invited to submit a piece of work investigating a local Bayside story, place,
person or theme. The work should demonstrate basic historical research and storytelling
skills. Entries may be submitted in the following formats:

e Written (e.g., an essay, report or biography)

e Visual (e.g., a poster photo essay or an illustrated timeline)

¢ Digital (e.g. a video documentary or a filmed oral history interview)
e Oral history (a recorded interview with a supporting explanation)

Written entries should be at least 1,000 words. Audiovisual entries should be at least five
minutes long.

Conditions of Entry

1. The Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historian Award Intermediate Category is open to any
NSW high school student enrolled in Years 7 to 9.
2. Emailed entries must be submitted together with a signed and completed entry form.

3. Written entries should be in Word or PDF format. Entries in audiovisual format should be
in MP4 format. Other standard formats will only be accepted after consultation with a
member of the Local History Team.

4. Students may work together to submit a joint entry.

5. At the conclusion of the competition, entries may be placed in the Local History
Collection of Bayside Library Service and, if appropriate, may be placed on Bayside
Council’s online platforms.



6. Itis the responsibility of the entrant to ensure that his or her entry is properly submitted
and received.
7. Entries may be included in a People’s Choice Award.

Judging

Entries will be judged by a judging panel selected by Council. The judges will use the criteria
outlined below to assess the entries

Judging Criteria
1. The work must relate to the Bayside Council area.

Note: Bayside covers all or part of the suburbs of Arncliffe, Banksia, Banksmeadow, Bardwell Park,
Bardwell Valley, Bexley, Bexley North, Botany, Brighton-Le-Sands, Carlton, Daceyville, Dolls Point,
Eastgardens, Eastlakes, Hillsdale, Kingsgrove, Kogarah, Kyeemagh, Mascot, Monterey, Pagewood,
Ramsgate, Rockdale, Rosebery, Sandringham, Sans Souci, Turrella and Wolli Creek.

2. The work should be the student’s own work; that is, based on their own research and
written in their own words. If Al software is used to help draft text, the student should
acknowledge this and state which software was used.

3. The work should be based on at least three different sources of information: for example,
books, newspaper articles, photographs, reliable websites and/or maps.

4. All sources of information need to be cited in a bibliography and/or in footnotes. For
digital entries, source details should be included at the end or provided in a separate
document.

5. The overall quality of the work.

Closing date
All entries must be received by 5pm, Friday 18 September 2026.

Enquiries

For enquiries or further information, please contact a member of the Local History Team by
emailing local history@bayside.nsw.gov.au or visit www.bayside.nsw.gov.au/historyawards




| 4

2026 Bayside Local History Awards St

The Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historian Award — Seniors (Yrs 10-12)
Guidelines

Aim
The aim of the Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historian Award is to encourage students to learn

about the history of the Bayside Council area and to develop their own research and writing
skills by submitting a work on Bayside’s local history.

Prize

The winner of the Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historians Award Seniors Category will receive
$750

The entries will be judged on individual merit. The judges have the discretion to divide the
prize money equally between entrants whose works they consider of equal merit. The judges
reserve the right to award no prize if they deem there are no entries of sufficiently high
quality. The judges’ decision is final, and no correspondence will be entered into.

Entry Requirements and Formats

Students are invited to submit a piece of work investigating a local Bayside story, place,
person or theme. The work should demonstrate basic historical research and storytelling
skills. Entries may be submitted in the following formats:

e Written (e.g., an essay, report or story)

e Visual (e.g., a poster photo essay or an illustrated timeline)

¢ Digital (e.g., a video documentary or a filmed interview)

e Oral history (a recorded interview with a supporting explanation)

Written entries should be at least 2,000 words. Audiovisual entries should be at least five
minutes long.

Conditions of Entry

1. The Dr Peter Orlovich Young Historian Award Seniors Category is open to any NSW
high school student enrolled in Years 10 to 12.
2. Emailed entries must be submitted together with a signed and completed entry form.

3. Written entries should be in Word or PDF format. Entries in audiovisual format should be
in MP4 format. Other standard formats will only be accepted after consultation with a
member of the Local History Team.

4. Students may work together to submit a joint entry.

5. At the conclusion of the competition, entries may be placed in the Local History
Collection of Bayside Library Service and, if appropriate, may be placed on Bayside
Council’s online platforms.

6. Itis the responsibility of the entrant to ensure that his or her entry is properly submitted
and received.

7. Entries may be included in a People’s Choice Award.



Judging

Entries will be judged by a judging panel selected by Council. The judges will use the criteria
outlined below to assess the entries

Judging Criteria
1. The work must relate entirely or substantially to the Bayside Council area.

Note: Bayside covers all or part of the suburbs of Arncliffe, Banksia, Banksmeadow, Bardwell Park,

Bardwell Valley, Bexley, Bexley North, Botany, Brighton-Le-Sands, Carlton, Daceyville, Dolls Point,

Eastgardens, Eastlakes, Hillsdale, Kingsgrove, Kogarah, Kyeemagh, Mascot, Monterey, Pagewood,
Ramsgate, Rockdale, Rosebery, Sandringham, Sans Souci, Turrella and Wolli Creek.

2. The work should be the student’s own work; that is, based on their own research and
written in their own words. If Al software is used to help draft text, the student should
acknowledge this and state which software was used.

3. The work should be based on at least four different sources of information: for example,
books, newspaper articles, photographs, reliable websites/online databases and/or
maps.

4. All sources of information must be cited in a bibliography and/or in footnotes. For digital
entries, source details should be included at the end or provided in a separate document.

5. The overall quality of the work.

Closing date
All entries must be received by 5pm, Friday 18 September 2026.

Enquiries

For enquiries or further information, please contact a member of the Local History Team by
emailing local history@bayside.nsw.gov.au or visit www.bayside.nsw.gov.au/historyawards
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