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Cover photo: Australian War Memorial photo E01465.  

Officers of the 34th Battalion at Meteren, France, 12 January 1918, showing Lt 
Reuben Parkes of Kingsgrove standing extreme left, killed in action 30 March 1918.  
Seven of these officers were killed in 1918. 

  



 
 

2 
 

Kingsgrove Honor Roll: a biographical record 

 

 

The Kingsgrove Honor Roll (pictured above) is reproduced on p84 of Ron Hill and 
Brian Madden’s book, Kingsgrove the First 200 Years. 

It took the form of a painted sign board displayed on the wall of the Stoney Creek 
Road frontage of Kingsgrove Public School. It was sponsored by the school’s 
Parents’ & Citizens’ Committee and was unveiled on 9 August 1919 by long-serving 
Bexley Alderman and P & C President Charles Amey Howard.1  C A Howard was 
well known in the area, and earned the name of ‘the father of Bexley’.  The board 
was made by Charles Howard’s son, William Henry Howard.2 

At an unspecified later date it was moved to a wall under the school verandah but it 
has long since disappeared.  The photo in Hill and Madden’s book (published in 
2004) appears to be the only surviving visual evidence of the board’s existence.  Hill 
and Madden do not state when the photo was taken or by whom. 

 
1 Propeller 22 August 1919, p3.   
2 Propeller 1 August 1919, p4.  This report stated that 53 names were on the board.  Possibly the 54th name 
was added after the newspaper report. 
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Hill and Madden speculated that “The Honor Roll’s modest nature compared to the 
others we see around the country may be due to Kingsgrove’s lack of community 
identity, being at the edges of three municipalities and more established suburbs that 
would commemorate their heroes in more impressive, substantial and lasting form.”3  
They note that none of the men listed would have attended Kingsgrove School, 
which had only opened on 18 May 1918. 

The photo shows 54 names on the board, of whom seventeen (eighteen, if R 
Finlayson is taken to be Ronald Finlayson) were fatalities; at least two of the men 
died of war-related causes some time after the end of the war.   

In a further imaginative mark of remembrance, around the school grounds a 
numbered tree was planted for each man who served, the board recording which 
number of tree was planted for which soldier.  It is not known whether any of the 
existing trees at the school are old enough to be those planted over a century ago. 

The school had been lacking a bell, and a ‘Peace Gift Memorial Bell’ was also 
unveiled on the day.  Mr Thomas Smithson, proprietor of the nearby Smithson’s 
Wine Lodge, provided a brass tablet naming the bell.4 

The Honor Roll took a generous interpretation of Kingsgrove connection, and 
residence in the wider district appears to have been enough for qualification, 
however temporary it may have been.  In some cases not even that - in the example 
of the Finlayson brothers, being related to a Kingsgrove resident was enough to 
permit their inclusion.  Or in the case of Fred Townsend and Ted Watts, both were 
married to girls from the Smithson family, well-known locally for their ownership of 
Smithson’s Wine Lodge.  Kingsgrove’s existence as a suburb in its own right was still 
somewhat tenuous, and on their war service records, the men tended to state their 
place of residence as Bexley rather than Kingsgrove. 

At least three of the men have stronger connections to the Hill End area - E Nattrass, 
thought to be Edgar Thomas Nattrass, along with Edward Macryannis and Russell 
Hodge.  It appears that these three men came to Sydney together and boarded at 
Bexley while they were studying, prior to enlisting.   

The installation of the board gave relatives a place to reflect, even if their connection 
to the area was very recent.  The Bennett brothers, for example, were otherwise 
connected to the Orange area, but their parents purchased Pembroke Cottage, 
Kingsgrove in circa 1918. 

The identity of some of the servicemen remains unclear.  M and R Finlayson are 
likely brothers Ronald Berry Finlayson and Malcolm Finlayson, who enlisted from 
Wollongong, but if so, it is not evident what their connection to Kingsgrove may have 
been.  It is speculated that they were descendants of Donald Finlayson, an early 

 
3 Hill, Ron and Madden, Brian Kingsgrove the First 200 Years p83. 
4 Propeller 1 August 1919, p4. 
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resident of Kingsgrove.  Ronald, a 2nd Lieutenant, was killed in action in 1916.  
Malcolm was a medical officer. 

In a few cases the identity of a soldier could not be confirmed, or his connection to 
Kingsgrove.  S Tanner may be Sidney Edward Tanner, 3314, but his connection to 
the Kingsgrove area is not clear; or Francis Sydney Tanner, 6983, no clearer.  E 
Parker may be 1751 Edmund Parker or 17207 Ernest Parker, but neither of them 
has a clear connection to Kingsgrove. R S Howard, whose identity cannot be 
confirmed from war service records, may have a connection to Alderman Charles 
Howard or W H Howard.  Note that both Albert Laughton and David Laughton were 
sons-in-law of W H Howard. 

Edward J Parmenter was the brother of Albert Parmenter, and reportedly served on 
HMAS Melbourne, but for some reason his navy war service record has not been 
digitised.   

The name of Edward Macryannis is mis-spelled, and the forename initials of William 
Haddock and Charles Burt are not recorded on the board, perhaps suggesting that 
they were not well-known in the district. 

It is worth emphasising that for the majority of those listed on the Kingsgrove Honor 
Roll, it was the only local memorial to honour their service, though of course those 
who gave their lives were remembered at the Australian War Memorial and at 
memorials overseas, such as at Villers-Bretonneux. Somewhat surprisingly, only two 
of the men can be found on the Rockdale Municipal Roll of Honour (Lesmore 
Haddan and George Guthrie).  The inference might be that Kingsgrove locals did not 
strongly identify with Rockdale municipality.  Alternatively, it might have been felt that 
having been commemorated at Kingsgrove, there was no necessity to be 
commemorated on the later (1921) Rockdale roll.  Similarly, the impressive 
Canterbury’s Boys, produced by the Canterbury and District Historical Society with 
the aim of listing all those connected with the Canterbury District who served, names 
only three men on the Kingsgrove Honor Roll as having Canterbury connections – 
Reuben Parkes, Thomas Forrester, and James Gore, and a fourth, Walter Forrester, 
who though eligible was not included on the Kingsgrove memorial 

Of those commemorated on other memorials in the district and beyond, Henry 
Francis Perry, was listed on Hurstville War Memorial.  Albert Osborne Parmenter 
was honoured by a stained glass window in St George’s Church, Hurstville.  Walter 
Garnet Bennett was listed on Orange War Memorial.   

A wooden Honor Roll exposed to the elements could not have been expected to last 
indefinitely, but it is regrettable that when it began to deteriorate a place was not 
found to display it indoors, either at the school or at other premises in the Kingsgrove 
area, such as Kingsgrove RSL. 
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Name (fatality in red) Service number Tree number 

   
Bedford, Arthur 3022              16 
Bedford, Leslie Sydney 5252              15 
Bedford, Percival Page  2882              17 
Bennett, Joseph Victor 2563               32 
Bennett, Walter Garnet 6706               31 
Burt, Charles Henry 134               38 
Castley, Francis William 2593               40 
Coyle, William 5315     43 
Daley, Joseph Church 2824 53 
Deaman, Hughie Ernest 21735 51 
Ferguson, Arthur Bruce 5367 37 
Finlayson, Malcolm Doctor 50 
Finlayson, Ronald Berry Lieutenant 49 
Forrester, Thomas James 1082 45 
Gately, George William Nelson 2855 6 
Gore, Charles  850 29 
Gore, James 391 30 
Groom, Charles William 11591 47 
Guthrie, George 6290 20 
Haddan, Francis Cuthbert Lieutenant 19 
Haddan, Lesmore Clyde 3058 18 
Haddock, William Frederick 92 36 
Hodge, Russell Frederick 514 5 
Howard, R S  7 
Laughton, Albert Edward 32046 11 
Laughton, David 32039 10 
Lundy, Clarence Robert Collie 29 4 
Macryannis, Edward Basil 
Claude 5050A 39 
McClymont, Alexander Thomas 1564 33 
Nattrass, E[dgar Thomas] 4821 21 
O'Donnell, John 2634 54 
Parker, E  12 
Parkes, Cecil 3486 28 
Parkes, Frederick Vivian 3700 27 
Parkes, Harold Absalom 2056 42 
Parkes, Leslie Sidney 5756 25 
Parkes, Reuben 2nd Lt 44 
Parkes, Roy Horace 657 26 
Parmenter, Albert Osborne 964 8 
Parmenter, Edward  9 
Part, Richard Childs 6301 34 
Perry, Henry Francis 6164 23 
Shaw, Charles Henry 4050 35 
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Shopland, Henry James 20294 52 
Sinclair, George Albert 7332 41 
Stevenson, Herbert James 
Stanley 749 48 
Tanner, S  46 
Townsend, Frederick 2732 13 
Townsend, Percy Leslie 1336 14 
Wallace, William George 9436 3 
Watts, Albert Edward 5783 2 
Weston, Joshua Buckley 6177 24 
Wilmot, William David Henry 7016 1 
Youdan, Thomas George 5788 22 
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Bedford, Arthur, 3022A 

  
                              Extract from Darlinghurst Gaol Admissions Book 1914 

 
Arthur Bedford was born at Brisbane, Queensland on 17 December 1891, son of 
Leslie and Mabel Bedford, and the eldest of five brothers.   

He was a clerk with the Sydney and Melbourne Publishing Company.  In January 
1914, he was sentenced to twelve months’ imprisonment in Darlinghurst Gaol for 
embezzlement from the firm.  

He was married to Alice Burch in 1915. They lived at Woollahra. 

Arthur enlisted in August 1915 (answering ‘no’ to the question ‘Have you ever been 
convicted by the Civil Power?’) and served initially in the 20th Battalion, before being 
transferred to the 14th Australian Field Ambulance. 

He was wounded in action in the thigh on 23 March 1918.  After recuperation he 
returned to Australia.  Two of his brothers also served. 

He died in Victoria in 1973. 

His connection with the Bexley/Kingsgrove area is unclear, but his brother Percival 
(below) was born at Kogarah in 1895, and two younger brothers were born at 
Hurstville in the early 1900s. 
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Bedford, Leslie Sydney, 5252 

 
Photo courtesy of Northern Beaches Libraries 

 
Leslie Bedford was born in 1893 at Enmore, Sydney, son of Leslie and Mabel 
Bedford.5  His mother later lived at Manly.  

He enlisted on 9 June 1915 and embarked from Melbourne.  He served at Gallipoli 
and Tunisia as a Driver with the 1st Brigade Australian Field Artillery, then was 
posted to France, arriving on 27 March 1916.  He was killed in action on the Somme 
on 31 October 1916, aged 22. 

He is commemorated at Bulls Road Cemetery, Flers, France, and at Manly War 
Memorial. 

His connection to Kingsgrove is unclear, but his brother Percival (below) was born at 
Kogarah in 1895, and two younger brothers were born at Hurstville in the early 
1900s. 

 

 

 
 

5 NSW BDM 26779/1893. 
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Bedford, Percival Page, 2882 

 

Percival Page Bedford was born at Kogarah on 19 November 1895, the son of Leslie 
and Mabel (nee Page) Bedford.6 

He was a farm hand, and at time of enlisting, gave his mother’s address at Manly, 
Sydney. 

He enlisted on 27 January 1916, and served with the 31st Battalion in France and 
Belgium.  He attained the rank of Temporary Company Quarter Master Sergeant.   

His brother Leslie was killed in action on 4 November 1916. 

In 1927 Percival married Mona King at Waverley.7 

After the war he became a stock and station agent at Rankins Springs, NSW.  He 
died there in 1936.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6 NSW BDM 33099/1895. 
7 NSW BDM 8921/1927. 
8 West Wyalong Advocate 13 October 1936, p1; NSW BDM 42105/1936. 



 
 

10 
 

Bennett, Joseph Victor, 2563 

 
Millthorpe MUIOFF Roll of Honour 

 

Joseph Victor Bennett, known as Vic, was born at Orange, NSW, in 1894, son of 
Walter James and Ellen Bennett.9  He attended Millthorpe Public School.  He was a 
grocer prior to enlisting. 

He enlisted on 5 July 1915, aged 21 and four months, and served with the 19th 
Battalion, attaining the rank of Temporary Company Quarter Master Sergeant. 

He was wounded in the leg by a bomb on 29 September 1916, and treated for his 
wounds in hospital in England. 

He returned to Australia in May 1919, and was living at his parents’ home at 
Pembroke, Stoney Creek Road, Kingsgrove later that year.   

Joseph married Mildred Worboys in 192010, and they had two children.  His brother 
Jack played first grade for St George in the 1920s.11 

Joseph later returned to live in Millthorpe, resuming his former trade of grocer.  On 
his retirement in 1950, he was presented with an illuminated address by the people 
of that town.  He was a long-serving secretary of Lyndhurst Shire Progress 
Association.12 

He died on 7 July 1965.13 

He and his brother Garnet are commemorated on the Millthorpe MUIOOF Roll of 
Honour (above). 

  

 
9 NSW BDM 25435/1894. 
10 Wellington Times 9 February 1920, p4; NSW BDM 4707/1920. 
11 Orange Leader 25 June 1928, p1. 
12 Lyndhurst Shire Chronicle 5 April 1950, p1. 
13 NSW BDM 24209/1965. 
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Bennett, Walter Garnet, 6706 

 

Born in Orange in 1885, Walter Garnett Bennett (‘Garn’) was the second son of 
Millthorpe newsagent and storekeeper Walter James Bennett and his wife Ellen 
Selina (nee Barnes).14 

Walter was educated at Millthorpe Public School. He later worked as a bookkeeper 
and volunteered at the Methodist Sunday School.  His parents retired to Pembroke, 
Stoney Creek Road, Kingsgrove. 

On 2 August 1916 Walter enlisted. In late October Millthorpe residents gathered at 
the Methodist Church to farewell Walter. He was presented with a shaving kit and a 
pocket bible. 

He embarked on HMAT SS Port Nicholson in Sydney on 8 November 1916, and 
disembarked in Devonport on 10 January 1917. He spent twelve months undertaking 
further training in England. 

In early March 1918 Private Bennett proceeded to France and was taken on strength 
with the 1st Battalion. Walter survived just one month on the Western Front; he was 
killed in action on 16 April 1918. 

Walter Garnett Bennett is commemorated on the Methodist Church Orange Honour 
Roll, the Millthorpe Methodist Church Roll of Honour, the Manchester Unity 
Oddfellows Millthorpe Roll of Honour, the World War I Roll of Honour on the 
southern face of the Orange Cenotaph.  

In 1923 the Anzac Memorial Avenue of trees was planted along Bathurst Road to 
commemorate fallen WWI soldiers. A tree was planted in honour of “Pte W Bennett”; 
presumably Walter. Very few of the trees are still standing today. 

Walter’s older brother Joseph Victor Bennett also served in WWI; he returned to 
Australia in June 1919. 

  

 
14 NSW BDM 35320/1895. 
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Burt, Charles Henry, 4050 

 
Hurstville Pictorial Roll of Honour 

 
Charles Henry Burt was born at Ryde, Isle of Wight, England in 1873, son of James 
and Marianne Burt.   

He was a carpenter, living at Westfield, Croydon Road, Hurstville, when he enlisted 
in February 1917.  He was 43, and over-age.  

He served as a Private in the 1st Pioneer Battalion, serving in France from May 1918 
onwards.  He returned to Australia on the Persic in July 1919. 

He lived latterly at 141 Connells Point Road, where he died in March 1937.15 

  

 
15 Sydney Morning Herald 8 March 1937, p7; NSW BDM 5713/1937. 
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Castley, Francis William, 2593 

 
Australian War Memorial photo PO8624.240 

 
 
Francis (Frank) William Castley was born in Sydney in 1886, son of Elias and Rachel 
Castley.16  Frank was a member of the Rockdale Rifle Club.   

He was a carpenter prior to enlisting. “As soon as he had erected a cottage for his 
aged father he enlisted.”  At the time he enlisted, his father lived at Elizabeth Street, 
Bexley.17   

On 11 October 1915 he married Miss Annie Stanmore (known as Queenie) at 
Auburn18. 

Frank embarked from Sydney aboard HMAT Euripides (A14) on 2 November 1915 
and served in France with the 19th (later 4th) Battalion AIF.  He was killed in action in 
a dug-out behind Pozieres Village, France on 23 July 1916, aged 23.  

He has no known grave and is commemorated on the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, 
France.  His photo (above) appeared in the Sydney Mail 6 September 1916, p25.  In 
1917 his widow placed an In Memoriam notice which read: “I think of his life, a duty 
done/ Noble, unselfish and brave.”19 

 
 

16 NSW BDM 3361/1886. 
17 Sydney Morning Herald 25 August 1916, p8. 
18 NSW BDM 17798/1915; Sydney Morning Herald 19 February 1916, p16. 
19 Sydney Morning Herald 26 July 1917, p6. 
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Coyle, William, 5315 

 

William Coyle was born at Deniliquin in 1881, son of Patrick and Sarah Coyle.20  He 
was a labourer, living at Stoney Creek Road, Hurstville, when he enlisted in March 
1916 aged 34. 

His father, Patrick John Coyle, lived at ‘Kelvin Grove’, Bexley, for thirty years prior to 
his death in 1922.21 

William served with the 20th Battalion, attaining the rank of Lance-Corporal.  He was 
wounded in the face on 27 April 1918, affecting his eyesight.  After treatment at 
hospital in England, he returned to Australia in November 1918. 

He died on 29 December 1951.22  

 
20 NSW BDM 21865/1881. 
21 Propeller 28 April 1922, p7. 
22 NSW BDM 3369/1952. 
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Daley, Joseph Church, 2824 

 

Joseph Church Daley was born in the St George area in 189523, only son of Joseph 
and Agnes Daley, of Aliceville, Mimosa Street, Bexley.  His father was a wharf 
labourer at Pyrmont. 

Joseph was a clerk prior to enlisting in July 1915.  He was taller than the average, 
6’2”. 

He served with the 56th Battalion in France and Belgium, attaining the rank of 
Sergeant.  He was wounded in action by a shell fired from an Allied gun, at Polygon 
Wood, Belgium and died of wounds on 30 September 1917. 

A comrade recorded that he was ‘very smart and well-liked’. 

  

 
23 NSW BDM 18816/1895. 
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Deaman, Hughie Ernest, 21735 

 

Hughie Ernest Deaman was born on 14 April 1883, son of Thomas and Lucy (nee 
Milgate) Deaman.24  The family later lived at Stoney Creek Road, Hurstville. 

Hughie became a blacksmith, working for a firm in Newtown. 

He enlisted in November 1917 and served as a Sapper with 1st Army Troops 
Company Engineers. 

He returned to Australia in July 1919.  He married Frederica Beal at Hurstville on 2 
October 1920,25 and they had two children. 

He became a demolition contractor after the war with premises in Newtown.  He 
lived latterly at Katoomba, and died there in 1976.26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

24 NSW BDM 7020/1883. 
25 NSW BDM 16245/1920. 
26 NSW BDM 14302/1976. 
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Ferguson, Arthur Bruce, 5367 

 

Arthur Bruce Ferguson was born at Camden in 1889, son of Francis and Annie 
Ferguson.27  His father had the well-known nurseryman’s business, F Ferguson and 
Son at the corner of Croydon Road and Stoney Creek Road, Hurstville. 

His family lived at Hillside, Villiers Street, Bexley. 

Arthur was an accountant by profession. 

He enlisted in January 1916, aged 26, and served with the 20th Battalion, attaining 
the rank of Temporary Company Quarter Master Sergeant. 

He was wounded in action on 3 May 1917. 

He returned to Australia in March 1919.  He married Flora McLeod of Cluny Brae, 
Bexley, at Hurstville in 1919.28  She was a former member of the Bexley Voluntary 
Aid Detachment.29 

He became a nurseryman at Arncliffe after the war.  After his wife’s death, he 
remarried.  He died on 11 August 1949.30 

  

 
27 NSW BDM 16661/1889. 
28 NSW BDM 8512/1919. 
29 Sunday Times 21 September 1919, p17. 
30 NSW BDM 17201/1949. 
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Finlayson, Malcolm 

 
Sydney Mail 20 December 1916, p13 

 
Malcolm Finlayson was born in Wollongong in 1893, son of Robert and Clara 
Finlayson,31 and studied medicine at Sydney University. 

At enlistment he was single, 23 years old, and was a member of the medical staff of 
Prince Alfred Hospital, NSW.  Malcolm served as medical officer in army camps 
before he embarked from Sydney on RMS Orsova as a medical practitioner, General 
Reinforcements on 29 July 1916. 

Malcolm arrived in England on 14 September 1916 and was sent to France where he 
joined 2nd Australian General Hospital on 23 September 1916.  On 12 October 1916 
he was attached to 59th Battalion. 

He was wounded in action on 22 November 1916 and evacuated to hospital for 
treatment of gunshot wounds to his arm and back. He was wounded a second time 
on 24 September 1917 but remained on duty. 

Malcolm was recommended for a Mention in Despatches on 3 March 1918. 

On 12th April 1918 he was posted to 5th Pioneer Battalion for service.  When the war 
ended he was granted six months’ leave, from 15 May 1919 until 15 November 
1919, to work in a hospital in Bradford, England. 

He returned to Australia and discharged from the AIF on 5 March 1920.  On 7 May 
1938 he married Jean Stevenson in Bathurst, NSW.32 

Malcolm died in 1976.33 

Malcolm's brother, Lieutenant Ronald Berry Finlayson was killed in action in 1916.  
Their connection to Kingsgrove is unclear. 

 
31 NSW BDM 39318/1893. 
32 NSW BDM 7327/1938. 
33 NSW BDM 22212/1976. 
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Finlayson, Lt Ronald Berry 

 
Bank of New South Wales Roll of Honour 

 
Ronald Berry Finlayson was born in Wollongong on 6 March 1890, son of Robert 
and Mrs C Finlayson.34  He was educated at Wollongong Public School and Sydney 
Grammar School.  He became a bank official with the Bank of New South Wales, 
and was assistant bank manager at Rockdale 1912-13, before working at Head 
Office. 

He enlisted on 29 October 1915 and was appointed 2nd Lieutenant in the 1st 
Battalion.  He embarked from Australia in April 1916. 

He saw service at Fleurbaix, the Battle of Pozieres and Ypres.  He was promoted to 
Lieutenant on 1 September 1916.  He acted as intelligence and bombing officer for 
his unit.  He was killed in action on 5 November 1916. 

He is buried at Bancourt British Cemetery, Flers, France, Plot X, Row C, Grave 16. 

Australian War Memorial has a collection of extracts made from his letters home.  
His brother Malcolm also served.  

 
34 NSW BDM 37907/1890. 
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Forrester, Thomas James, 1082 

 

Thomas (Tom) James Forrester was born at Belmore in 1895, eldest of five children 
of James and Alice (nee Howard) Forrester.35  The family lived at Moorefields Road, 
Belmore, but his mother’s parents lived at Croydon Road, Kingsgrove.  He attended 
Moorefield Public School. 

He became a bricklayer. 

He enlisted in May 1915, aged 19, and became a Driver with the 19th Battalion. 

He died of pneumonic influenza in France on 9 November 1918, two days before the 
end of the war.   

A memorial headstone was erected in his honour in Moorefields Cemetery. 

There is a photograph of Tom in Canterbury’s Boys, p233.  His uncle Walter 
Forrester, also from Moorefields Road, served as no 7118, and would have been 
eligible for inclusion on the Kingsgrove Honor Roll, but for some reason was not.  
Walter enlisted on 10 November 1916 and was wounded in action on 17 July 1917.  
He survived the war and married in 1939. 

  

 
35 NSW BDM 33094/1895. 
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Gately, George William Nelson, 2855 

 

George Gately was born at Camperdown, son of William and Emily (nee Nelson) 
Gately in 1886.36  His parents lived at Bexley from the 1890s onwards. 

George became a mason, serving his apprenticeship with Bowers of Sydney. 

He was married to Mary White on 26 March 1913, and they lived at Arthur Street, 
Moore Park. 

Aged 30, he enlisted in May 1916 and served as a Private with the 1st Battalion 
Pioneers, then the 5th Divisional Service Column. 

He returned to Australia in July 1919. 

In the 1920s he was active in the Provincial Grand Black Chapter Masonic Lodge. 

He died on 25 June 1940.37  

 
36 NSW BDM 8273/1886. 
37 NSW BDM 7755/1940 
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Gore, Charles [Arran], 850 

 

Charles Arran Gore was born in 1864 in Delhi, India into a military family; he was a 
great-grandson of the 2nd Earl of Arran. He arrived in Australia sometime before 
1888. 

He married Emily Nicholls, in Wagga Wagga, NSW in 188838 and they were living at 
Wollongong, NSW, when their son, James, was born.  They had seven children in 
all.  By 1900 they were living in the Hurstville area. 

At enlistment Charles was 50 years old, worked as a labourer and had served five 
years with NSW Artillery.  The family were living at Staples Street, Bexley. 

Charles embarked on SS Te Anau with 4th Tropical Force, F Company, on 20th 
November 1915. On 13th November 1916, he was promoted to Lance 
Corporal.  Serving in Rabaul, Papua New Guinea, he received word his son Corporal 
James Arran Gore (below) had been killed in action at Messines on 13th June 1917. 

On 1st March 1918, Charles was promoted to Corporal. 

He was returned to Australia, and discharged medically unfit, on 27th October 1918. 

In 1922, Charles died in tragic circumstances. Coroner’s evidence stated that he lay 
on railway tracks at Kogarah Station and was hit by a funeral train. He had told a 
witness that the funeral was for his business partner, returned soldier Robert 
Stewart.39 

Charles was taken to hospital, but died later that day.40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
38 NSW BDM 6180/1888. 
39 Propeller 7 April 1922, p4. 
40 NSW BDM 6990/1922. 
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Gore, James [Harold Arran], 391 

 
Illawarra Remembers website 

 

James Arran Gore was born in Wollongong, NSW on 25 April 1893, son of Charles 
and Emily Gore.41  His family lived in the Hurstville area in the 1900s. 

At enlistment in 1914 he was single, 24 years old, and worked as a butcher. 

James embarked from Sydney on HMAT A38 Ulysses with Headquarters Company, 
13th Battalion on 22nd December 1914.   He arrived in Egypt and saw service at 
Gallipoli with 13th Battalion until he was evacuated on 13th July 1915 with a gunshot 
wound to his hand and severe pneumonia. Due to the seriousness of his illness he 
was sent to hospital in England on 4th August 1915. 

In early 1916 James returned to Egypt and on 13th March 1916 transferred to 37th 
Battery, 10th Field Artillery and saw service on the Western Front when they arrived 
in France on 7th July 1916. 

On 14th April 1917 James was promoted to Bombardier and on 16th May promoted 
to Corporal. 

On 13th June 1917, about noon, James was working at an ammunition dump at 
Messines when it was hit by a shell and he, along with fifteen others, was killed when 
the dump blew up. 

He was buried in Kandahar Farm Cemetery Plot II, Row B, Grave 18. His father 
Charles also enlisted and served at Rabaul. 

 

 
41 NSW BDM 3925/1893. 
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Groom, Charles William, 11591 

 

Charles William Groom was born on 30 August 1876 at Chesterton, Cambridge, 
England, son of George and Kezia Groom. 

He served with the Queensland Contingent in the South African War. 

He was a butcher to trade. 

He was married to Caroline Walker at Sydney on 20 May 1904.42  They had six 
children, and lived at Caroline Street, Kingsgrove. 

Charles enlisted in March 1916, aged 39, and served with the 3rd Field Butchery, 
attaining the rank of Warrant Officer. 

After the war he lived at Mabel Street, Kingsgrove. 

He died on 15 October 1941.43 

  

 
42 NSW BDM 2973/1904. 
43 NSW BDM 2687/1941. 
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Guthrie, George [Craik], 6290 

 

George Craik Guthrie was born in 1895 at Rockdale44, son of George and Margaret 
Guthrie of Rockley, Herbert Street, Rockdale. 

He was a plumber to trade. 

He enlisted in December 1915 and served with the 1st Field Company Engineers as 
a Driver.  He served in France and Belgium. 

After the war he lived at Third Street, Ashbury, and was in business as a plumber.  
He was a member of Marrickville Anzac Memorial Club. 

He married Dorothy Beatrice Marvin at Ashfield in April 1924.45  They had a daughter 
the following year.  The marriage later ended in divorce. 

George died on 4 February 1949.46  

 
44 NSW BDM 16543/1895. 
45 NSW BDM 5491/1924. 
46 NSW BDM 3985/1949; Sydney Morning Herald 7 February 1949, p14. 
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Haddan, Francis Cuthbert (Cuth), Lt 

 
Manning River Times 16 November 1953, p1 

 
Francis Cuthbert Haddan was born on 5 January 1893, son of Francis and Lucilla 
(nee Evans) Haddan47.  The family lived at Cliff Street, Arncliffe. 

He graduated as a dentist and worked for a practice in Taree, NSW. 

He enlisted in the Army Medical Corps Dental Services in August 1918 and served 
with the rank of Lieutenant.  He served at Moascar camp, Egypt in the Middle East 
from October 1918 until August 1919. 

After the war he resumed his position at Taree, becoming a partner in 1923.  He was 
active in the local Rotary Club and in 1953 was its first President. He was also a 
member of Old Bar Surf Club. 

He married Dorothy Ellison at Strathfield in 192448, and they had two sons and a 
daughter.  After her death in 1953, he married Edna Drewe in 1956. 

He lived latterly at Toowoomba, Queensland, and died there on 20 October 1986. 

  

 
47 Sydney Mail 28 January 1893, p217; NSW BDM 13648/1893. 
48 NSW BDM 1344/1924. 
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Haddan, Lesmore (Les) Clyde, 3058 

 
Haddan family tree, Ancestry.com 

 
Lesmore Clyde Haddan, known as Les, was born at Hurstville on 7 June 1894, son 
of Francis and Lucille (nee Evans) Haddan.49 

He was a storeman prior to enlisting. 

He enlisted in July 1915 and served as a Private with the 54th Battalion.  He was 
wounded at Fromelles on 20 July 1916.  After treatment he returned to duty.  In 
August 1918 he was detached to the Postal Corps to become postal orderly for the 
54th Battalion. 

After the war he returned to Kingsgrove, living at Denable, Elizabeth Street, and 
worked as a motor mechanic.  He married Hazel Breakspear in 1933,50 and they had 
a son. 

He lived latterly at The Entrance, where he died on 29 January 1983.  

 
49 NSW BDM 16615/1894. 
50 Sydney Morning Herald 28 October 1933, p9; NSW BDM 13751/1933. 
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Haddock, William Frederick, 92 

 

William Frederick Haddock was born at Gateshead, England on 19 May 1887, son of 
William and Elizabeth Haddock.  He was a locomotive fireman. 

He was living at Staple Street, Bexley [sic, Staples Street, Kingsgrove] at time of 
enlisting. 

He married Florence Annie Milner at Newcastle, England in April 1909, and they had 
three children.  William was listed at Blaydon on Tyne, England in the 1911 Census 
of England, and presumably emigrated to Australia with his family soon after. 

William served in France with the 1st Railway Section, as a Private with the 6th 
Australian Broad Gauge Railway Operating Company.  He returned to Australia in 
May 1919.  Florence died in 1922. 

He lived later at Leumeah, and died in 1979.51 

  

 
51 NSW BDM 102325/1979. 
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Hodge, Russell Frederick, 514 

 
Rohan Williams family tree, Ancestry.com 

 
Like Edward Macryannis, Russell Hodge was from Hill End, NSW, and was training 
to be a teacher.  He and Macryannis may have been boarding together in Bexley 
while they studied in Sydney; a third Hill End man, Edgar Nattrass, may have been 
with them. 

Russell was born at Hill End in 1896, son of Walter and Alice (nee Carver) Hodge.52  
He attended Bathurst High School, where he was known as ‘Tiny’.53 

He enlisted in August 1914, and served as a Lance-Corporal, 1st Battalion, at 
Gallipoli.  He was wounded in action in August 1915. 

He later served with the 1st Pioneer Battalion in France, and was promoted to 
Sergeant in March 1916.  Towards the close of the war, he attended Officer Training 
School, and was commissioned as Second Lieutenant in January 1919. 

Following his return to Australia he resumed his teaching career, in 1938 becoming 
headmaster of Coffs Harbour High School.54 

He married Grace Lively at Rockdale in 1920, and they had four sons. 

He died at Maitland on 9 March 1961.55 

  

 
52 NSW BDM 13067/1896. 
53 Mudgee Guardian 6 March 1919, p11. 
54 Grafton Daily Examiner 3 December 1938, p7. 
55 NSW BDM 6700/1961. 
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Howard, R S 

 

This serviceman cannot be traced.  It is conjectured that he may be a relation of 
Charles Amey Howard, the Bexley Alderman, or of his son William Henry Howard. 

Only two soldiers with these initials, neither plausible, are listed in WWI embarkation 
records – Ray Septimus Howard 3556 from Victoria, and Robert Spencer Howard 
1941 from Queensland.  But there is also the possibility that R S Howard did not 
serve with Australian forces. 
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Laughton, Albert Edward, 32046 

 

Albert Edward Laughton was born on 16 March 1896 at Leichhardt, son of David and 
Sarah (nee Barker) Laughton.56  The family lived at Cambridge Street, Penshurst. 

Albert was a clerk at Nock and Kirby before and after the war. 

He enlisted in September 1916 and served as a Gunner with the 11th Field Artillery 
Brigade.  He was later attached to 4 Divisional Artillery Headquarters. 

After the war he lived at Clarence Street, Penshurst, and worked as a nurseryman at 
Penshurst and Riverwood. 

He married Mildred Howard on 10 June 1922, and they had one son.57  Albert’s 
father-in-law was William Henry Howard of Kingsgrove. 

Albert died in 1980.58 

His older brother David (below) also served. 

  

 
56 NSW BDM 13493/1896. 
57 NSW BDM 6097/1922. 
58 NSW BDM 21763/1980. 
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Laughton, David, 32039 

 

David Laughton was born in 1891, son of David and Sarah (nee Barker) Laughton.59  
The family lived at Cambridge Street, Penshurst. 

He was a cashier prior to enlisting. 

He enlisted in October 1916 and served as a Gunner with the 11th Field Artillery 
Brigade, and later with the 4th Divisional Artillery Column. 

After the war he began an ironmonger’s business at Penshurst, and then a florist’s at 
Hurstville.  Latterly he opened the Hurstville branch of the St George Lime and 
Cement Company. 

He married Lena Howard at Hurstville in 1924.60  His father-in-law was William Henry 
Howard of Kingsgrove. 

He was a long-serving member of Penshurst Presbyterian Church, and was its 
choirmaster for more than ten years.  He was also a member of Penshurst Masonic 
Lodge. 

He lived at Illawarra Street, Allawah, and died there in 1941.61 

  

 
59 NSW BDM 18875/1891. 
60 NSW BDM 5622/1924. 
61 Propeller 20 March 1941, p3; NSW BDM 1361/1941. 
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Lundy, Clarence Robert Collie, 29, Lt 

 
1st Field Company Engineers website/Bob Lundy 

 
Clarence Robert Lundy, known as Bob, was born on 23 August 1895 at Inverell, son 
of John and Marion (nee Perry) Lundy.62 

When he enlisted, his mother was living at Garryowen, St Georges Road, Bexley. 

He enlisted in August 1914, and served at Gallipoli with 1st Field Company 
Engineers.  He was Mentioned in Despatches. 

He was commissioned as 2nd Lieutenant in August 1916, and in January 1918 was 
awarded the Military Cross for his actions at Bullecourt. 

In March 1918 he took a commission in the 48th Pioneers in the Indian Army, and 
served in the Khyber Pass and Waziristan, being promoted to Captain.  He was 
wounded in action in December 1919. 

He married Edith Elder on 25 November 1921 at Bombay, India.  They had three 
children. 

From 1933 he worked as Municipal Engineer for Katoomba Council, and later for 
Canterbury Council.63 

He died on 7 October 1950. 

His WWI diaries are held by the Australian War Memorial. 

  

 
62 NSW BDM 4056/1896. 
63 Katoomba Daily 19 December 1933, p2. 
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Macryannis, Edward (Eddie) Basil Claude, 5050A 

 

Edward Macryannis was born the son of Nicholas and Fanny (nee Waterbury) 
Macryannis at Stuart Town, NSW in 1899.64 

He grew up at Hill End.  He came to Sydney in 1915 to train to be a teacher at 
Hereford House, and may have been lodging at an address in Kingsgrove with two 
other young men from the Hill End district, Edgar Nattrass and Russell Hodge, who 
were also listed on the Kingsgrove Honor Board.  Like Macryannis, Hodge was a 
trainee teacher.  It is possible that the three men were boarding together in the 
Bexley area prior to enlisting while they undertook their training at Hereford House. 

Edward enlisted in September 1915, and was given a send-off from Hill End on 13 
October 1915. He gave his age on enlistment in as 21, but he was under-age, being 
only 16.  

He served in the 33rd Battalion and was promoted to Lance-Corporal in March 1916.  
He was in France from November 1916 onwards. 

He was killed taking part in a raid just before the Battle of Messines on 5 June 1917; 
he was acting as a stretcher-bearer in no-man’s-land.  His age at death in 1917 was 
given as 18. 

His mother came to live at Railway Parade, Kogarah, and later at Preddys Road, 
Bexley.   

Edward’s name is recorded on the Hill End Honor Roll.    

 
64 NSW BDM 8288/1899. 
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McClymont, Alexander Thomas, 1564 

 
Australian War Memorial photo PO7768.001 

 

Alexander Thomas McClymont was born at Inverell, NSW in 1894, son of Thomas 
and Louisa (nee Strang) McClymont, who farmed at Warialda.65  He was a member 
of the Rocky Dam Rifle Club. 

He enlisted in the AIF on 1 August 1915 and joined the 12th Reinforcements to the 1st 
Light Horse Regiment. He was taken on strength at the 1st LHR in Egypt on 1 March 
1916, transferred to the 12th Light Horse Regiment on 3 April 1916, then to the 4th 
Light Horse Regiment on 24 February 1917 and then back to the 12th LHR on 8 
March 1917.  

He was killed in action during the charge at Beersheba on 31 October 1917. He was 
22 years old. Pte Alexander McClymont is buried in the Beersheba War Cemetery. 

The AWM photo shows him right, with brothers Cecil (left) and Norman (centre), who 
survived the war. 

His connection to the Kingsgrove area is not known, but he would have known 
Clarence Lundy, who was also from Inverell. 

 

 
65 NSW BDM 16883/1894. 
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Nattrass, E[dgar Thomas], 4821 

 

Edgar Thomas Nattrass was from Hill End, NSW, like Edward Macryannis and 
Russell Hodge.  It is possible that he was boarding at Bexley prior to enlisting. 

Edgar Nattrass was born at Hill End in 1893, son of Ralph and Sarah (nee Peart) 
Nattrass.66 

He was a bricklayer, aged 22 when he enlisted.  He embarked on the Anchises on 
24 January 1917, and served with the 30th Battalion, 13th Reinforcements. 

He returned to Australia in January 1919 and was welcomed home to Hill End in 
April 1919.67  He married Eunice Stahl of Granville in 1920, and they had two 
children; however the marriage ended in divorce.68   

He died on 22 March 1974. 

  

 
66 NSW BDM 17018/1893. 
67 National Advocate 30 April 1919, p2. 
68 NSW BDM 4721/1920. 
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O’Donnell, John, 2634 

 

John O’Donnell was born in Sydney, son of John and Kate O’Donnell.  The family 
lived at Stoney Creek Road, Bexley. 

He was a labourer prior to enlisting in June 1915.  He gave his age at enlisting as 22, 
but NSW BDM records state he was born in 1897, so he may not have been 18.69 

He served as a Private with the 1st Battalion at Gallipoli, then was transferred to the 
45th Battalion, serving in France. 

He died of wounds sustained at Pozieres, on 15 October 1916.  

 
69 NSW BDM 18824/1897. 
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Parker, E 

 

This soldier cannot be traced.  It is possible that he was a relative of Rev A John 
Parker of Bexley Baptist Church. If the possibility of an error on the Honor Roll is 
considered, he may be Edward Parkes, of The Avenue, Hurstville.  Edward Parkes 
was Bandmaster of Hurstville Band from early 1913 to mid-1915.70  He had 
previously been a member of Rockdale Band, and was a virtuoso on the mouth-
organ, performing at social occasions around the St George district, so would have 
been a recognised face locally. In September 1915 he enlisted, aged 31, but did not 
see overseas service.  He was assigned to conduct the Sydney Depot Band.  By 
November 1916, his services were no longer required and he left the army.  His later 
whereabouts are unclear – his occupation was given as miner, and after the war at 
the coal-mining locality of Wallsend near Newcastle there was a bandmaster with the 
surname of Parkes who may be the same man.  

 
70 Propeller 27 March 1914, p2. 
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Parkes, Cecil [Powell], 3486 

 

Cecil Parkes was born at Bexley, son of Henry Albert and Annie Georgina (nee 
Smith) Parkes.  His war service record stated he was born in 1895, but NSW BDM 
13310/1900 indicates it was 1900 at Hurstville, so he would have been underage 
when he enlisted in January 1917. 

He was a blacksmith prior to enlisting. 

He served as a Private with the 45th Battalion in France and Belgium from July 1917 
onwards. 

He married Myrtle Goodsell at Rockdale in 1921.71  They had four children and lived 
at Blakesley Road, Hurstville. 

He died on 12 September 1931 at Randwick Military Hospital, aged 31, and was 
buried in the Congregational section of Woronora Cemetery.72 

Three of his brothers also served. 

  

 
71 NSW BDM 6758/1921. 
72 Propeller 18 September 1931, p3; NSW BDM 12383/1921. 
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Parkes, Frederick Vivian, 3700 

 
St George Call 25 May 1918 

 
Fred Parkes was born at Hurstville in 1897, son of Henry and Annie Georgina (nee 
Smith) Parkes.73  The family lived at St George’s Road, Bexley.  He attended Bexley 
Public School.  His parents later moved to Royeth, Abercorn Street, Bexley. 

He was a labourer prior to enlisting. 

He enlisted in July 1917, aged 21.  He served as a Private in the 54th Battalion, and 
was gassed in action on 17 April 1918, dying of the effects at a hospital in Rouen on 
25 April (Anzac Day) 1918.74 

Three of his brothers also served.  

 
73 NSW BDM 12926/1897. 
74 St George Call 11 May 1918, p5. 
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Parkes, Harold Absalom, 2056 

 

Harold Absalom Parkes, known as ‘Ranji’ was born at Bexley in 1889, son of James 
and Annie Parkes75.  He was a butcher and slaughterman. 

He married Florence Olsson at Rockdale in 191176, and they lived at Ellington, John 
Street, Bexley. 

He enlisted in November 1915, and served as a Private with the 31st Battalion in 
France.  He was hospitalised on several occasions with illness, and invalided home 
to Australia in August 1918. 

He later lived at Belmore. 

He died at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital on 22 June 1947, aged 57.77  

 
75 NSW BDM 6105/1889. 
76 NSW BDM 10509/1911. 
77 Sydney Morning Herald 23 June 1947; NSW BDM 14484/1947. 
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Parkes, Leslie Sidney, 5756 

 

Leslie Sidney Parkes was born at Bexley in 1892, son of Henry Albert and Annie 
Georgina (nee Smith) Parkes.78  The family lived at St Georges Road, Bexley, then 
Waratah, Laycock Road, Bexley. 

He was a labourer prior to enlisting. 

He enlisted in February 1916 and served as a Private with the 4th Battalion. 

He was wounded in action at Bullecourt in May 1917, and after treatment in hospital 
in England he was returned to Australia for discharge, having been fitted with a glass 
eye. 

Three of his brothers also served. 

On 14 June 1919, he married Helen Craig at Sydney. 

He died at Bexley on 1 June 1984, aged 92.79  

 
78 NSW BDM 17337/1892. 
79 Sydney Morning Herald 2 June 1984; NSW BDM 12453/1984. 
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Parkes, Lt Reuben 

 
Australian War Memorial Photo E01465 (detail) 

 
Reuben (Ben) Parkes was born at Bexley in 1878, son of Joseph and Caroline 
Parkes80.  He married Charlotte Wemyss at Petersham in 1904.   

He was a waiter when he enlisted on 24 February 1916.  He gave his age as 36, 
older than the average soldier. 

He served with the 34th Battalion as no 1973, and undertook officer cadet training.  
He was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant on 20 December 1917.   

He served in France in the field for seven weeks before being killed in action at 
Hangard Wood, south of Amiens, on 30 March 1918.  His body was not recovered. 

His personal effects were lost at sea, when the ship carrying them to Australia was 
sunk by enemy action. 

One of his platoon described him as “a very brave man.” 

On 29 November 2018 his grave was identified by Australian researchers.  The 
Department of Defence informed his 95-year old nephew Roy Parkes of the news.81 

See Muir, Lesley (ed) Canterbury’s Boys p65, p360.  

 
80 NSW BDM 6675/1878. 
81 Sydney Morning Herald 21 January 2019, “Fallen soldier’s grave found 100 years after death on Western 
Front.” 
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Parkes, Roy Horace, 657 

 

Roy Horace Parkes was born at Bexley on 29 December 1894, son of Henry Albert 
and Annie Georgina (nee Smith) Parkes.82  The family home, Royeth in Abercorn 
Street, Bexley, appears to have been named after his parents’ first two (of twelve) 
children, Ethel and Roy. 

He was a labourer prior to enlisting. 

He enlisted in January 1915, and after serving in Egypt he was returned to Australia 
for hospital treatment.  He returned to the field and served in France and Belgium as 
a Private in the 13th Battalion. 

He was gassed in action on 16 October 1917, and died of its effects four days later, 
aged 22.83 

Three of his brothers also served.  

 
82 NSW BDM 4083/1895. 
83 St George Call 15 December 1917, p3. 
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Parmenter, Albert Osborne, 964 

 

Albert Osborne Parmenter was born near Canning Mills, West Australia, circa 1895, 
son of William and Louisa (nee Barker) Parmenter.  He attended Cleveland Street 
School in Sydney. 

Albert was employed by Walters and Middleton, timber merchants, as a 
woodworking machinist.  He sang in the choir of St George’s Church.84  He lived at 
Moore Street, Hurstville. 

He enlisted in September 1914, giving his age as 19. 

He served as a Private with the 2nd Australian Infantry Battalion.  He died of wounds 
at Gallipoli on 28 May 1915, one of the first from the St George area to die. 

He is commemorated in a memorial window at St George’s Church, Hurstville. 

                          

 
84 Propeller 18 June 1915, p2. 
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Parmenter, Edward J[ames] 

 

Edward J Parmenter was born in 1894 at Bunbury, Western Australia circa 1894, 
son of James and Louise (nee Barker) Parmenter.     

His mother was living at Moore Street, Hurstville when he enlisted. 

Edward reportedly served in the Navy, as an Artificer on HMAS Melbourne.85  His 
war service record has not yet been digitised. 

His name occurs on Penshurst Presbyterian Church Honour Roll of those with 
associations with that church who served in WWI. 

In 1916 he married Lily Payne at Rockdale.86   

Edward James Parmenter, a motor driver from 51 Bassett Street, Hurstville, died at 
Greythwaite Red Cross Hospital, North Sydney on 27 July 1941, aged 47, leaving a 
wife and two children.87   

He was the brother of Albert Parmenter (above) who was killed at Gallipoli.   

  

 
85 Propeller 18 June 1915, p2; there is a war service record, but it has not yet been digitised. 
86 NSW BDM 6547/1916. 
87 Propeller 31 July 1941, p6. 
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Part, Richard Childs, 6301 

 

Richard Childs Part, known as Dick, was born at Leichhardt on 27 December 1891, 
eldest child of Herbert and Meta (nee Dubedat) Part.88 

The family lived at St George, St Georges Road, Bexley. 

He was a labourer prior to enlisting, and was unmarried. 

He enlisted in February 1916, and served as a Private in the 13th Battalion.  He was 
wounded in action at Guedecourt, the Somme, on 4 February 1917, and died of his 
wounds the following day.89 

  

 
88 NSW BDM 18937/1892. 
89 St George Call 3 March 1917, p4; Sydney Morning Herald 5 February 1918, p6. 
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Perry, Harry Francis, 6164 

 

Henry Francis Perry was born at Bexley in 1899, the son of Francis Henry and May 
Perry.90  He attended Sydney Technical High School.  He was training to be an 
engineer. 

His father lived at Algernon Street, Oatley. 

Henry enlisted in July 1916, giving his age as 22; however it appears he was only 
17. 

He served as a Private with the 21st Australian Infantry Battalion.  He was reported 
missing, believed killed in action at Bullecourt on 3 May 1917, aged 18.91 

AWM gives his place of association as Bexley. 

He is commemorated on St Paul’s Church (Oatley) memorial font and Hurstville War 
Memorial. 

  

 
90 NSW BDM 12652/1899. 
91 Propeller 15 June 1917, p2. 
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Shaw, Charles Henry, 4050 

 

Charles Henry Shaw was born at sea on board the immigrant ship Dharwar en route 
to Australia on 17 September 1883, son of John and Emily (nee Demaine) Shaw. 

He married Ruth Agnes Ryderberg on 8 September 1908,92 and they had two 
children.  They lived at New Illawarra Road, Bexley 

Charles was a poultry farmer prior to enlisting. 

He enlisted in January 1916 and served initially in the 3rd Cycle Corps before being 
transferred to the 13th Battalion. 

He was wounded in action on 11 April 1917,93 and after hospital treatment was 
returned to Australia for discharge in December 1917. 

Charles Henry Shaw, late of Sans Souci, died on 26 September 1963, aged 80.94 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

92 NSW BDM 4916/1908. 
93 St George Call 19 May 1917, p4. 
94 Sydney Morning Herald 28 September 1963. 
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Shopland, Henry James, 20294 

 

Henry James Shopland was born at Taunton, England, on 26 December 1875, son 
of William and Mary (nee Marks) Shopland. 

He married Ellen Tozer at Taunton on 29 June 1899, and they had four children.  
They were listed living at Taunton on the 1911 Census for England, but came to 
Australia soon after. 

When Henry enlisted, the family were living at Caroline Street, Hurstville. 

He was a carpenter to trade.   

He enlisted in May 1917, aged 41, and served as a Sapper with the 12th Field 
Company Engineers in France.  After the war, he was detached for farming duties to 
a farm at Taunton in 1919.  He returned to Australia in March 1920. 

Latterly the family resided at Edward Street, Bexley.  Henry died 19 July 1935 aged 
59, survived by his wife and three daughters95.  He was a member of Bexley 
Masonic Lodge. 

He was listed on the Sydney Harbour Trust Memorial Roll. 

  

 
95 Sydney Morning Herald 25 July 1935, p7; Propeller 25 July 1935, p7. 
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Sinclair, George Albert, 7332 

 

George Albert Sinclair was born at Kangaroo Valley on 11 June 1881, son of James 
and Jane (nee Ryder) Sinclair.96 

He married Sarah Anne at Rockdale in 190297.  They lived at Medway Street, 
Bexley. 

He enlisted in July 1915, and served with the 5th Field Artillery Brigade.  He attained 
the rank of Farrier Sergeant in January 1916.  He served in France and Belgium, and 
returned to Australia in April 1919. 

After the war he was a dairyman, residing at Croydon Road, Hurstville. 

He died on 22 April 1934, aged 54; part of his funeral service was held at Bexley 
Soldiers’ Memorial Hall.98 

  

 
96 NSW BDM 26540/1881. 
97 Marriage notice not found in NSW BDM. 
98 Sydney Morning Herald 23 April 1934, p8. 
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Stevenson, Herbert James Stanley, 749 

 
Hurstville Pictorial Roll of Honour 

 

Herbert James Stanley Stevenson was born at Botany in 1897, son of Ebenezer and 
Fanny (nee Cross) Stevenson.99 His mother died when he was one. 

He was employed in the boot trade, and living at May Cottage, The Avenue, 
Hurstville when he enlisted in July 1915, giving his age as 18.   

He served as a Private with the 30th Battalion in France and Belgium.   

He returned to Australia in April 1919.   

After the war, he worked as a lineman.  He married Fanny Draper in 1922 at 
Hornsby.100 

He died at Mildura on 26 June 1965101. 

  

 
99 NSW BDM 27239/1897. 
100 NSW BDM 6857/1922. 
101 Sydney Morning Herald 29 June 1965. 
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Tanner, S 

 

S Tanner has not been conclusively identified.  A Private Tanner attended the Bexley 
Boy Scouts’ Garden Fete in March 1918 (St George Call 16 March 1918, p6); it was 
stated that this man had been wounded in action and had been invalided home at 
the age of 56, very old to have been serving as a Private.  This accords with some of 
the details about Francis Sydney Tanner, 6983, but it is not clear what his 
connection to Kingsgrove or Bexley was. 

Francis Sydney Tanner was born at Glebe.  He served in the South African War for 
three years in the Imperial Light Horse. 

He was married to Elizabeth, who was living at Emmaville, NSW.  He first enlisted in 
May 1916, giving his age as 40, evidently obscuring his real age. 

He was discharged from service in September 1916 after being found guilty of theft.  
He re-enlisted in April 1917, giving the reason of his previous discharge as ‘due to 
wife’s ill-health’, and his age now as 42.  He embarked in July 1917 as a Private in 
the 19th Battalion, but saw no front-line service, and was invalided back to Australia 
in January 1918 with rheumatism and ‘senility’, the Army’s term for being over 
fighting age.  He then applied for land as a returned soldier and was allotted a block 
in the Parish of Styx (Yooroonah, by Armidale) which he named ‘Bullecourt’, after the 
battle in which he claimed to have been wounded; his war service record does not 
indicate that he served in France or Belgium. 

He died on 29 December 1938, his age given as 63 [but possibly 76].102  He left 
seven sons and four daughters. 

  

 
102 Armidale Express 30 December 1938, p4. 
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Townsend, Frederick, 2732 

 
Australian War Memorial photo P10550.051 

 

Frederick Townsend was born at Normanton, Yorkshire circa 1871.  His family came 
to Australia circa 1882. 

He married Josephine Smithson at Newtown in 1893, and they lived at Stoney Creek 
Road, Bexley.103  They had two children.  Frederick worked in a bank. 

He enlisted in March 1916, aged 44, and served as a Private with the 45th Battalion.  
In France he contracted bronchitis which compounded with pneumonia, and he died 
of illness on 24 March 1917. 

His widow replied to the AWM circular that his place of association was Bexley. 

Frederick’s son Leslie also served in WWI (see below). 

His great-grand-daughter believes (from family resemblances) that Frederick is 
shown in one of the well-known ‘Lost Diggers of Vignacourt’ photos, ‘We Want our 
Mumie’, back row, second from left (AWM photo P10550.051); as yet, this has not 
been confirmed. 

 

 

 
103 NSW BDM 5504/1893. 
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Townsend, Percy Leslie, 1336 

 

Percy Leslie Townsend, known as Leslie, was born at Hurstville in 1894, the son of 
Frederick Townsend (above) and Josephine (nee Smithson) Townsend.104  The 
family lived at Stoney Creek Road. 

He was a slaughterman prior to enlisting, likely with Stone’s slaughter-yard, located 
in the vicinity of present-day Bexley Golf Club. 

He enlisted in August 1915, and served as a Trooper with the 12th Light Horse 
Regiment in the Middle East. 

He returned to Australia in July 1919. 

He died on 5 January 1967.105 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
104 NSW BDM 16543/1894. 
105 NSW BDM 128/1967; Sydney Morning Herald 6 January 1967. 
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Wallace, William George, 9436 

Ancestry.com, Judy Lancaster family tree.  William George Wallace, left. 

William George Wallace was born at Merrylands on 30 August 1892, son of William 
and Sara (nee Narramore).106  The Narramore family were well-known in the 
Kingsgrove area. 

He married Anne Guest in 1913,107 and they lived at Oakendale, Promenade, Sans 
Souci. 

He was a butcher prior to enlisting. 

He enlisted in September 1915 and served in France as a Driver with the 15 Army 
Service Corps.  He fractured his clavicle in an accident and was hospitalised in 
England for treatment.  He returned to Australia in April 1919. 

He died on 21 March 1947.108  

  

 
106 NSW BDM 15364/1892. 
107 NSW BDM 4039/1913. 
108 NSW BDM 468/1947. 
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Watts, Albert Edward, 5783 

 
Ancestry.com. Watts family tree 

 
Albert Edward (Ted) Watts was born at Newtown in December 1885, son of Henry 
and Emma Watts.109 

He married Ivy Harriet Smithson (a daughter of Thomas Edward Smithson, well-
known in the Kingsgrove area) on 13 November 1914 at Rockdale,110 and they lived 
at Staples Street, Bexley [Kingsgrove].  They had seven children.  

Ted was a slaughterman prior to enlisting, likely at Stone’s slaughter-yard. 

He enlisted in February 1916, and served with the 4th Battalion.  He was invalided 
with trench foot in April 1917.  After recuperation he returned to the front.  He was 
wounded in action on 16 April 1918,111 and was sent back to Australia for discharge 
in September 1918. 

Ted died at RGH Concord on 1 January 1956.112  

 
109 NSW BDM 7847/1885. 
110 NSW BDM 15189/1914. 
111 St George Call 25 May 1918, p6. 
112 NSW BDM 1879/1956. 
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Weston, Joshua Buckley, 6177 

 
Photo courtesy Nancy Wright 

 
Joshua Buckley Weston, known as Jack, was born on 15 March 1889, son of 
Buckley and Eleanor (nee West) Weston.113  He possibly lived briefly at Malvern 
Street, Hurstville.114  On 19 December 1914 he married Annie Beckingham at 
Petersham,115 and they had three children.  He was a basket-maker. 

Joshua’s first attempt to enlist ended when his wife applied for his discharge.  He re-
enlisted in May 1916, and served as a Private with the 17th Battalion in France and 
Belgium.  He was wounded in action at Bullecourt in 15 April 1917, leaving him 
unable to move his legs.  He was discharged from service in March 1918. 

In August 1919 he was presented with a cottage built by the Voluntary Workers’ 
Association at [70 George Street] Leichhardt.  He was stated to be slowly 
recuperating.  Three of his brothers had been killed in the war, and two wounded.116 

He died at Emohruo, 70 George Street, Leichhardt in November 1926, aged 36, and 
was buried at Rookwood.117   

His son, Buckley Joshua Weston, died in 2011.  

 
113 NSW BDM 11684/1889. 
114 St George Call 11 January 1913, p6. Possibly Melvin Street was meant? 
115 NSW BDM 14816/1914. 
116 Sydney Morning Herald 25 August 1919, p6.  This house is still in situ, somewhat modified. 
117 Sydney Morning Herald 11 November 1926, p7. 
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Wilmot, William David Henry, 7016 

 

William Wilmot was born on 15 July 1896, the son of David and Maud (nee Newland) 
Wilmot.118  They lived at Mondovia, Preddys Road, Bexley.  He was a clerk prior to 
enlisting. 

He enlisted on 5 August 1917 and served with the 19th Battalion, 21st 
Reinforcements.  He arrived in France in July 1918, and was absent without leave 
three weeks later, before being detained, then released on open arrest in October 
1918.  He returned to Australia in 1919. 

He married Doris Skarratt at Rockdale on 16 July 1921.119  They had two daughters.  
He was a confectionery manufacturer for a time. 

William also served in WWII, enlisting in June 1940.  In 1946-47 he took part in 
guard duty, escorting repatriated prisoners of war.  His address in 1940 was 16 
Monomeeth Street, Bexley. 

In 1942 his name was recorded for inclusion on Bexley’s WWII Honour Roll. 

He died on 11 June 1984.120  His wife predeceased him in 1969.  

 
118 NSW BDM 24365/1896. 
119 NSW BDM 10820/1921. 
120 NSW BDM 12768/1984. 
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Youdan, Thomas George, 5788 

 

Thomas George Youdan was born at Paddington, Sydney in 1893, son of Thomas 
and Florence (nee Williams) Youdan.121 

The family lived at Caledonian Street, West Kogarah (Bexley).  Thomas was a 
bricklayer.  

He enlisted on 7 February 1916 aged 22, and served as Private, 13th Australian 
Infantry Battalion. 

He was killed in action at Bullecourt on 11 April 1917.122   

There is no roll of honour circular but AWM gives place of association as Kogarah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

121 NSW BDM 28274/1893. 
122 St George Call 26 May 1917, p6; 24 November 1917, p6. 
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