Albert Horace Hake

Bayside Resident, Sydney Tech Old Boy and Hero of the
Great Escape

By Minh Hoang, Sydney Technical High School

Introduction

Albert Horace Hake’s journey from a local boy in Carlton
to a wartime hero executed on Hitler’s orders is both
tragic and remarkable. Born on 30 June 1916 in Sydney, New
South Wales, Hake enlisted from 79 Mill Street, Carlton—just
two blocks from the current site of Sydney Technical High
School, though he had attended the school when it was in
Paddington. (1) This represents a strong local connection
that makes his story not just a part of world history but
also a part of Bayside history. The dramatic events leading

up to his death, including the camaraderie and leadership

that Hake displayed whilst in captivity, captured national
and international attention. His story remains a lasting

symbol of Australian courage and sacrifice.

Figure 1: Albert Horace Hake -
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Connection to Sydney Tech & Life after
School

Albert Horace Hake attended Sydney Technical High School in the early 1930s, where he earned a
scholarship based on his technical and academic talent. He excelled in metalwork and drawing,
passing in eight subjects including English, Geography, and Science. His time at Sydney Tech laid the

foundation for the skills that would become crucial behind enemy lines.

After finishing school, Hake moved straight into working at an air conditioning company under the
position of an engineer, with the ambition to one day own a business. He was a keen ice skater and

often spent his spare time at ice rinks, a hobby that in 1940 would ultimately lead to him meeting his



future wife, Noella Aundree Lillian. In between his work as an air conditioning engineer and his
relationship with Noella, Albert joined the RAAF Reserve. He married Noella on March 1, 1941,

during a four-day leave pass. [3]

The newlyweds lived at 79 Mill Street, Carlton, only a short walk from Sydney Tech. This small but
significant detail brings his story home: a local student who left the suburbs of Bayside to serve his

country abroad and never returned.

War Service

Following the Second World War in Europe,
Albert Hake enlisted in the RAAF Reserve in
July 1940, where he was called up immediately
on the 4th of January 1941. He wished to fly,
so after completing basic training, he
completed flying training and was posted in
Wagga Wagga for aptitude screening. After
attaining the required grade and graduating
on the 20th of August 1941, he joined a group
of airmen embarking for England to continue

his training with the No. 53 Operational

Tralnlng Unit in Wales’ ﬂylng SuPermarlne Figure 2: Warrant Officer ( Pilot ) Albert Horace Hake -
https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/630651

Spitfire aircraft. (2)

In January 1942, he joined the No. 72 Squadron of the RAF, flying in the Supermarine Spitfire to carry
out high-risk operational fighter sweeps and bomber escort missions over the English Channel,
occupied France and the Netherlands. Hake was considered one of the top three pilots in his training

team.

On the 4th of April 1942, Hake and 9 other Spitfires were shot down in combat by a Luftwaffe
squadron after attempting a sweep over a French railway station in Hazebrouck. Hake’s aircraft was
shot up badly by enemy aircraft before an anti-aircraft fire damaged his propeller and set his aircraft

on fire. He also collected a bullet through the leg of his trousers. With his aircraft being on its last



straw, Hake shot down an enemy aircraft before bailing out and landing with his parachute; wounded

with a round in his leg and slightly burned, the German Army captured him. (3)

Prisoners of War (P.0.W.)

After a period in hospital to recover from burn and
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Figure 3: Albert Horace Hake - The Townville Dailly
Upon the early stages of his arrival at the camp, Hake Bulletin 28/2/1946

tended to vegetable gardens; he had also decided to take
up sketching and air conditioning to maintain his talent for his previous occupation. He and his
friend had also planned to establish their own business after the war. He bonded with his roommates

and formed a band with them as the banjo player.

All P.O.W.’s were encouraged to attempt escape if possible and organise resistance inside POW
camps. As part of the escape team Hake began to scavenge bakelite records, silver from magnetised
razor blades, glass from broken windows and solder from tin cans. From these he crafted compasses.
This was a crucial tool the escaped men needed if they were to navigate through enemy territory to a

safe country.

The Great Escape



“The Great Escape” was a mass breakout of 76 airmen from the Stalag Luft III camp run by the
Luftwaffe on the night 24-25 March 1944. The plan was led by South African aviator Roger Bushell,

who along with the manpower of 600 captured prisoners within the Spring of 1943 began building
three separate escape tunnels beneath the camp, intended as an escape route for the captive men.
The tunnels were dubbed the code names “Tom”, “Dick” and “Harry”, and were dug 10 metres below
the ground to prevent potential detection from German guards, using materials and resources

scavenged from around the campgrounds.

Albert Horace Hake was one of the five Australian men of the 76 men who escaped the finished
tunnels. According to a newspaper article by David Edlington published by Navy News on the 22 April
2004, Hake was responsible for the fabrication of compasses that the men would use to guide the
direction of the tunnels to follow a path that they desired. (4) He constructed them through the
means of materials sourced from melted bakelite plastic phonograph vinyl records, silver removed
from magnetised razor blades, shattered glass from windows, and tin can solder. With him inscribing
the sentence “Made in Stalag Luft III Patent pending” on the body of the compass, this ensured that
caught escapists who carried the compass could avoid being mistaken for potential spies and prevent
them from being shot. (5)
Furthermore, he participated in
forging of false Nazi travel documents
that the escaping men used to cover
their identities when travelling away.
This suggests that Hake played one of
the most pivotal roles within his
position in the escape preparations,
determining the safety of the men and
the overarching success of the escape.

His expertise in engineering

Figure 4: Albert Hake with his future wife Noella Aundree Lillian - C1941 compasses and fabricating travel
documents can potentially be
attributed towards his education at Sydney Tech, as a consequence of his talent in graphics and

engineering that he would have adopted as a part of his learning as a techie.



Albert’s escape from Stalag Luft III

According to the “Australians in Stalag Luft III" website, “We don’t know exactly where Albert was

heading, but neutral Switzerland appeared to be his target.” (6) Albert couldn’t take a direct route as

there would be a Reich-wide manhunt, forcing him to avoid towns, roadblocks, and roving patrols.
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And even with the impending danger of arrest, it wouldn’t be
easy to hike amid winter. Emphasised by his letter to wife
Noella a few weeks prior, he’d mentioned that ‘six inches of
snow’ had fallen during the night and ‘hadn’t thawed’ [3].
Adding to his list of complications, he didn’t have adequate
footwear or clothing, as escapees used rough old Polish

uniforms supplied by the Red Cross. [8]

Albert was aware of the risk that escape imposed and was
uneasy. It is evident that in his letters, he feared that he
wouldn’t survive the escape attempt. He often signed off with
simple declarations to Noella, such as, “All my love’ or ‘I love
you’; but for his later ever letter to Noella, he wrote: ‘T love
you as always. I hope I can justify your faith in me, dearest,

one of these days. Remember me. Albert.’ [6]

Unfortunately, Albert was later captured near Gorlitz, less

than 50 kilometres south-west of Sagan, en route to Switzerland. Although we don’t know what

exactly happened to Albert, it was estimated that he was free for 72 hours before capture. Albert’s

concerns about the freezing Polish winter became a reality, as he suffered excruciating frostbite, so

bad that he struggled to walk when he was eventually escorted to a civil prison in Gorlitz. Albert and

his fellow escapees were interrogated on the 30th of March; some were roughed up and threatened

with death sentences. Some prisoners were returned to Stalag Luft III, although Albert Hake and six

other escapees were given death sentences.



On the 31st of March 1944, Albert
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Conclusion

Albert Horace Hake’s story is a powerful reminder of what it means to serve — not just in uniform,
but with courage, resilience, and brilliance. From technical drawing classes at Sydney Technical High
School to crafting life-saving compasses under Nazi captivity, Hake represents the best of Australia’s
wartime generation. His final address in Carlton makes this not just a national story, but a local

Bayside one and one we are proud to honour.
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