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F 0 R E WO R 
Until a man has conquered loss and ove1"Come defeat 
He cannot fully understand just why success is sweet 
I'm thankful for the days of doubt when it was hard to see 
That all things work together for the good that is to be, 
l'm glad for all that life has brought, because to -day I know 
That men must brave atlversities if they would g,·eater grow. 

(Verse by 0. Lawrence Hawthorne.) 

D 

This treatise wi ll in some small way illustrate the 
development of the years 1888 to 1938. It wil l bring vividly 
back to our grand pioneers many happy memories; further , 
it wil l acqua int the younger generation, who enjoy the 
peace and comforts of to-day, of the sufferings of those 
grand men and women . lt should develop in the chi ld a 
spirit of pride and a wish to carry on the good traditions 
of those, past and present, who, by their labours, initiative, 
integrity and sacrifices, have given us a heritage of which 
we should be justly proud. 

I have been honoured to have been elected Mayor of 
this important Municipa lity for the Jubi lee Year and Aus
tralia's 150th Centenary Celebrations. It has been my 
pleasure to be associated with such a sterling body 
of gentlemen and good friends comprising the Council of 
Mascot. The Municipality is indeed fortuna te in the ca libre 
of the staff who have so effic iently admin istered its affairs. 
To the Town Clerk, Mr. T. Barber, I extend my thanks for 
the compilation of this literary effort. I trust the reader will 
appreciate a.Jr comb'ined efforts. "The man who never 
made a mistake never made anything." 

In conclusion, I would bring under the notice of one 
and al I, the advantages and conveniences of our district 
to prospective investors, industrialists, and the home seeker. 
Mascot is only a few minutes' distance from the heart of the 
City of Sydney, served by good roads and modern trans
portation, advanced lighting, and a hea lthy c limate. It is 
c lose to a ll beaches and pleasure resorts, a ll so essential to 
prospe rous business and healthy, happy home life. 

The cost of this production has been between three 
hundred and f ifty and four hundred pounds. By the gener
osity of advertisers and contributors it is presented free and 
without cost to the ratepayers. To those good friends and 
to all others who have contributed in any manner, l say 
thank you. 

CLIFFORD J. SWEENEY, 
Mayor, 1938. 
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HONOR THE PIONEERS! 
In the story of Austral ian progress, covering a hundred and f ifty years, 

t here ore many colorful deeds of explore rs, adventurers and pionee r settlers 
- men whom we think of, individually and collectively, as Empi re builders. 
There is a g rowing literature in rega rd to men like Eyre, Stuart , Leich
ho rdt and othe rs who devoted their lives to b ringing out lying parts of Aus
tra lia into touch with civilisat ion. 

Not so much is known of those cou rageous and persevering individuals 
who showed their fai th in the country of the ir adoption by set t ling and 
developing the areas- often unprom is ing enough at the outset-tha t lie 
around the f irst sett lement at Sydney. 

These suburban pioneers have left a great record of achieve
ment, and worthy of a place among the best of them are the men 
and wome n who, in the last fifty years, have built up the munici
pality of Mascot. 

In June of this year ( 1938) Mascot ce lebrated its Jubilee as a m uni 
cipa lity. The re were speeches, congratu lations and compl imentary refer
ences to the veterans of other days. It was recalled that f ifty years ago 
Mascot was not even a name on the mop; the area it now includes was 
port of Botany, consisting largely of sandy patches, swamps and market 
gardens. 

The present Mascot is on attractive residentia l and manufacturing 
suburb, within easy reach of Sydney, be ing about 3½ miles from the Central 
Post Office. It hos adm irable roads, an efficient tram and 'bus service, 
a nd all the lighting, d rainage and sewe rage faci lities that go with modern 
c ivi I isotion. 

W ith the shores of Botany Bay as its southern boundary, and the 
suburbs of A lexandria and Waterloo fringing it on the north, with the 
open spaces of Rondwick and Botany handy, on the east, and St. Peters 
on the west, it hos a setting fu ll of promise for futu re development. 

ALDERMEN WHO HAVE HELD OFFICE. 

The following gentlemen, exc lusive of the p resent Counci l, hove served 
the district as alde rmen since the founding of the municipal ity in 1888 :-

Messrs. D. A. Alexander, E. J . Aston, E. J. Bishop, G. Bishop, G. H. 
Bai ley, C. Brewer, G. Blocker, L. H. Bernard, W. Brotchie, J. 0. Chambers, 
L. T. Cou rtenay, P. Evans, J . Gallagher, M. Gearin, H. Hambly, A. Hard
ac re, H. Heaslip, T. H. Hicks, C. E. F. Hughes, J. Ingram, A. J . King, R. 
S. King, D. Lee, A. A. Lever, M. J. L' Est ronge, F. C. Loveridge, A. H. Love
ridge, E. C. J . Llewellyn, J. C. Monro. C. Munger, T. D. Mutch, G. Moss, 
J . Morrison, J . A. Powe r, J. Pollett, H. Punter, F. T. Pike, L. E. Ramsay, 
B. Reeve, H. E. Sherringhom, W. Stevens, S. S. Smith, L. Monte Smith, 
E. Stiff, G. Tunbridge, J. Thornton, J. W. Watkins. 
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His Worship the M:::iyor. Ald~rman 
Clifford J. Sweeney . 

The Mayoress, Mrs. F . H . McGowan. 
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MAYORS OF MASCOT. 
i Note : Prior to 191 1, they were 

1888-1890: James Coward 
1891-1892: A W. Sparks 
1 893: A Laycock 
1894: J. Pal lett 
l 895: J. Thornton. 
l 896 : B. J. Reeve 
J 897 : J. Coward 
.l 898: J . Thornton 
J 899: Daniel Lee 
J 900 : B. J. Reeve 
J 901 : M . Gearin 
J 902-3: J. Coward 
1904 : A Laycock 
1905 : A W. Sparks. 
1906-7: A J. King 
1908: A Laycock 
1 909- l O: J. Thornton 
19 10: T. H. Hicks 

known as Mayors of North Botany.) 

1911: F. J. Chipman 
1912: C. Munger. 
1913: F. J. Chipman 
1914- 15: T. H. H icks 
1916- 17: C. E. F. Hughes 
1918: J. Ingram 
1919: C. E. F. Hughes 
1920: T. H. Hicks 
1921 : F. J. Chipman 
1922: C. E. F. Hughes 
1923-25: R. S. K ing 
l 926-29: M. J. L' Estrange 
1930-31 : D. A A lexander 
1932: A H. Loveridge 
1933-35: C. J. Dransfield 
1936: F. J. Chipman 
1937: J. E. Galloway 
1938: C. J. Sweeney 

TOWN CLERKS. 
1888- 1891: W . A Coleman 
1891-1907: T. A Watson 
i 907-1909: A W. Sparks. 
1909: T. A Tester 
1909: C. A Cork 

1909-1910: H . Dunstan 
1911- 19 12: H Dunstan 
1912-1933: W. Hughes 
1933-34: E. Jay 
1935: T. G. Barber 

STATISTICS OF GROWTH. 

5 

An idea of the growth of Mascot in the past 50 years is conveyed 
by the fol lowing figures:-

Unimproved Capita l Value: £903,38 1. 
Improved Capital Va lue: £2,747,380. 

Assessed Annual Value: £221 ,454. In 1888 the assessed annual 
value was £17,732. 

Number of bu ildings erected and value during the last six years:-

1932: No. of bu ildings, 6; va lue, £5985. 
1933: No. of bui ldings 34; va lue £26,769. 
1934: No. of buildings, 64; value £40,739. 
1935: No. of bu ildings, 142; value £96,367. 
1936: No. of buildings, 196; value £ 168,306. 
1937: No. of bui ldings, 131; va lue £ l 16,642. 



Top Left- Ald. V. G lenn, elected 1937. 
Top Right-Ald. C . J. Dransfield. elected I 92S. 

Mayor 1933, 1934, 1935. 

Bottom Lcft-Ald, J. Winterbottom. elected 1928. 
Bottom Right-Aid. W . Lord, elected I 937 . 



Ald. G . $parks, 

elected I 9 34. 

Ald. J. E . Galloway, 
elected I 9 J 7. Mayor 

1937. 

Aid. \'//. A. Coleman, 
elected 192) , 
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MASCOT COUNCIL, 1938. 

The present members of the 

C. J . Sweeney (Moyor) - Elected 

F. J. Chipman-Elected 1905. 

W. A. Colemon- Elected 1925. 

C. J. Dransfield-Elected 1928. 

A. B. Finney-Elected 1934. 

Counc il are :-
1932. V. G. F. Glenn-Elected 1937. 

F. B. Joyce-Elected 1933. 

W. Lord- Elected 1937. 

A. E. McBurney- Elected 1928. 

G. Sparks- Elected 1934. 

7 

J. E. Galloway- Elected 1917. J . W interbottom- Elected 1928. 

STAFF. 

Town Clerk-T. G. Barber. Health lnspector-R. E. Hughes. 

Deputy Town Clerk-E. F. Burch. Stenographer-Miss I. Bosley. 

Overseer of Works-Wm. LePage. Stenographer-Miss P. Timmins. 

Auditors-Messrs. Hungerford, Spoone r & Co. 

Bankers-Commonwealth Bank of Austra lia. 

Parliamentary Representatives-Commonwea lth: T. Sheehan, M.H.R. 

State : R. J. Heffron, M . L.A. 

ii!.' 

• 

An inter ior view of the C ouncil C h ambers, showing the m odern appoimments and 
con venience of the lay ,out . 

I 



T . G. Barber, T own Clerk. E. F. Burch, Deputy Town C!erk. 

R. E . H ughes, H ea lth Inspector. \'(I'm. Le Page, Overseer of \ '(forks. 

Miss I. Bosley, Stenographer. Miss P. Timmins, Stenographer. 



Top Lefr--Ald. F . J. Chipman. elected 190>. 
Mnyor 1911. 1913, 1921, 1936. 

Top Ri,:ht- Ald. F. 8. Joyce. elected 19H. 

Botton Left-Aid. A. 8. Finney, elected 1934. 
Deputy M:ayor, 1938. 

Bottom R,ght-Ald. A. E. McBurncy, e!cc.ed 1 <)2~. 



Top Left- Aid. F. J. O,,pman. elected 190). 
Mayor 1911. 1913, 1921, 1936. 

Top R;ghr- A ld. F. B. J oyce. e lcncd 1933. 

&non Lefr- Ald. A. B. Finney, elected 1934. 
Deputy M3yor, 1938. 

Bottom Right-Aid. A. E. McBurncy, e-~ec~e<l 1923. 



Top Left- Aid. F. J. Ch;pman, elected 1905. 
Mayor 191 1, 1913, 1921, i936. 

Top R;ght- Ald. F. B. Joyce, elected 1933. 

Botton Left-Ald. A . B. Finney, e lected 1934. 
D eputy M 3yor, 1938. 

Bottom Right- Ald. A. E. McBurney, e!ec;ed 1928. 



View of Council Meeting held on 11 / 6 / '38 in the residence of the late Alderman William Parker, 
where the first Council met on 11/6/ 1888. 

Also present and not appearing in the photo. we:re:-Alderman Dransfieid, Alderman Sparks. 
Deputy Town Clerk Mr. E. F. Burch, Overseer of Works Mr. Wm. Le Page. 

Group of pioneers of the district present at the above mceting:-Bock Row (left to right) : M essrs. A. 
Laycock, R. S King, S. Moss, W. Whyms, H. R, Parker. Middle Row ( left to right): M essrs. A. E. 
Tasker, C. R. Tasker. M . J. L'Estrange. Front Row ( left to right): Messrs. H. Tasker (first Council 

A uditor) , A. A . Watson, J. H. Brown, J. C . Monro. Rev. F . H. McGowa11 was a lso present. 
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MASCOT JUBILEE IN JUNE, 1938. 
Notable Gathering in Historic Building. 

It was a happy thought that prompted the hold ing of the Mascot 
J ubilee Counc il mee ting (on June 11, 1938) in the house in wh ich the 
fi rst meeting was held 50 years ago. This was the former residence of 
ex-A lderman W illiam Porker, a building that hos withstood the ravages 
of time, and in its p resent setting, made beautifu l by the trees and flowers 
of Memoria l Pork, is one of Mascot's most interesting landmarks. 

It was a notable gathering tha t crowded the main room of this mem
ory-haunted bui ld ing. The original owner, one of Mascot's pioneer alder
men, has passed on, but there were at least two members of the original 
Council who remembered him well. One of these was ex-Aid. G. H. Bailey, 
and the other ex-Aid, A W . Sparks, who were, unfortunately, unable to 
be present on this historic occasion . 

Another old-timer, looking hole and hearty and deeply interested 
in proceed ings that took him bock over a gap of fifty years, was Mr. W . 
A Colemon, the first town clerk of the mun icipal ity. Mr. Coleman still 
takes a lively interest in municipal affairs, and is on active member of 
the present Mascot Council, to which he was elected in 1925. 

The Federal and State members fo r the district (Messrs. Sheehan, 
M.H.R., and Heffron, M.L.A. ) we.re among those present, and a lso a 
number of representatives of churches, banks and local institutions. The 
State Minister for Works (Mr. Spooner ) sent a n apology for absence. 

Section of the guests p resent at the J ubilec Ball h eld in the Coronatio n Hall. 
0 
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PIONEER ALDERMEN OF 1888. 
First Town Clerk's Re miniscences. 

13 

Among the speeches at the Jubilee gathering none aroused quite such 
interest as that of A id. Colemon, the town c lerk of the f irst Council, who 
remarked that he believed he was, with the exception of ex-Aldermen 
Bailey and Sparks, the only person living who was present at the first 
meeting of the Council in that house fifty years before . 

Mr. Coleman gave his impressions from memory of the pioneer team 
of fifteen, all but two of whom hove gone to their rest. 

"It is with very great pleasure," he said, " that I hove to mention 
our most worthy first Mayor, Alderman Jomes Coward. Alderman Coward 
was a ve ry old resident of North Botany and took a most prominent port 
in its incorporation, being Chairman of the Committee. His election as 
first Mayor was unanimous. He was a most energetic man and did a lot 
for the borough during his three terms as Mayor. 

"The late ex-Alderman John Moloney was the lead ing spirit, and I 
believe the instigator in the movement for incorporation. Mr. Moloney 
was, and hod been for about 20 years, auditor for the Redfern Munici 
pality. He was therefore well acquainted with municipal business and 
acted as secretory for the Committee. He was the first schoolmaster at 
Gardener's Rood Public School and most of the meetings were held at the 
school residence. It was he who tutored me and thus enabled me to toke 
up the position I held. ' 'The late ex-A id . Wm. Porker, who resided in 
the building we are gathered in this evening, was a man of the utmost 
integrity and took his duties as alderman very seriously. He was ap
pointed chairman of the Works Committee and many a time he and I 
took levels with on ordinary spirit level. He took upon himself the super
vising of any work that was in progress and looked after the few main~ 
tenonce men we hod, toking a very active port in the incorporation. 

"The late ex-Aid. Laycock also took a very prominent port, and was 
a most enthusiastic alderman. No man hod the interests of the borough 
more at heart. After the pu rchase of the land on wh ich the present Town 
Holl, etc., stands, he hod plans and specifications prepared and presented 
them to the Council, and the present structure was built from them. 

"The late ex-Aid. Ramsay was one of North Botany's and Botony'5, 
oldest residents; he ran the ' buses to and from the city. He was grand
father of our former colleague, ex-Aid. Ramsay, and in the Council was 
a great authority on rood-making. 

"Ex-Aid. Bailey is with us this evening and con speak for himself 
as to the part he took in the incorporation and a lso the subsequent work
ing. 

"I will now direct your attention to one who is still in the land of 
the living, and one of the gentlemen I greatly admired in the first Council 
- one of the straightest and most outspoken men I hove ever hod the 
pleasure to meet, one who always hod the courage of his convictions 

and was not afraid to express them. I refer to our colleague's father, 

l .... 

• 
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than point. ALWAYS CHOOSE THE BRAND 

WITH CARE. 
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B.&S. PAINTS · 
BLUNDELL SPENCE & CO. (AUST. ) PTY. LTD. 
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Aid. Alfred A. Sparks. He and I were po rticulior friends and mony's the 
time we walked in and out of town to work before the trams were run
n ing. Aid. Sparks took a very prominent port in the incorporation and 
was a regular attendant at the meetings. 

SETTLEMENT OF MASCOT. 
The early history of this now thriving suburb may be briefly outlined. 
The earl iest ava ilable records show the area to hove comprised 32 

Crown grants, doting back to the year 1835, and the fol lowing is a gen
eral description of the district (then port of the Botany district) in the 
ea rly days:-

Shea's C reek and Cook's River formed the west and pa rt of the 
south boundary. The land in that locality was to a very great extent 
subject to tidal waters and consisted of mangrove swamps and marshy 
lands, with smol I patches of low scrub, and embracing an area of ap
proximate ly 230 acres. The origina l Government Grant (Government Lot 
154- now the aerodrome) was nearly al l land of this character. Re
clamation works of on extensive nature were carried out in later years 
ond the swamps hove d isappeared. 

Ve ry little of the old sandhills which forme rly existed in the ce ntral 
parts of the area are now even traceable, the sand having been carted 
away for building, filling or levelling purposes, or blown away by the 
winds. 

Cook's H il l was the h ighest point in the district. It is said that 
Captain Cook viewed the loca lity from the top. The Blue Mountains could 
be seen from the summit. Christion services were held on the hill in the 
early days. 

WATER AND SEWERAGE. 
Up to the year 1858 the few residents in this port of the metropolitan 

area obtained their water supplies, in common with the rest of Sydney, 
from what was known as the Tunnel Scheme, the foundation of which 
was a tunnel connecting Hyde Pork with Lochlon Swamps (n<:>w Cen
tennial Park ) . This Tunnel Scheme began to supply Sydney with water 
as early as 1830, though in times of drought only a trickle came through, 
and water was sold at sixpence a bucket on occasions. 

Some time in the 'fifties it was decided to construct the Botany Dom, 
and in November, 1858, pumping engines were set to work, comprising 
three steam engines of l 00 horse-power each, to raise water through a 
30-inch ma in to the Crown Street Reservoir. These continued to do duty 
till 1887. 

In 1878, following a report by Mr. W. Clark, an eminent English 
engineer, the Upper Nepeon Scheme was commenced. In 1887 residents 
hod the satisfaction of knowing that the Nepeon waters were flowing into 
the Engine Pond at Botany, and, thereafter, fears of a water fam ine were 
at rest. 

'Sewe rage: In the '80's the Main Southern Outfa ll sewer from the 
City was constructed, two miles of which passed through Mascot, near 
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Old Botany Rood. Rowe & Smith were the contractors for the construc
t ion, which took several years to complete. Some of the gardeners ne 
g lected their gardens and worked on the sewer construction for h igher 
wages and shorter hours. 

Drains : Before ports of the district were habitable or could be cul
tivated, a large drain was cut from Botany Boy to Lords Rood. From that 
point two drains, each a mile long, were opened up, one in a northerly 
d irection and the other north-easterly to Gardener's Rood. Other large 
drains were cut to Shea's Creek, some by convict labour. 

THE FIRST ROADS. 
The port of the Botany district now known as Mascot was orig ina lly 

called Little Botany. To reach the first settlement of Botany from Sydney, 
by way of Newtown and St. Peters, sal t-water f lats hod to be crossed. 
Because of the necessity to negotiate much mud, the district earned the 
unenviable but apparently wel l- merited name of " Mudbonk." 

Old Botany Road: Means of access to Sydney in the early days was 
by way of Mudbonk Rood- now Old Botany Rood-across the swamps 
and Shea's Creek, via St. Peters and Newtown, and the surface was mostly 
mud. The bridge over Shea's Creek was often under water and on these 
occasions pedestrians hod to remove their boots and wade across wher. 
visiting St. Peters. The ladies hod to be ca rried across. 

Botany Road : It was a bout the year 1850 or a li t t le later that 
Botany Rood was mode with convict labour extending from the Porro
motto Rood (now George Street West) through Regent Street, Redfern, 
to Sir Joseph Banks Hotel, Botany. Up to the year 1875 no effort was 
mode on the eastern side of Botany Rood to improve the sand track, 
except by laying t i-tree bush where the whee ls passed along. On the 
weste rn s ide Lo rds Rood was constructed by the Gove rnment short ly ofter 
the completion of Botany Rood. 

Ricke tty Street : Ricketty Street was first formed by cutting drains 
on either side, laying a good depth of ti- tree boughs, then covering with 
mud from the adjacent bog, which took weeks to dry. It remained in 
this state for a number of years before stone was placed upon the sur
face, and then it was unsatisfactory owing to the boggy and springy 
nature of the soil. Some of the holes required one to two cubic yards 
of stone to fill them. When the canal was formed, the roadway was 
widened to double its former width and mode higher with more mud. 

Garde ne r's Road : Gardene r's Rood extended from Botany Rood to 
Kent Rood. It derived its name from its usage by market gardene rs. 
It was heavy sand all the way. The roadway remained in this state for 
30 or 40 years, until a Rood Trust comprising Messrs. George Stiff, John 
Annabel and George G. Goddard, was appointed in the '? O's. The 
Trust first experimented with hardwood sown boards laid from Botany 
Rood for about a quarter of a mi le in the track of the cart wheels. These 
boards were not a success, and they were re placed with stone- short 
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lengths of roadway being constructed each year as money became avai !
able. The Trust was subsidised by the Government £ for £. 

Kent Road : Kent Road, so named by Mr. Thomas Harris, who came 
from Kent, Eng land, in the early '30's and settled in Kent Road a few 
years later, was, in the '40's, extended to Campbell Street, St. Peters. 
At the head of Shea's Creek a bridge of four 20ft. spans was constructed 
across the swamp. This road provided a much shorter way to Sydney 
than by way of Ricketty Street, and it earned the sobriquet of "Soup 
Road," because the gardeners used it to cart that rich fertiliser to their 
gardens. 

TRAFFIC. 
Before the advent of the 'bus, residents who desired to visit Sydney 

had to walk, unless they were fortunate enough to own a coach or market 
ca rt. Some f ine teams of horses were to be seen on the road, notably 
York and Walsh, woolwashers; Elliot of Flood Vale, tanners; Berry's . teams 
carrying offa l from Glebe Island to their works in Bay Street, Botany. 

At first the 'bus supplied the traffic from the Si r Joseph Banks Hotel , 
and in the '70's three were running. Harry Ramsay was one of the first 
drive rs, a lways taking plenty of t ime. The fares were l / - each way 
and double after 10 p.m. on Saturdays. 

In the 'S0's Mascot was first served with trams of the double -deck 
type. Then ran on a single line, loops being at Waterloo and Gardener's 
Lane (now Miles Street) . Tramway Street derived its name from this 
c ircumstance. 

EARLY SETTLEMENT. 
Following the construction of Botany Road, which passed through the 

Cooper Estate for nearly three miles, portion of th is Estate was subdivided 
about 1875. Also about this time land in Mascot was subd ivided, and 
when people could buy the ir land freeho ld, the district progressed con
s iderably. 

Amongst the we ll-to-do people who fi rst settled in Little Botany were 
Simeon Lord, Hon. John Macintosh, Robert Macintosh, Messrs. Wi lliamson, 
'Holli ngshed, Dougherty and others. Several of these gentlemen had 
coachmen. 

In the '50's, when Botany Road was constructed, the better houses 
were built of brick with slate roofs. The slates were carted from the 
ship's s ide at Circular Quay and the bricks (hand made ) came from St. 
Peters. 

A very fine stone house, said to be the best erected in Mascot, was 
built by Barney Dougherty, isolated in the north-eastern portion of Mascot 
and surrounded by Norfolk Island Pines. 

At the end of Botany Road was the Sir Joseph Banks Hotel. The host 
was named Buchanan, who also kept p leasure g rounds and a menagerie. 

Public Ut'ilities Representation. 
Council Representatives on the various loca l governing authorities:
Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and Drainage Board, Second Constit

uency.- A. H. Moverly, Esq., M.L.A. 

. ... 
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Board of Fire Commiss ioners of N.S.W., Sydney and Suburbs Fire Dis
trict.- Hon. T. D. Mutch, M.L.A. 

Sydney County Council, Second Constituency.-Ald. J . H. Gardiner 
(Redfern ) , Aid. S. E. Parry (Cante rbury) . 

THE FIRST INDUSTRI ES. 

Market Garde ns. 
Prior to the constitution of the municipality in 1888, gardening was 

the chief industry in the Mascot district. Some of the early gardeners 
were Messrs. Thomas Horris, George Rolfe, Annabel, Bogis, Turner, Mi les, 
Doniel Sims, Rossbridge, Wm. Moss, J. Mortin, Rolph, Barrett, John Mil le r, 
Stiff, Hooper, Hambly, R. Martin, S. Mortin, Collins, Tasker, Porker, Mc
Keond, Tunbridge, Guile and others. 

In the '70's the gardens were at their best. In the springtime they 
were a beautifu l sight with their well kept breaks of lontona, budd leo, 
mulberry, flax and p ines. At this time of the year Sydney was dependent 
upon these gardens for its potatoes. There were some heavy yields
some patches turning out at the rate of 24 tons to the acre. The red and 
blue Derwent were grown then. 

When the gold-fields opened many gardeners left to seek their for
tunes, but those who stayed on their gardens found the most gold, as the 
price of potatoes rose to £20 per ton . 

Dairies. 
Jomes Coward, Jomes Sowle and Forster were the first dairymen in 

the district. Jomes Coward, J .P., afterwords become the first Mayor of 
North Botany. It was laborious work carrying milk cons attached to a 
yoke over the bearer's shou lders to Redfern. It is not on record if they 
did two trips each day. 

Orchards . 
Thomas Humbly and Henry Hollingshed cultivated two very fine 

orchards, the former having mostly citrus fruits. 

Nurserie s. 
Nurseries come later, Mill igan was the first in this field. 

Othe r Industries. 
The first mil l, owned by Pemmell, was erected near the Water Works. 

A candle factory was established where the tannery stands to-day. Car
rol l's slaughter-house was started near Lords Rood; Walker's glue factory 
near High Street; and a b lack.smithy, run by Joseph Bogis, who was a lso 
on expert rhubarb g rower, come into existence. 

In the .north-eastern portion of the area was Barney Dougherty's 
boil ing-down works, p iggery and garden, also other p iggeries. 

A small grocery store, with even smaller trade, was kept by a Mrs. 
Alder in Botany Rood near Annabel's Lane (now Coward Street) . The 
verandah of the shop was a meeting place for the lads of the d istrict. 

Historical reference would be incomplete without mention of old Teddy 
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Andrews. He kept a I ittle second-hand shop l O f t . x 12 f t ., in front of 
his hut of the same d imensions near the corner of King Street and Mudbank 
Road ( now Old Botany Road ) . The p lace was packed from floor to roof 
with al l sorts of goods. 

BEGINNINGS OF MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT. 

The c ircumstances leading up to the constitution of the Borough of 
t---lorth Botany (now Mascot ) make interesting reading. 

Early in 1888, a meeting was held at Botany for the purpose of having 
Botany and North Botany proc laimed a Borough under the provisions of 
the Mun icipalit ies Act of 1867. 

A dispute occurred a t the meeting as to the number of Aldermen to 
represent the North Botany portion of the area. As there seemed to be 
a very remote chance of overcoming the impasse, the representatives of 
North Botany retired from the meeting. Returning to North Botany, the 
representatives held a separate meeting in the o ld Presbyterian School 
Room, and resolved to take steps to have the area proclaimed a Borough, 
separated from Botany by a boundary to be mutua lly agreed upon. 

The Borough of North Botany was subsequent ly proclaimed by Pro
c lamation publ ished in the Government Gazette, No. 216, of 4th Apri l, 
1888. 

At this time, it is interesting to note, the numbe r of houses 
in the are a was 400, and the population approximately 2,000. 
To-day the houses numbe r 4 ,000, and the population is 15,000. 

Looking back over a space of 50 years, Mr. Henry Tasker, at present 
resid ing at George Street, St. Peters, writes to the Town C lerk of Mascot :
" I have a vivid recollection of the first council meeting, and a lso of the 
e lection preceding it, which was on 2nd June, 1888. The e lection was 
held in o large marquee erected in Mr. Miles' paddock, John Pettie being 
returning officer, and George Perry assisting him. There were 15 candidates 
for the position of alderman, and the nine highest were elected, M r. Jomes 
Coward heading the poll with 199 votes. There were three candidates 
for the position of auditor, Mr. W. Fletcher a nd myse lf being elected. It 
was thought at the time to be a bold venture to start loca l government at 
North Botany, road making being an expensive item, with the prospect of 
o small revenue, as the place was sparsely populated. I must congratu late 
the Council on the wonderful progress that has been made in 50 years." 

THE FIRST COUNCIL. 
The first Counci l comprised the following aldermen:-

George Henry Bai ley Aaron Laycock Henry Ramsay 
James Coward John Maloney A lfred William Sparks 
Edward Hicks William Parker Stephen Tancred 

The initia l meeting of the Council was held at the residence of Alder
man Wi lliam Parker on 11th June, 1888. This residence sti ll stands am idst 
the beauty of the Memorial Park, wh ich was subsequently acqu ired by 
the Council. 
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A lderman James Coward was elected Mayor and Alderman Maloney 
was appointed to act as Clerk until an appointment shou ld be made. Mr. 
William Al len Coleman was appointed Council Clerk on 4th Ju ly, 1888. 

Of the original Counc il, only Messrs. Bailey and A. W. Sparks are 
al ive to-day, but the first Counci l Clerk, Mr. W. A. Coleman, is at present 
an Alderman of the Counci l, having been continuously in office since his 
e lection in 1926. 

At its incorporation the Borough was not divided into wards, but 
later three wards, viz., North, Central and South, were proclaimed. They 
were abolished in 1908. 

SOME EARLY BUSINESS. 
The second meeting of the Counci l was also held at Aid. Porker's 

residence on 15th June, 1888, when it was decided to rent the Presbyterian 
School Room in Botany Road for Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday nights 
at 7 /6 per week. 

In April, 1889, an estimate was adopted for expenditure for the year 
embracing road works £500, and other expenses £529, a total of £ 1029. 

Plans of the Town Hall were considered by the Council on 24th Sep
tember, 1889. Sandstone was eventually adopted for the foundations, 
and it was decided to bu ild the hall by contract. Mr. A. J . King was sub
sequently appointed Cle rk of Works for the Town Hal l building at £2/5/
per week. It was a lso decided that the structure shou ld stand back 12 
feet from the street a lignment of Botany Road. A loan of £2000 was 
raised to f inance the work, which was completed, in its first form, towards 
the close of 1889. 

In Moy, 1893, the Council resolved that all further appl ications for 
the establishment of boiling-down works, slaughter houses and poultry 
farms should be refused in tne interests of the area. A petition was 
submitted aga inst any permits being granted for the erection of slaughter 
houses in South Ward. The Council a lso decided to oppose a proposal 
to establish an area for noxious trades on the northern side of Botany 
Bay. 

CHANGE TO MASCOT. 

The borough was constituted as "North Botany," but so fa r back 
as 1907 an agi ta t ion commenced for an alteration. This movement did 
not take defin ite shape until 1911, when a referendum of ratepayers was 
held as to whether the name should be "Mascot," "Boronia" or "Boora
lee." The former won the day and the name of the area was al tered 
according ly. 

GREAT ROAD WORK SINCE 1914. 
The year 1914 practica lly marks the commencement of permanent 

road works in Mascot. Prior to this there existed practically not a hun
dred yards of prope rly-made road. The roads were almost impassable , 
and low-lying lands were f looded ofter a heavy shower of rain, owing to 
insufficient drainage. 
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The le ngth of completed rood construction is now 30 miles out of 
a total of 35 miles. In addition, 2250 chains of kerbing and gutte ring 
and 930 chains of paving have been carried out, and the Council is con
tinuing this work towards comple tion. 

Although involving a comparatively small capitol outJoy, the most 
important work of al l from a health point of view was the erection of the 
plant for the disposal of n ightsoil into the sewer, instead of burying, as 
hod hitherto obtained. Since the removal of the nightsoi I depot in 1926 
from the eastern end of King Street and Pork Road, this portion of the 
area has developed considerably. 

STREET NOMENCLATURE. 

H istorica l associations with many of the orig ina l estates have been 
mainta ined in names of the streets. South Waterloo Estate embraces 
Well ington, Picton, Ponsonby (which hos lately been renamed Maloney 
Street), Linden, Beresford, Brussels, Ney, Napoleon, Bonaparte, Wellesley 
and Blucher. The three latter roods were subsequently re-named. Bona
parte is now Pork Road, Wellesley is now King Street, and Blucher is now 
Hicks Avenue. Al l of the foregoing names ,were associated with the 
Battle of Waterloo. 

In one of the oldest subdivisions, viz., Tarkington's Grant, Church 
celebrities names were adopted-Bishops Broughton and Polding. In this 
subdivision also the names of Wel lington and Smith Streets occurred, 
and these names were repeated in a subsequent different subdivision. 
In Doceyvi lle the historical assoc ia t ions of Captain Cook hove been 
reta ined. 

Local names were given to streets in subdivisions to retain the con
nection with the owners, viz ., Wont, Humphrey and Berry Streets in Wont's 
Subdivision and Berry's Estate, Dougherty Street, Harris Street, Smith 
Street and others. Loca l persona l associations account for Wont, Ran
dolph, Mo loney, Sutherland, Coward, Hard ie, Dougherty, Humphrey, 
t:serry, Horris, Hottield, Hen ley, Hol lingstled, ,Lord's, Macintosh, ,Rolfe, 
Smith, Tunbridge, Malcolm, Cleland and other street names. After the 
lapse of so many years it is difficu lt to arrive at the definite origin of 
many other street names, but doubtless each had some special origin. 

CIVIC BUILDINGS AND INSTITUTIONS. 

The present Town Hal l, erected in 1889, was added to a few years 
later, and in 1910/ 11, during one of the several terms as Mayor, Aid. 
Fronk Ch ipman (who is affectionately referred to as the "Father of the 
Counci l," having occupied the office of alderman for on unbroken period 
of 35 years), the hall was still further improved by the erection of the 
Coronation Hali, which, in turn, was en larged by the add ition of annexes. 

It is of h istorical interest that the Coronation Holl derived its name 
from the Coronation of his late Majesty, King George V., which took 
place during that year. 
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The municipal offices, opened in 1929, are situated immediately at 
the rear of the Town Hall and fronting Coward Street. This work was 
completed during one of the many terms as Mayor of Alderman L'Estrange. 

The district is justly proud of its civic centre at Botany Road and 
Coward Street. 

SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL AND PARK. 
On the opposite side of the noad stands the imposing Mascot Soldiers' 

Memorial, framed in the beautiful setting of the Memorial Park gardens. 
The movement for the Soldiers' Memorial was initiated by Alderman T. 
H. Hicks on his election as Mayor in January, 1920, and the foundation 
stone was laid by him on 4th December, 1920. 

The foundation of the monument contains 1400 cubic feet of con
crete; the steps ore of Bowrol Trachyte. The lamp bases ore of polished 
red granite. The name-plate is of axed and polished granite, with pol
ished trachyte panels bearing the inscriptions and names of the fallen 
engraved and finished in gold. This is surmounted by a heavily wrought 
cornice supporting an emblematic device of the shield and palms of vic
tory in electro bronze. The whole is finished with a massive polished 
grey granite column, supporting the Orb of the Empire, embellished witH. 
bronze mountings and Victoria Cross. 

The background to this memorial is provided by the Memorial Park. 
This park, with its beautiful lawns and gardens, backed by graceful wi llow 
and cottonwood trees, impresses the traveller with its natural beauty. 

FAMOUS FL YI NG CENTRE. 
In the realms of flying, the name of Mascot conjures up names uni

versally known and respected for the deeds accomplished in the develop
ment of aviation--Captain Ross Smith, Lieutenants Parer and Macintosh, 
Captain (later Sir Allan) Cobham, Bert Hinkler, Wing Commander ( later 
Sir Charles) Kingsford Smith and Charles Ulm, Flight-Lieutenant Moir 
and Flying-Officer Owen, Mr. Chichester, Amy Johnson, Jean Batten and 
others. 

The aerodrome itself, at present occupying an area of 221 acres, has 
been lately increased in size by the acquisition of 42 acres. 

In addition, the Federal Government proposes establishing the ulti
mate terminal of the England-Australia seap lane base in Botany Bay. 
This base will be set in almost the historic landing-place of Captain Cook, 
whose anniversary was recently celebrated. 

PARKS AND RECREATION GROUNDS. 
Mascot is now well served by parks and recreation grounds and has 

ample breathing spaces around. 
Memorial Park : · .An area of four acres, opposite the Town Hall, was 

acquired in 1920 from the Executors of the Estate of the late Wili'iam 
Parker for £3000. Improvements have been effected to the value of 
£2000, exclusive of a large amount of work gratuitously performed by 
citizens. 

1 
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This pork sti ll conta ins the orig inal residence of the late W i lliam 
Porker, who was a member of the first council, and within which the 
first council meeting was held on 11 th June, 1888. I t der ives its name 
from the fi ne Soldiers' Memorial erect ed on a commanding site a t the 
corner of Botany Rood and Coward Street. T he pork is generously set 
out in gardens which form a picturesque sett ing for the memorial and 
a beauty spot of which the d istrict is justly proud. 

Daceyville Reserve : Two adjoining Crown reserves wh ich vest in the 
Memorial Por k and having improvements to the value of £820 thereon. 

L'Estrange Park: An a rea of seven acres acquired in 1926 for on 
amount of £4000, towards which the Government contr ibuted £ l 000. This 
park is named ofter Alderman M. J. L 'Estronge, who was Mayor on four 
occasions. Improvements to the va lue of £ 1280 hove been effected in 
this area. 

Ross Smith Park: Th is pork, cont a ining 10 acres adjoining Ross 
Smith Avenue, is held under lease from the Defence Depor tment at a 
peppercorn renta l. Improvements t o £470 hove been mode to this pork 
by the Counc i I. 

Daceyville Reserve : Two adjoin ing Crown reserves wh ich vest in the 
Counc i l to the south of Doceyville cont a ins a considerable acreage. 

Children's Playground and Tennis Courts: These stand on g round 

bought at the auction so le of the Town H o l l Estate for a sum of £ 1500. 
Both tenn is court s ore equipped with n ight l ighting and improvements 
hove cost £720. Sw ings, see-saws and a roundabout comprise the equip
ment in t he chi ldren's playground, which immedia t ely adjoins the tennis 
courts. The playground was opened in 1927. 

In add i tion to these porks, open spaces such as the Lakes Golf Links, 
the Wat er Reserve, the aerodrome, Ascot and Rosebery racecourses, provide 
omple breathing space for the residents. 

"FATHER" OF COUNCIL - ALD. F. J. CHIPMAN. 

Of t he present Mascot Counci l the outstanding f igure, in respect of 
years and experience, is A id. F. J. Chipman, who was first elected to the 
Counc i l in 1905. In the last 33 years M r. Chipman hos p layed a notable 
part in building up th is por tion of Sydney' s suburban area. He has been 
a member of t he Counc i l continuously since 1905, and has been four 
t imes Mayor, his fi rst term of office being in 19 1 1, and h is last in 1936. 

FIRST TOWN CLERK - ALD. W. A. COLEMAN. 
No man living con talk more interesting ly of Mascot, i t s growth and 

development in the lost fifty years than can Mr. W. A Coleman, who has 
the distinction of having been the first Town Clerk of the district, a posi 
tion to which he was appointed in Ju ly, 1888-just fifty years ago. 

Elsewhere in this book appears a report of Mr. Coleman's speech at 
the Jubilee Ce lebrations in Memoria l Pork. On that occasion he paid a 
tribute to the men who were f i rst elected to the Counci l- particu larly to 
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Aid. James Coward, the first Mayor, and to such bygone pioneers as John 
Moloney, William Parker and others. He a lso spoke in warm appreciation 
of the services to the district of ex-Alderman Alfred Sparks, who was a 
member of the orig inal Counc il fifty years ago, and who is still in the 
land of the living. 

Though he has passed the 70 mark, he is still actively engaged in his 
profession. "I was an original director of the South Sydney Co-operative 
Homes Building Society," he remarked to an interviewe r; "it is a Society 
formed about nine months ago, following the Housing Bi ll that the Stevens 
Government introduced. The Bill has been a big help to building every
where. 

"Mascot has grown wonderfully in this last ten or a dozen years. 
It has g rown in every way; good residential houses and shops have sprung 
up and new indust ries have been started. It isn't so easy now to find 
vacant land on which to build. 

MASCOT JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS. 

To celebrate the 50th ann iversary of the incorporat ion of the area, 
a week of celebrations was held from 2nd April, 1938, to 10 th April, 1938. 

Saturday, 2nd April, 1938.-A monster process ion was held, starting from 
Moloney Street and Gardeners Road, and traversing Gardene rs Road, 
Botany Road, Park Road, and Sutherland Street, to L'Estrange Park, 
where the judging of the entries took place. This was a most successful 
procession, witnessed by over 20,000 people. 

Monday, 4th April, 1938.- An Afternoon Social and Reunion tendered to 
ratepayers and residents, past and present, 60 years of age and over. 
The old folks responded nobly to this invitation, and spent a happy 
afternoon in recounting past experiences and renewing old acquaint
anceships, some journeying from 300 to 400 miles to attend. 

Tuesday, 5th April, 1938 .- The Jubilee Banquet held in the Coro Ha ll. 
The funct ion was the high-light of the Celebrations, provid ing, as it 
did, an opportunity for men associated with the deve lopme nt of the 
district to meet old friends and recount p leasant memories, to meet 
civic administrators, past and present, Cabinet Minister, Members of 
Parliament and the representatives of various local governing bodies. 

-Saturday, 9th April, 1938.-Jubilee Ball, held in the Coro Hall. The Jubilee 
Ball, under the distinguished patronage of His Excellency Lord Wa ke 
hurst, K.C.M.G., Governor of N.S.W., was a fitting c limax to a week 
of celebrations. Attende d by over 450 people, the spirit of carniva l 
entered into the proceedings, and those p resent spent a most enjoy
able evening. 

Sunday, l 0th Apri l, 1938.-Back to Mascot Thanksgiving Services. Special 
services were conducted in each of the several churches in the area, 
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and the Council was represented by members at each service. Thus the 
Week of Celebrations was concluded. 

Children's Afternoon .-This function, originally set down for Thursday, 
7th April, was unavoidably postponed owing to the then prevalent 
infantile para lysis epidemic. The function was subsequently held 
on 21st July, 1938, and took the form of a theatre afternoon ten
dered to all school children in the dist rict. Over 4,000 chi ldren 
were enterta ined at the Morino, Ascot and Rosebery Theatres by 
courtesy of Mascot Theatres Ltd., and spent a most enjoyable 
afternoon. 

MASCOT'S MODEL AREA. 
How Daceyville was Planned and Built. 

An in teresting feature of the development of Mascot hos been the 
laying out, on the eastern side of the district, of the subu rb of Daceyville 
In Daceyville we hove the embodiment, in a somewhat modified form, of 
the "Gorden Suburb," of which there ore many examples in. England. 
The loca l experiment can be described as highly successful. 

The Daceyville suburb, wh ich is on eastern extension of Mascot, is 
bounded on the north by South Kensington, and on the south by the 
Botany area. The idea of making a model subu rb of this port of the 
metropol itan area originated with Mr. J. R. Dacey, then a Minister of the 
McGowen Labour Government (1910- 13). In 1912, when there was a 
shortage of small dwelling-houses in Sydney, the Government undertook 
the construction of a mode l subu rb, which was named Daceyville, ofter 
the State Minister. A Housing Act was passed to make provision for the 
appointment of a Housing Boord, and for the purchase and subdivision 
of land and erection of residences. 

The land appropriated and set apart for the purpose comprises on 
area of 336 acres l rood 27 perches or tnereobouts. The greater port ot 
this area at the time of the appropriation, was vacant Crown land, while 
it also included a portion of land wh ich hod previously been resumed for 
the conservation of wate r. The soi l is of a light sandy nature, and in 
1912 was covered with a var iety of scrub common to the d istrict between 
the eastern port of Sydney and the Botany coast line. 

On this waste area, undulating and scrub-covered 26 years ago, 
has _ grown up the attractive, we ll-laid out Daceyville of to-day. 

Rese rvations for Parks and Garde ns. 

The plan adopted, with the approval of the Minister, was prepared by 
Mr. John Su lman, F.R. I.B.A., and Mr. J. F. Hennessy, architects, of Sydney, 
two of the best authori t ies in Australia on town planning. They worked 
in conjunction with Mr. J . D. Fitzgerald, the first Cha irman of the Housing 
Board. 

At various points, to suit the natura l undu lations of the site, areas 
were reserved for porks, gardens, and other open public spaces; also re-
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serves for va rious publ ic build ings, schools, and buildings for religious 
purposes. Four ma in avenues, each 100 feet wide, with side-walks 25 feet 
wide, were planned, and branching off the main avenues were constructed 
secondary roads, each 66 feet wide, with 16½ feet side-walks. 

The proportion of the area allotted fo r purposes other than the erection 
of dwell ings and shops (for roads, park lands, public buil dings, etc.) was 
125½ acres, or rather more than one-third of the whole area. There re
mained 21 I acres on which to erect shops and houses. Calculated at seven 
cottages to the acre, this provided for approximately 1,437 cot tages and 
40 shops for the whole estate. 

Daceyville has developed and taken on its residential character 
in accordance with the care fully prepared plans of 1912. 

At the time the Housing Board commenced operations, there was a 
creek or stormwater channel running from the Bunnerong Road near the 
entrance to the suburb, and causing a considerable swamp. This swamp 
has been reclaimed by the construction of a large concrete drain, which 
empties at the southern end, and the low- lying parts have been fi lled in 
and leve lled. This has meant that land which would otherwise be useless 
hes been made available for bui lding pu rposes, besides providing for 
improvement of the sanitary conditions. 

THE CHURCHES 
ST. B·ERNARD'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

It was in 1860 that the first Roman Cathol ic Church, a modest stone 
building, was erected in Mascot. The site was in Botany Road, near the 
southern end of what is now the Mascot Municipality. The original build
ing was erected on land given by Mr. Edward Lord. There have been 
many improvements and additions since, but the foundation laid by the 
pioneers of 78 years ago still remains. 

ST. LUKE'S CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 

St. Luke's Church of England, Mascot, is a brick bui ld ing, situated in 
Tunbridge Street. The Church has made great strides, since the Rev. W. S. 
McLeod was appointed. Mr. McLeod is a graduate of Moore Theological 
College, Sydney, and a Licentiate of Theology of Durham University, which 
degree he went to England to obtain. 

BECKENHAM MEMORIAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

Congregational services were commenced in the Dudley Hall , Mascot, 
in 1911, by the late Rev. John and Mrs. Beckenham, where they gathered 
round them a devoted band, of whom quite a number are still worsh ipping 
and working in the district. 

In 1914 the Church-School was opened. In 1916 the beloved Pastor, 
Rev. John Beckenham, was called "Home" to higher service. 



ui 
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METHODIST CHURCH. 
The beginnings of the Methodist Chu rch in Mascot practically date 

from 1843, when Mr. Thomas Harris, a local preacher, was authorised to 
conduct a service in his home in Kent Road. Prior to this service, mem
bers wa lked to their Church in Macquarie Street, Sydney. The name of the 
Kent Road meeting place appeared on the Sydney circu it p lan in 1847. 
From that time the d istrict has been continuously se rved by ministe rs from 
Ch ippenda le, Newtown, and Botany, to which a t various periods it was 
a ttached. 

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 
Mascot is wel l served by various public services and communa l activi 

ties, as is indicated by the following services, societies, assoc iations, etc., 
and the ir respective office bea re rs:-

Banks. 

Commonweal th Bank of Austral ia.- Ma nager, J. W eeks; number of 
sta ff, 6. 

National Bank of Austra las ia, Ltd .- Manage r, R. A. Dunn; number 
of staff. 7. 

Commercia l Banking Company of Sydney Ltd .- Monager, A. V. Mar
tin; number of staff, 3. 

Eng lish, Scottish and Australian Bonk Ltd.- Ma nager, C. S. Lugton; 
number of s taff, 3 . 

Police. 

Station, Doceyville.- Off icer in cha rge, Inspector Spring; number of 
staff, 51. 

Station, Mascot.--Oft icer in charge, Sergeant Kimber; number of 
staff, 10. 

Fire Brigade. 

Office r in charge, J . Malvern; Firemen, 6 permanent, 6 volunteers. 

Post Office. 

Postmaster, H. Myers. Stoff: Posto I assistants, etc ., 14; te lephonists, 
30. 

The average number of letters, newspapers, parcels, etc., ou twards 
approximate 1,200,000 pe r annum. The ave rage inwards posta l matter 
aggregates a pproximate ly 840,000 articles per annum. Telephone ca lls 
approximate 3,000,000 per annum. 

Progress Associations. 

Eastlo kes.- President, A id. W. Lord; Secreta ry, J . H. Kaye; Treasurer, 
R. Dean. 

Moscot.- President, C. Gra y; Sec retary, Aid. G. Sparkes; Treasurer, 
P. Pa rsons. 

Lo uriston Park.- President, J . A lexander; Secretory, Mrs. C. Alex
ander; Treasurer, C. Warren. 



LAKES HOTEL 
Cnr. Gardeners Road and 

Macquarie Street, 

MASCOT . 

• 
• Gives the public the latest 

in bars and ladies' parlour. 

• Nothing better in t~~ way of comfort could be expected by those who 
enjoy a drink. 

• Our Motto : Civility, Quality and Service. 

• Free and prompt delivery of the Best Brands of W ines, Beers and Spirits. 

Ring Moscot 12 9 5 fo r your orders. JOSEPH B. MURPHY, PROPRIETOR. 

Stoneware Pipes 
and Fittings ... 
FOR SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE 

AGRICULTURAL PIPES 

Write for Catalogue ond Price L ist. 

THE INDUSTRIAL BRICK CO. LTD. 
BOTANY ROAD, WATERLOO. 

(Cnr. Bourke St reet ) . ' Phone : Mascot 135. 
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DETAIL BUILT RADIO. 

THE "BABY " 
We invite you to see and hear Tasma's 

latest " Baby." This handy, portable yet 

e mine ntly powerful set is a vailable for 

broadcast or dual-wave reception a nd 

for use with direct a nd alternating 

curre nt or battery operation. 

A Baby set with full si2:e console per

formance. Come and hear it ! 

A PRODUCT OF THOM & SMITH PTY. LTD. 
29-39 BOTANY ROAD, MASCOT. 

F. C. LOVERIDGE & SON 
A. H. LOVER IDGE, F.R.E.I., PROPRIETOR. 

27 BOTANY ROAD, MASCOT 

ESTABLISHED 30 YEARS. 'PHONE : MASCOT 429. 

• 
Members of the Real Estote Institute. SEE US for oll branches of Reol Estate. 

RENT COLLECTING A SPECIALITY. 
Ploce your business with the old establ ished firm 

WE HAVE BUILT AND MAINTAINED OUR BUSINESS 

BY A POLICY OF HONESTY AND INTEGRITY. 

Agents for the New Zeolond lnsuronce Compony Ltd. - All c lasses of lnsuronce. 
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F. T. WIMBLE AND CO. 
Pioneer Ink Manufocturers. 

No manufocturing business is better known t hroughout Austral ia---one might say 
throughout t he Empire- thon t ha t of F. T. W imble and Co., which suppl ies the prin ting 
trade of Austra lia wit h ink and other essential artic les. The headquarters of th is fomous 
fi rm a re at 35 Cla rence St reet, Sydney, while the bulk stores and foctories, in l ords Road, 
Mascot, a re a n ou tstanding fea ture of the d is trict. 

The name of W imble will always be associa ted with the manufacture of printers' ink. 
The Austral ian pioneer was Mr. Fred. T . W imble, who was born in London in 1846, and 
arrived in Melbourne in 1867, when he was not quite 2 1. But t he grandfa ther of F. T. , 
Mr. Thomas Wimble, of London, mode printers' ink in the old country more than a century 

and a half ago. 

The young man who reached Melbourne in 1867 ha d a small capital, a good technical 
equipment a nd some odds a nd ends of machinery. At th is t ime Aust ra lia was wholly 
dependen t on imported inks, as on practically oi l o ther printers' materia ls. F. T. W imble, 
at the age of 22, started the first prin t ing ink monufoctory in Austral ia. The site was 
at the rear of an undertaker's establishment in Collins Stree t, Melbourne. His plant having 
been installed, he immed iately produced coloured inks. His product was t he fi rst print ing 
ink made in the Southern Hemisphere-a fac t to remember when the history of Australian 
monufocturing enterprise is being written. 

The business expanded, gradua lly at firs t, and then more rapidly. After n ine years in 
t he new country, in course of which he hod sold goods in oil the colonies, and had likewise 
visited New Zealand, Mr. Fred. T . W imble was a ble to p:Jy a visit to Eng land and 
America. He returned to t he land of his adoption with more pla n t and machinery. 
In 1878 he le ft Melbourne for Sydney, and ma de h is headquarters there. , That was 60 
ye ors a go, and except for on intervo I of ten years in Queensland, Sydney has been the 
home ever s ince of the W imble enterprise. 

In Sydney, where premises were fi rst taken in Clarence Street- the street which is 
still the firm's headquarters- the monufocture of inks, of roller composition ( the Federal), 
and of electrotyping was entered on. Each new line seemed to call up another, a nd so 
the business expanded . Type founding come later, also varnish making, and other things. 
" In thickly popu la ted countries," M r. Wimble once expla ined, "any one of t he lines we 
run would be a separate business. Adaptabi lity is o great thing, and this business was 
always adopted to meet t he needs of a new coun try." 

Expansion demanded larger manufocturing a reas, and in 19 14 t he old grounds of 
the Sydney Gun Club were purchased. In the same yea r the va rn ish factory was established 
on the presen t Mascot si te. It was not long a fterwords that la rge bulk stores were erected 
at Mascot, and t he bla ck ink factory was bui lt, fol lowed by rotogravure ink branch and 
ot her necessa ry bui !dings. 

So va ried ore now the W imble ente rprises t ha t no one t hinks of printing in Aust ra lia 
without the name of the fi rm coming to mind. In a dd ition to the inks, varnishes, 
compositions, etc., that it manufactures di rect ly, it is d is tribut ing a gent for pra ctical ly 
every kind of machine and appl iance tha t t he great printing industry requ ires. 

In 19 28 the d ia mond jubilee of t he fi rm was celebrated with much ecla t and aroused 
continent- wide interest . Tributes to the founder, M r. F. T. W imble (then aged 8 2 ) 
poured in from all ports of the Commonweal th . An interesting and valuable publication, 
"Wimble's Reminder," told the world of the adven tures and a ch ievements of a jus t ly 
famous house. 

In January, 1936, being then in his 90th year, Mr. F. T. Wimble passed away. The 
great industry he built up remains. Members of his fami ly ore carrying on his work, a 
nephew (Mr. Fred. E. W imble), who joined t he business in 1890, hold ing the posi tion 
of works direc tor, while Mr. G. 8 . Wimble, a son of the founder, is associated with the 
business management. 
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THATCHER & OBERG PTY. LTD., TIMBER AND JOINERY. 
This firm, originally D. Thatcher & Sons, commenced business os coopers in Tramway 

Street, Mascot, with the brothers F. W. and R. H. Thatcher in charge. This was in the 
year 1893. The two brothers hod attended Gardeners Rood Public School, end whilst 
working at other trodes hod in their lunch hours learnt the coopering business. 

Their father, Mr. D. Thatcher, was ot the time working os foreman cooper at Tooth 
& Co. Ltd. He later joined his sons, and the firm of D. Thatcher & Sons was formed. 

Up until about the year 1913 the business was exclusively coopering, but about that 
time a timber yard was opened, and worked in conjunction with the cooperage. 

Some few years later a limited liability company (D. Tha tcher & Sons ltd.) was 
formed, a nd the office was moved to Gardeners Rood on the site of the shop now occupied 
by Mrs. Jacques. 

With the growth of the business it was found necessary later to open a new office, 
where the present office now stands. In the yeor 1931 further changes were mode. The 
old Company of D. Thatche r & Sons Ltd. went into voluntary l,quidotion, the cooperage 
interests were token over by o Company under the title of D. Thatcher & Sons (Cooperoge 1 

ltd., while Mr. 0 . D. A. Oberg joined the Tha tcher interests and the timber section of 
the business was carried on unde( the title of Thatcher & Oberg Ltd. 

From o small beginning in Tramway Street, Mascot, the business hos developed over 
the years un t il to-day it occupies the orig inal a rea in Tramway Street and the area 
bounded by Gardeners Rood, Durdons Avenue, and the Gardeners Rood Publ ic School. It 
includes besides the coopering and general timber business, o specialised joinery deportment, 
vat bui ld ing deportment, and parquetry flooring section. 

The three Thatcher brothers a t present a ssociated with the business ore sons of Mr. 
R. H. Thatcher, one of the founders of the original coopering business. 

"MASCOT" CYCLES. 
The Proprietor, Donald E. Tall is, known as "Don" to all and sundry, hos lived and 

been connected with Mascot for the post 47 years, o riginally coming from Redfern to 
Mascot (then known as North Botany) when five years of age. After serving his 
apprenticeship ond remaining with the some firm for 13 years, he decided to start business 
on his own account. 

In o very humble manner the present cycle business was commenced 20 years ago. 
It hos grown considerably; cycles ore being distributed throughout N.S.W., on excellent 
interstate business is transacted and accessories and everything for the cyclist ore supplied 
to other shops. As wholesalers the firm hos found it necessary to trade unde r the well
known name "Mascot Cycle and General Supply." Starting business in the front shop, 
it hos token in room ofter room of the original dwelling and no more remains. The 
place is 110w crammed with stocks and the premises ore now all too small. Several hands 
ore engaged, all happy onci comfortable and dovetailed into a scheme of harmony. 

T. J. L. CARR, esTATE AGENT. 
Mr. Corr, J.P., who is o member of the Real Estate Institute, and also of the Moster 

Builders' Association, engaged in building and estate activit ies in the Mascot district in 
1925. In 1931 he purchased the estate agency business of A. B. Finney and Co., which 
he carries on at the some address, 381 Gardeners Rood. 

ln 1933, at the request of the P.M.G. Deportment, Mr. Corr opened the present Rose
bery non-official pos t office and savings bank, toking over the position of postmaster, 
which he still holds. The post office hos been very useful to the district near Gardeners 
Rood, as previously people hod to go to Doceyville or King Street, Mascot. The service, 
under Mr. Carr's direction, is both courteous and ctficient. 

LOVERIDGE ESTATE AGENCY. 
The firm of F. C. Loveridge & Son, Estate Agents, of Botany Rood, Mascot, was 

started in 1908 by the late F. C. Loveridge, and in 1922 Mr. A. H. Loveridge, the present 
proprietor, was asked by his father to toke over the business. It is of interest that the 
late Mr. Loveridge commenced in the real estate business ot the express wish of three 



SAFETY 
SEALED IN CONCRETE 

WHAT IS A SAFE HIGHWAY ? 
Everv h~hway in1provement project should include the general design features-moderate 

grades, easy curves, adequate sigbt distance,---essential for carrying the anticipated traffic with 
safety. But equally important is the use of a pavement which, by its own merit, will supplement 
and increase the safety thus provided. 

These are the essential$ of a s.1fe pavement for i-oads and streets:-

1 . A surface that offers good visibility under all conditions. 

2. A true, regular surface that provides smooth riding, freedom from driver distraction, 
and con trol of th~ c.11: 

3. A surface that grips tyres, lessens skidding. 

4. A sudace that causes the least amount of fatigue to motorists. 

5 . A surface that is dependable. 

• 
The Australian Cement Manufacturers' Association 

4 3 MARGARET STREET, SYDNEY. 

Municipality of RAN DWIC K 
POPULATION .. 
UNIMPROVED CAPITAL VALUE .. 
IMPROVED CAPITAL VALUE 
ASSESSED ANNUAL VALUE .. 

90,000 
£6,600,000 

£22,000,000 
£1 ,650,000 

• Magn ificent residentia l d istrict within twenty 
minutes of the heart of Sydney. 

• Large and well equipped sporting areas to pro
vide for cricket, football, tennis, swimming, 
golf, racecourses, etc. 

• Splend id surfing beaches within the area, in
cluding Coogee, Maroubra, Clovelly, Malabar, 
and La Perouse. 

• Coogee possesses the largest ocean shark-proof 
enclosure in the Southern Hemisphere. 





TUNG OIL MILLS LTD. 
Manufacturers of 

Tung Oil and other Vegetable Oils 

and Fertilisers 

* 
Factory and Offices: 

GARDENERS ROAD, MASCOT 

' Phone Moscot 1309 Telegraph ic Address, " Tungmills" 

IN CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH THE PROGRESS OF MASCOT 

FOR NEARLY A QUARTER OF A CENTURY . . . 

WIMBLES 
PRINTING INKS 

(THE LIFE-BLOOD OF PUBLICITY) 

F. T. WIMBLE & CO ., LIMITED 
Factories : LORDS ROAD, MASCOT. 

Head Office : 35-43 CLARENCE STREET, SYDNEY. 

Branches in All Sta tes and New Zea land. 
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Did Mascot pioneers, the late M,choel O'Riordan, the late M ichael Gearin, and the late 
Jomes Thornton. 

In those days the collecting of rents was more hazardous than it is now, and soles 
were events to be celebrated. This firm was associated with the subdivision of several 
market gardens, no tably the Coward Es tate, the Tal lis Estate, Sowles Estate, and the 
O'Riordan subdivision. 

The opening up of these estott!s marked o new era in Mascot's progress, and certainly 
brought Mascot into more favourable consideration by home builders. 

Reverting to the present Loveridge business, the late F. C. Loveridge was on alderman 
of Alexandria for over 30 years, and o former Mayor. Mr. A. H. Lover idge ( present 
proprietor) served 15 years in Mascot Council, and was Mayor in 1932. 

PRODUCTION OF TUNG OIL. 
Interesting Mascot Industry. 

An industry new to Mascot, a nd for that mat te r, Australia, hos recent ly been 
established in Mascot by Tung Oil Mills Ltd. The site of their factory and offices--o 
modern brick and fibro cement structure-is ot the earner of Gardeners and Botany Roads. 

The Campany hos purchased a black of land 250ft. x 94ft., and at present the 
premises occupy about one-third of tha t area, thus leaving room for extension, which the 
Company confidently a nticipa tes in t he future. 

The Company hos installed a very well balanced and laid out plant for the treatment 
of various kinds of oil-bearing seeds and kernels. They specialise in the production of 
tung oi l from tung nuts produced by Australian formers, who for some years post hove 
been plant ing out large a reas of tung t rees s ituated in a n area commencing from about 
sixty miles south of Sydney to well beyond Brisbone. 

The tung oil industry promises, indeed, to be a most valuable one for Austrolio. 
The tung nut is produced from a tree of which anything from 100 to 150 ore 

planted to the acre. These trees bear annua l crops, commencing from their third year: 

they will gradually increase in production unti l about the tenth year, afte r which they 
will bear more or less uniformly for another thirty years or so. 

The production of tung trees requires very much less attention than is the case with 
other horticultural products, as it is o tree which will grow well on poor or second-class 
land, and does not requ ire rich river flats or soi ls for i ts development. It promises to provide 
a ver1 useful additional s ide line to growers situated in sui table climatic areas. 

There is no danger of over-production in this oil. At the present time Australia 
imports from China, the present only source of world supply, approximately 1,200 tans 
of o il per year, and such o supply would require production from many thousands of 

acres of Austral ian grown trees. 
The oil itself is an indispensable row material, principally used in the paint and 

varnish trade, its properties being great elasticity and hect resistance It is invaluable for 
the production of all the modern types of glossy and quick drying points and varnishes, with 
which the world is now familiar. 

SAMSON ARCWELL ELECTRICAL PTY. LTD. 
Monufocturers of All Classes of Welding Equipment. 

Concurrently with the rapid industria l development of Mascot which hos token place, 

is the not less remarkable g rowth in the business of "Samson Arcwell Electrical Pty. Ltd." 
This Company, under the techn ical guidance of Mr. R. C. K. Young, and under the manage

ment of Mr. J. Ashton Martin, has grown to its present important proportions in the space 
of only a few years. Its headquarters ore at 581 Gardeners Rood, Mascot. 

Commencing first with the construction of Arc Welding Equipment, incorporating 
Mr. Young's potents, rapid progress was made, unt il "Samson" Machines were to be found 
in operation throughout Australia, even as for afield as Cue, in Central Western Australia, 
and Winton, in Queensland, while practically every welding shop of importance in industrial 
Sydney is using, at least in some measure, "Samson" Equipment . 



NORTON BROS. 
PTY. LTD. 

Tanners and Leather Manufacturers 

Greenbank Tannery, Mascot. Telephone: Mascot 86 

Greenbonk T onnery. 

Specialising in: 

Sole Leather . . . Chrome Yearlings 

Harness and Saddlers' Leathers 

Strap, Bag, and Case Leathers 
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The firm has now under construction a machine of entirely new design and manu 
facture, far the manufacture of seam welding pipe at high speed. 

Another activity, which promises g reat economy far many manufacturers, is the 
"Samson" Low Voltage, Tube Furnace. An electrically operated Furnace, in which the 
walls become t he conductors of very large currents at low voltage, thus bringing the energy 
very closely in contact with the article to be heated, ond resulting in great efficiency. 
These Furnaces are part icularly applicable to continuous processes. 

It is of great advantage to manufacturers, not only those located in Mascot and 
surrounding districts, but in N.S.W. generally, to have in the ir midst, a firm specia lising 
in the construction of oil fa rms of welding equipment, with technica l resources and; equip
ment to enable them to solve any welding problem. 

Among the articles supplied ore spot welders, butt welders, f lash butt welders, seom 
welders, arc welding equipment, accessories and electrodes. 

NORTON BROS. PTY. LTD. 

Greenbank Tannery. 

The site of Greenbonk Tannery has probably been associa ted with tanning longer 
than ony other in Australia. Lord, one of the earliest tanners in the Colony originally 
selected the site far his activities, to be followed in later years by W. G. Lupton, who 
built a t annery far the t reatment of pelts. This bui lding st il l standing, is almost lost in 
the splendid growth of the present company. 

October, 1906, sow the birth of Norton Bros., in 1919, to become Norton Bros. ltd., 
ond finally in 1937 Norton Bros. Pty. Ltd. 

The lote Mr. George Michael Norton, with his two sons, Walter George ond Edward 
Allen, to be later joined by another son, Maurice, laid the foundation of a business that 
hos not ceased to grow since its inception. 

Manufacturing leathers distributed t hroughout Austrolosio, England ond t he Eost, 
Norton Bros. Pty. Ltd. hove earned o reputation for quality leathers of which t hey ore 
justly proud. 

Employing some 90 hands ond with modern plant and buildings covering two acres 
of lond, Norton Bros. Pty. Ltd. produced 1,500,000 sq. ft. of dressed leathers ond 300 
tons of sole leather during 1937. 

Eoch of the three pr incipals hove a son actively engaged in the business to ensure 
o continuity of the progress t hot has been ossocioted with the firm for the post 32 years. 

G. AND H. TODD. 

Sand Contradors and Generol Carriers. 

A carrying firm wi th o long and credi table record is thot of G. ond H. Todd, whose 
headquarters ore at Pork Rood, Mascot. This firm, in addition to its general carrying 
business, specialises in sand cartage, and for some years past hos been o principal supplier 
of sand far bui lding purposes to local bodies and private builders. It has also o contract 
for supplying sand to the N.S. Wale Government railways. 

The firm hos a history going back more than 70 years. The founder was Henry 
Todd, who came out from South Wales as a lad, and started business at Rowe Street, 
Darlington, in 1865. He undertook general carrying work, and established himself as the 
chief supplier of sand for local build ing requirements and railway purposes. Hendy Todd 
was a pioneer, and the work he commenced has been carried on ever since- first by his 
four sons, ond then by his grandson, the present proprietor, Mr. W ill iam Todd. 

After nearly 40 years ot Darlington, during which the district g rew enormously, the 
Todd carrying business was moved to Morion Street, Redfern. On t he Government resuming 
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the site for ra ilway purposes, a move was mode, in 1913, to O'Riordon Street, Alexandria. 
Two of the Sons, George and Henry, become the pr incipals in the business started by 

their father, whi le the two other sons, W. and J . Todd, formed a separate branch of 
the family, specia lising on Government railway work, and under taking the c leaning of 
goods yards at Alexandro and near-by stations. 

About the t ime of its removal to Alexandria, the firm purchased o sand h ill there, 
which it still owns. Some 12 years later ( in 1927) the brothers acquired the present 
Park Rood site at Mascot . In that year George Todd bought out Henry's interest, and 
o li ttle later h imself retired in favour of his nephew, Mr. W illiam Todd, the present 
manager, who represents the third generation. 

The business is st ill carried on under the style of G. and H. Todd, ond under the 
d irection of Wi ll iam, who is s till a young man, has gone on extending its operat ions. In 
1927 the march of progress caused horses to be replaced by motor cors. The firm hos a 
large fleet of cars engaged in general carrying and sand cartage throughout the district. 
It, managing head, William Todd, an alert and progressive type of young Australian, is 
on the Committee of the Sydney Building Exchange, and is an active promoter of all 
developmental movements in the district. 

QUALITY STORES. 

Over a decade ago, a young c itizen of Mascot, Mr. A. H. Thorsby, saw the need 
for a properly o rganised and equipped deportment store to serve t he district w ith everyday 
needs. At that time it was necessary for every man and woman who had wearables to 
buy, to take a tram to the somewhat d istant City to purchase them. All other' progressive 
suburbs hod emporiums to serve the commu:iity. Mascot had none. 

Mr. Thorsby, a fte r studying modern shop requirements with the c losest of core, super
vised the erection of the Quo I ity Stores. The success of the business was a I most immedia te, 
and from time to time the premises hove been a ltered and improved. 

Recen t ly a most drastic improvemment hos been mode, the premises extended and 
the capacity of t he store so increased as to be capab le of hold ing double the variety 
cf lines previously held. This is an innovation of t he utmost importance to local shoppers. 

The Quality Stores, centrally s ituated in Bota ny Rood, now carry a comprehensive 
and complete range of everything a man, woman, boy, girl, or baby wears, including a 
gorgeous vcriety of frocks, costumes, blouses, underwear, hosiery, gloves and so forth; 
olso on excellent a rray of d ress materials, manchester, furn ishing, drapery, haberdashery, 
perfumes, a nd the t housand and one things usual ly stocked by a deportment store. M r. 
Thorsby hos succeeded in us ing some of the very newest a nd brigh test ideas for the d isplay 
of goods, and in adopting proper s tock-control me thods which ensure every needed line 
being always on hand. 

ROYAL A ERO CLU B OF N.S.W. 

Its History o nd Objects. 

The Roya l Aero Club of New South Wales was formed in 1919, when members of 
the Australian Flying Corps and Royal A ir Force were return ing from the war. 

The principal objects of the Club are for the association of all persons interested in 
the encouragement and development of aeronautics, the training of pilots and the provision 
of fac ilities for unlimited flying for its members. The Club is the sole authority in New 
South Wales fo r the contro l and conduct of al l flying sporting events and trials under the 
compet ition rules of the Roya l Ae ro Club of the United Kingdom and the Federation 
Aeronautique Internationale. 

The Club p layed a considerable port in the agitation for proper control of Civil 
Aviation in Australia, which resu lted in the passing of the Air Navigation Acts and the 
formation of t he Commonwealth Department of C ivil Aviation. It o rganised t he first b ig 
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flying meeting in Australia in 1920, when t he Aeria l Derby was flown c t Mascot Aero
drome. In 1922 the second Aerial Derby took place at Victoria Pork Racecourse, end in 
1924 the Club held o light Aeroplane Competition at Richmond Aerodrome, which lasted 
o week, and included the third Aeriel Derby. 

In 1928 on Aerial Pageant was held at Mascot, and since then Pageants and Aeria l 
displays hove been held annually at Sydney end ct many country centres. 

For 19 years the Club hos worked continuously for the cause of Aviation, and it is 
the only body of its kind in Australia which hos existed throughout that period. 

Membership. 

Membership of the Club is open to both men and women. It is not restricted to 
pilots or persons actually engaged in aviation. There is no technical or other qualifications. 

The Club is governed by a Committee of ten elected by ballot of members. 

The Club's Tours and Contests sub-committee conducts o regular programme of 
flying events throughout the year. These comprise Flying Tours to Country Districts, Races 
and many other competitions. In addition to trophies for each competit ion, there ore 
Trophies for the highest points scored in the year's events. 

Each year o Championship Contest is held amongst the Club-trained pilots, t he 
winner becoming the Cop to in, and two runners-up members of the Club's "A" teem, this 
team being entrusted with the responsibility of providing all aerobatic displays during the 
ensuing year. 

To perpetuate the memory of George McC. Littlejohn, who ranks as t he most out 
standing pupil trained by the Royal Aero Club, Mrs. G. S. Little1ohn, mother of t he pupil 
who become the Club's Chief Instructor, hos instituted a fund sufficient to provide a hand
some award in perpetuity. 

This award was mode to H. F. Broadbent in 1935 end J. Mcloughl in in 1937. 

ASCOT RACECOURSE AND RECREATION GROUNDS. 

Early in 1904 o small group of racing enthusiosts, with the assistance of the Pony 
and Gal loway Owners' Associa tion of New South Wales, conceived the idea of purchasing 
and converting the area previously occupied by the Aust ra lian Golf Club, at the junction 
of Lords and Botany Roods, North Botany (now known as Mascot ) extending to Cook's 
River on the south-western boundary, into a racecourse and recreation ground. A local 
syndicate was formed to proceed with the project, and a Company afterwords promoted, 
which subsequently developed into the present Company, registered in 1914. The ventura 
succeeded beyond expectations, and for many years continued to prosper under the 
management of those well-known sportsmen, all of whom ore now deceased- Messrs. 
Herbert Garrott, Richard Gout and William Tilley, supported by Messrs. George W. Eaton 
and W. J. Miller. 

For over 25 years the Club, associated with the Kensington, Rosebery and Victoria 
Pork Clubs, controlled unregistered racing in New South Wales. Subsequently control was 
transferred to the Australian Jockey Club, under whose rules and regulations the four 
Clubs hove now been carrying on for several years. 

The Course at Mascot is not only most popula r with racing devotees, but is considered 
one of the safest. It is over one mile in circumference, and the sµeciol mile track ('which 
includes 5½ furlongs in two straight runs) and four furlong track ore particularly referred' 
to, as they compare more than favourably with any o ther similar !rocks in the metropolitan 
area. With t he exception of Victoria Pork, it is the only proprietary Club to establish 
o trotting track, in addition to the usual race tracks. 

Prior to the depression period the Associa ted Clubs were most liberal in their appro
priations of prize money, sums approaching £5,000 being frequently allotted for a single 
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day's racing. On such occasions Ascot has been favoured with a ttendances opproximotin9 
17,000. 

Whi le some of its bui ldings a re due for renewal, others ore equal to anything in tnc
State, the tota lisator houses being model structures. The Club is a lso to be complimented 
on introducing the Magnetic Doubles Totolisotor, the only one of its kind in Austral ia. 

Although not generally realised, t he Ascot train ing tracks have never been out of 
commission or closed to trainers on account of bod weather or from any other cause. The ir 
popularity is shown by the number of regular trainers who have made t heir homes in 
the vicinity. 

The present Directors ore Mr. G. A. Breathour (Chairman ), Mr. D. Brennan and 
Mr. M. A. Noble, and under their administrot,on the Club is retaining its former prestige. 
The name of the late Mr. W illiam Arnott has been associated with the Company since its 
commencement, as Solicitor and, later, Chairman of Directors, which office he held ot the 
date of his death in November, 1937. 

The Secretary of the Company is Mr. E. L. Johnson, F.C.A. (Aust.), who hos con
tinued in that capacity since t he inception of the first Company and in 1904 assisted to 
form t he original Syndicate. 

BLUNDELL SPENCE AND CO., PAINT MANUFACTURERS. 

An important recent addition to the manufacturing ac tivities of Mascot has be~n 
the erection t here of o factory for the production of Blundell Spence paints and all ied 
products. The factory and offices a re situated at the corner of Gardeners and Kent Roods. 

The history 'of th is famous paint-manufacturing company is an interesting one, 
going ba ck more than a hundred years. 

It was in 181 1 that Henry Blundell started in business os o brushmoker ot Hodgson 
Street, Hul l (England), and from this small beg inning hos evolved t he present firm of 
Blundell Spence & Co. Ltd., of world -wide fame, with branches in Lo.,don, Cardiff, New
castle, Liverpool, Bombay, Sydney and Valpara iso, and agents throughout the world. 

In 18 1 1 Henry Blundell entered in to partnership with Wil liam Spence, and these two 
traded under the name of Blundell & Spence as Colour and Paint Manufacturers and Genera( 
Merchants. 

In 1865 Henry Blunde ll died, this t his did not end the Blundell family interest as re
sponsible position~ have s ince been he ld by members of the family down to the present time, 
when the Chairman and several members of the Boord of Directors are his descendants. 

In 1874 the concern was t urned in to a Limited Liability Company, and has since 
traded under the name of Blundell Spence & Company Limited. 

In 1929 the interven ing growth in the Company's business brought obout the decision 
to build entire ly new works. These were commenced forthwi th, and the whole of the 
Company's operations eventua lly transferred t hereto. These works, s ituated in Hull, Eng land, 
cover over nine a cres, and constitute one of the most up-to-dote point factories in the 
world. 

In 1932, in accordance with t he new trends in world commerce, the Company 
embarked on a pol icy of oversea branch factories, and in addition to its existing branch 
at Bombay ( Indio) , es tablished works at Valparaiso (Chile), and Sydney, Austra lia . 

The business in Sydney, established six years a go, developed rapid ly, a nd it soon 
became apparent tha t more space was needed than was ava ilable in t he leasehold premises 
initially occupied. A large site was accordingly purchased in the rapidly developing indus
trial district of Mascot, N.S.W., and o new, modern factory has just been complet ed. This 
factory and the machinery ore of very latest design, and production of Blundel I Spence 
products is now in full swing. Al l classes of Points ore being mode, including the well 
known B. & S. Super Prepared Paint. 
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For every kind of fabric, from a skirting board to' a motor car, from a ceiling to a 
kitchen choir, points are supplied from the Mascot factory. In recent years the business 
of point making hos taken on new phases, following intensive scientific research, and the 
number of pigments thot con be, ond are used in poin t manufacture is very Jorge. ManY) 
of the newer ingredients ore costly and can only be used in the best brands of paint. 

The reputotion of the Blundell Spence Co., and its experience of more than a century, 
make it a relioble guide to a ll users and inquirers about paint. 

THOM AND SMITH PTY. LTD. 

Radio Manufacturers a nd Dealers. 

To forecast in 1929 that Thom & Smith Pty. Ltd. would occupy a large, up-to-date 
factory within seven years would hove been impossible, if only on t he grounds that very 
few knew at that time what form an "up-to-date factory" would toke. Yet, in a relatively 
short period, this organisotion of young men has made on outstanding name in Austral ian 

radio. 

Thom & Smith Pty. Ltd. was established by Frederick W. P. Thom and J ohn E. Smith 
in 1929 with a small factory in Nicholson Street, Sydney, occupying a floor space of barely 
1,000 sq. ft. and employing some six or seven hands. 

But eighteen months late r found them entrenched at 55 Dowling Street, East Sydney, 
with far better manufacturing facilities, more plant and bigger staff, a floor area five times 
that of the old Nicholson Street premises, and ever increasing orders to fi ll. 

Shortly after the decis ion was made to manufacture and merchandise a brand line, 
Tasma radio was avoiloble in the form of twelve models. Both founders started the 
Tasma organisation with a solid engineering background, therefore the Tasma product, 
right from its inception, hos beer. known a s a well engineered receiver. 

To-day, we find, according to an analysis of receivers token out for 1938, Tasma 
are manufacturing 29 different models g iving a greater range and justifying their trading 
slogan "a set for every place, purpose and purse." 

Careful attention to the product, skiiful advertising, and the bocking of loyal dealers, 
hove all contributed towards Thom & Smith's step in occupying a new factory at 29-39 

Botany Rood, Mascot. 

It occupies over 25,000 sq. ft. on a 2{- acre lot recently acquired, thus allowing ample 
room for stil l further expansion. The building incorporates all the lotest ideas for speeding 
up production schedules, yet full allowance is mode for periodical check points along the 
whole production line. Layout, building plant and fittings hove been designed and installed 
by men whose post experience provides a background on which to build with on eye to 
smooth running and future requirements. 

Some 350 workers are now employed, including many of the most highly trained this 

country has to offer. 

Mr. Fred. Thom, when interviewed, paid a tribute to those who had helped in building 
up the Tasma organisat ion, specific mention being mode of the sales division under Mr. 
R. Jennings and the engineering division under Mr. Eric Fonker. "Naturally," he said, 
"our production has increased to keep pace with expanding sales outlets. Every year we 
hove been able to col lect around us additional good Tasma dealers, which proves our 
product and pol icy ore both right. 

"We a lways have available new and improved models and are careful what we release. 
We do not believe in attempting to make one model blanket a number of uses and price 
classes; we say it cannot be done that way to Tasmo's satisfaction. Each of our models 
is designed, constructed and merchandised to fill a specific want; to cater for a defin it.e 
price class. Although such a policy may be hard on the manufacturer, yet we know our 
dealers like it and we are out to help them." 
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