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Glossary

Adaptation

Citadel
Congress
Congress Hall

Conservation

Corps
Corps Cadets

Curtilage

DA

DoHA

General

Hipped roof

HIS

Industrial School
Junior Soldier
ILU

LEP

LifeSavingGuards
Mercy Seat

Officer
Promoted to glory
Physical culture

Preservation

Reconstruction
Restoration

{o9tt {Syg
2004

Senior Soldir
Soldier

Song Brigade
Songbook

Timbrel

Timbrel Brigade

Finding a new use for a heritage structure compatible with the building
while retaining its historic character

Salvation Army church building

Annual conference meeting of the Salvation Army in each capital city
Main Salvation Army churches in the capital cities. Often used for
Congress Meetings, but also for regular weekly irtigr meetings.

All the processes of looking aftahistoric building in a way which retains
its cultural significance. Depending on the circumstances this may incl
maintenance, preservation, restoration, reconstruction, and adaptatior
Group of Salvation Army members meeting in a specific location or cit
Teenagers engaged weekly bible study sessions and studies of Salval
Army doctrine

Land immediately surrounding a building and forming one enclosure w
it

Development Application lodged with council seeking permission to bt
FederalDepartment of Health and Ageing

World leader of the Salvation Army

A styleof roof where all sides slope downwarftem a ridgeto the walls
Heritage Impact Statement

An institution set up to house aretlucate destitute children
Childmember of theSalvation Army

Independent Living Unit

Local Environmental Plan produced by council which dictates the type
development permitted in each zoned area
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meetings, penitents are invited to kneel at the bench to dedicate their
lives to God.

Salvation Armyninister of religion or pastor

Died

A 19" century exerciséraining systemdrawing from dancessports,
military training and medical calisthenid2ractitioners often used
equipment such as medicine balls, wands, or bowpimgshaped clubs
Conservation technique torpsene the structure in the state in which it is
found, by repairing it to arrest further degradation
Conserving a heritage building using new materials
Recreaingl & LISOAFAO RIFGS Ay
each detail from this period using original materials
State Environmental Planning Policy (Housing for Seniors or People w
Disability) 2004

Adultmember of theSalvation Army

Salvation Army member

Choir

Salvation Army hymnal

Tambouring played in Salvation Army marches or meetings

Group of Salvationist women who play ttimbrel in choregraphed
displays

(KS o dmyf



Introduction

Perched on top of the hilgt 171 Wollongong Road, Arncliffe, is a distinctive, elegant-siary
structure To some,tilooks a little out of placgjlantedamongsta huddle ofsuburban housefom
the inter-war period but this was not always the case. It was once a focal point of the area
beloved family home, commanding expansive views over a large estate.

Although Wollongong Road is now well off the main road, constrnaiahe house at this location
was an obvious choice at the time. Wollongd®gad was surveyed by Major Mitdhim 1831 and
constructed by convicts as the main thoroughfare south to the lllawarra diskristretchedfrom
the Cooks River Crossing anifee to the Lugarno crossing of Georges River.

The building is currentlg part ofMacquarie Lodg&etirement Villagebut it has had a varied history
and several names over the last century or so. This work will examine its oigiiasictions,

changes to the structureits owners and the people who lived thedéwill also review changes to
the estate on which Dappeto house stands and look at the conservation methods employed to
preserve the building for future generations.

¢tKS K2dzaSQa 2NRARIAYIl f yin1885by Brédaricks)bhhJGisbinseaithyL & 61 & od
oyster merchant and trawling magnateappeto iclassifiedunder the Heritage Act 1977. TNSW
Office of Environment and Heritagieclares it to bea structure ofState heritage significance;as

Wn excellent example of domestic style VictorianhdarectureX

Physical description: Two storey house of domestic style Victorian architecture. Constructed
of sandstock face bricks which were mixed with whale oil to protect the building against
dampness. Patterned slate roof surmounted by an ornate cafgtavalk accessed by a cast

iron spiral staircase. The twgtorey verandah has an iron balustrade and trim to the upper
floor and frieze to the lower floor. Features several beautiful fireplaces androgetles of
various imported English timber§he nane Dapetto[sic]appears above the fanlight. Coat

of Alms withinitials F.J.G above side bay windows3.

Following itsmomination by Rockdale Council, Dappetas issued withan InterimHeritageOrder on
16 May 1986under the provisions of the Heritaglect 1977, transitioning to aPermanent
Conservation Order # 00638 on 1 February 198%urrentlyappearson the State Heritage
Registerlisting # 00638, gazetted 02 April 1999; and the Local EnvironmentaliBiany # 00044,
gazetted 02 September 1988.

Frederick John Gibbin®hotofrom[ @ RKIF'Y | I ff Q& 02ttt SOGAz2Y




Frederick John Gibbins

Family

Frederick John Gibbins waern 25 May 1841 at Dapta the Illawarrawhichat one timewas
known as Mullet Creeklhe coming of the railway in 18&hifted the centre of the townshipvhich
waspreviouslyfurther north than today@ Wollongongsuburh Frederickwas the eldest son of ex
convict John Gibbins (transported 1829 on the Claudine), andbfoee Ann Meredithdaughter of
the Liverpool Chief Constable

The aboriginal name dfis birthplaceDapto is supposedly Dappetar, Dabpetq hence the origin of
the curious name of his hom&heword is saidi 2 Y BdteypledtyQ A Phaiawabnguage.
However, theaborigines called the are#lookoonburrd meaningyrub £

John Gibbins was butcher,|ooking after the stores in the Government Stockade attatteethe

road building convict gangvhich started at Mt Keira near Wollongong, and progressively woitked

way south to Daptog K SNBE W2 Ky | YR PWLyi€ &n Oéabef they baptised 2hbid/ ®

@2dzy3d az2y Fid GKS FI YA eNSOWeNIhéy hadbeeq rarripddtie $e@d Ay |
previouslyon 16 March 1840

John and Anmaised threedaughtes;their first, Sarah Ann was born in 1843, Marin1846, while
Adelaide Amelia, was born in 1852 litdgicallydied before reaching the age of two.

Eventually John moved Hiamily and hisutchery business to George Street in Sydiig.son
Frederick grew into a handsome young man witklian build, bluesyes and brown haitt is

unknown why the conflict occurred, btiie 16-yearold teenagerhad a dispute with his father and
abruptly left home @e Monday in October 1857. His father placed an advertisement in the Sydney
Morning Herald, threatening legegtribution on anyone who harboured his sdh.

Perhaps after the argument Frederick headed north to the Central Coast. We may never know, but it
is known that seven years later he met a young woman from Kincumbar GosfordFrederick

married Cathering.ouise Pickett18441929)at Brisbane Waters in 186%.Cathering(sometimes

spelt Katherineyjvas the daughter of William and Anne Pickett and the sibling of Henry (1831),
Susannah (1833), James (1839) and Phebe (18A8Rickettfamily were well-known pioneers who
hadlived on the Central Coasince 1835

Frederick and Catherimelebrated the birth of their first childlfred dhnin Sydney in 1865
(d.191). ** Their second child Emma was banrthe Shoalhaven district in 186d.1940)*° This was
followed by the Sydnepirths of Ernest (18691929, 1 Amy (18701912, *'Frederick].(18721932),
8 \Walter (18741923, 1° Edwin (18761940, ° Ada (18781951)?! and Percy (188€1885). 2

t SNOeQad KSI Ra( 2y Sgraeat RodkBoodidsailded with F I YA f ¢
a childrer@ prayer.adNow | lay me down to sleep | give my soul to Christ to

j & ke(?p. If | die before IAwake | pray the Lord myAsouI to take, This | ask for
i mmm sojfior WS adza al 1 Swnotol Léodie BaiNI € S NIP €

l ED" & CATHERINE cmams._
rtnuumv 1835,




Businessman

Frederick Gibbins was an oyster farmierom the early days of the colony, the settlers had followed
the example of the aboriginal populace by hand harvesting oysters along the oyster reei& of N
South WalesThe oysters were either dredgedtivia basket lowered from a boat to about four

metres below the water mark, or hand collected from banks in the intertidal zone between high and
low water marks (bank oysters).

Unlike the indigenous people, however, thelonistsoverfished the coastlineharvesting not only
the flesh of theshellfish, butourningthe shells, which wera valuablesource of lime, used
extensively in building construction. Consequently, by the-h@80s much of the reef ecosystem
had been decimated and oyster farmers tuchi® cultivation techniques. As a resoltdeclining
oyster stocksthe government passed the Oyster Beds Act 1888hibiting burnindive oysters for
lime, andregulating oyster cultureThe wild oyster industry collapsed by the end of th& 19
century?®

— Collecting oystes 1889.Photo: lllustrated
Sydney News®

Each lease was permitted to a maximum
length of one mile of coastline under the
conditions of the Act?’ The leasee did not

~ hold rightsor title to occupation othe
flyRE odzi WiKS SEOf dza A @S
propagating, dredging and fishing for and

§ takingoystersClf they were caught

¥ burning live oysters for lime, a tggound
AIORAELIR, Wi X0 ' - fine was imposed, and the government
reserved tte right to close an oyster lease for up to three years if it was thought to be under threat
of overfishing?®

In 1871 the lllustrated Sydney News alerted the public to the possibilitythleagovernment would
open the Clarence, Hunter, Parramatta and@ses Rivers for the cultivation of oysters through the
new leasing systent® Fredericksensed a tremendous business opportunity andcessfully
tendered for an oyster bed lease in the Hunter River in 1878736 per annum® employingHans
Anderson to manage the bed¥.

Gibbins sold the oysterand those of others on commission, from his Sussex Street, Sydney,
premisesto the nearbyOyster Saloosin King Streeta popularlocationfor manysuch
establishments®? The Sydney MornmHerald reported that in 1873 there were 20 oyster saloons in
Sydney, selling salt fish and oysters of lamentable quality.

W/ 2YLI NBR ¢ A Gpirt clties, SHeBbySter galodn§ih Sydney are deficient both in
YdzYo SNI FyRBAY lidzk t Al @O

Oyster Saloosoccasionallyrame into conflict with the law regarding Sunday tradimdiquor laws

Some ownersold illicit alcohol to imbibe with the oysters, which could cause other problems with

GKS LRtAOST a SOHARSYOSR Ay (KAa myyp aStoz2dz2NyS
Ww{ 2 YS dthevfBcers & police reported tBuperintendent Sadleir that having
succeeded in compelling the publicans to observe the law with regard to closing their houses



at 12 pm each night, and all day on Sundays, they had found that persons of questionable

character frequent oyster salons in the city after the hotels have been closed: and although

the keepers of those oyster saloons pretend to send to the hotels for liquor for their
Odza 2 YSNAES (KSe Ay NBFfAfie KIFEGPS &dzllL) ASa 2y

King Street Sydeylooking east 1910, the site of

. humerous oyster saloonBhoto: RAHS Photograph
=+ Collection

Sydney had similar problems, as experienced by

oyster proprietorContesi Giacomo, who found

himself in trouble with the law in 1889 and hit with

the alternatives o1 £30 fine or 3 months in jall

when caught selling liquor in his Liverpool Street

| oyster bar2® Likewise, Mary Glynn, a Castlereagh

Steet proprietresswas fined more tha£30 for

selling liquor without a licence in 1888 while a

Newcastle oyster saloonwas fined ¢ KSy LJ32f A0S NI ARSR K2dzaSa 27F WR
FOO0dzaSR KAY 2F [ff26Ay3 Wol RsiOIIONIo@iz&SIErivae | 84Sy
fined 20 shillings for opening his Sydney oyster saloon on the Sabbath in3882.

Five yearsfter purchasing higitial riverside leasesirederick Gibbing & Ay O2 dad®er 6 A 1 K 4
| I avBefe James Campbell wascased of selling oysters belonging to GibbihsIhe issue was a

technical one and not completely resolved, reappearing in court two years later. There was some

guestion as to whether Smiths Creek, which ran into the Hunter River, was technically et o
lease,andwhether the Oyster Beds Act 1868 permitted leasing of natural oyster beds (as opposed to
cultivationon mangrove sticks sunk into thizerbed). Complicating this was thiesue of Gibbins not

possessing the correct paperwork to prove his lease, although he had been paying rent to the

government for years’® Eventually the accused were acquitted.

Regulation was successful afmgtindustry boomed, witlannualoyster prodution in NSW readhg
about 7000 bags (approximately 438 metric tons) of oydigrthe early 1880s. Oysters were a
valuable commodity, selling from 3 to 20 shillings a bag at auction in 1876, depending on the size
and quality of the product!

An act of MW parliament in 1881 had imposedt onlyrental leasegor use of the foreshore, b
royalty to be paider bag of oystersThis was increased in 1884 to three shillings a bag plus rent.
The main players in the industry approached the government iry 18&sk for repeal of these

charges, which made export of their product uncompetitive compared to Queensland and New
Zealand fisheries. The Colonial treasurer, Mr Burns, was sympathetic to their case and promised to
look into the matter and attempt to remve the royalty, although not the foreshore rental licence
fee. 42

There was clearly plenty of money to be made from oyster&ebruary 1889 Gibbins dissolved his
business partnership with Francis Buckle, John Paul and John Larkham, which had begmagradin
Gibbins and Company. It seems his business was thriving without the need for paftners.

In 1898 he purchased another oyster lease at Camden Haven near Port Macquarie, where he
cultivated shellfish along 264 yards of foreshéf@he new centurgommenced withgreat
expansion of his oyster leases. He now increased his Newoasttations consolidating a string of
adjacent leases to includbe western side of Moscheto Channel fronting Dempsey Isf&&60



yards at Stocktoyf® and the northeastan side of Sandy Island, near the entrance to Fullarton
Cove?’ In the followingdecadehe invested heavily in multiple oyster leases on the Hurifer,
Bellinger and Nambucca Rivé?$° and Camden Havemonopolizing the industry? 5253

The Board of Fisheries was set up 27 March 1903, authanisgéer section four of the Fisheries Act
1902 (Act No.119, 1902y he Governor appointeldrank Farnell aShairman andhine board

members, consisting of industry representatiyadicensed fisheran, an oyster lease, one
representtive ofthe inland fisheries, and s&rownrepresentatives|It was only natural that

Frederick John Gibbins was chosen to represent the oledseesas he held extensive leases and
was a prominent and respected oysiultivator and oyster merchant. The other members were
James Cox, John Want, Alfred Spain, William Shipway, James Batchelor, Richard Jenkins, Edward
Fanning, and Henry DawschK S Yy S g 0 2 I NR QpiotettjdiNalish Zakd reglake thg 2 W
fisheries #New SouthWale® L& Fdzy OiA2ya Ay Of dzZRSR & dzLISNIIA a4 Ay :
conservation of fisheries, and enforcement of the conditions of the actedestering companies if
necessary. Unfortunately, the predominance of Crown repredergsa who knew little of the

z

AYRAzZZGNE ¢l a | YI 22N addzyof Ay the corfligtidpinsturd oRttieS R (12
interests that had to be conserved, and the inability of a cumbersome Board to deal promptly with

such matters as required imrdete consideratio® Yy R A G ¢l a S@Syldzftfe RAA
1910.54%°

In July 1903 Gibbins registered his business as an oyster merghtmpremisesat 88 Sussex Street
Sydney?® Over thenextthree years the business increased, and Frederick decided he needed more
investment capital to expandsibbinsregistered a secondnd thirdfirm in Juy 1906 One wasn
partnership with John Comino, selling oystarsetailersfrom office premises at 18 Sussex Street
Sydney’’! Gibbins also owneddjoiningnumbers 146148, and receive@288 per annuntent from

the brick and slategloofed Sussex St propegt They were not huge premises, with ttieree
shallowshopfrontsonly extending 50 feet from thereet frontage but they were more than

adequate for his business requirements.

The other company registered in July 1906 enabled the enterprise to expahflirther into oyster
wholesaing, with additional capital invested by partners. The new parsh@s consisted dfour
prominentoystermerchants Charles Edward Woodwapmlit in £1200 capitalJohnCominoand
John Moriartytogether with Gibbinsinvested£600 eachThefirm wasknown as Woodward,
Gibbons & Cominawith officesremaining at150 Sussex Street Sydneé¥y

JohnMoriarty owned oyster leases around Forster, the Karuah River at Port Stephens and the
Manning River near Taree, while Charles Woodward leased multiple areas on the Karual? River.
62 Moriarty migrated fran Dumfries in Scotland in thwid-1880s He became a weknown racing
identity, helping found the NSW Trotting Club in 1902, but his main business interests were in fish
and oystersWhen Moriartyprematurelydied in 1914at the Jenner Hospital in Machk&treet, at

the age of 55his executordVilliam Symons Gray and Mrs Margaret Jane Morimityed the
partnership &

AthanassidComino(abt. 1844-1897) and John Cominalit. 18581919)were known as the Oyster

Kings. Athanassio migrated from the Gregkid of Kythera in 187andwithin five years had

opened his first oyster saloon at 36 Oxford Street, Sydney. During the 1880s he purchased a number
of oyster leases. His brother John arrived from Kythera in 1884 and also commenced oyster farming.
When Ahanassio died in 1897, John not only inherited a sizable portion &3R4 7 estate, but the

titte Oyster King. He soon became a force to be reckoned with in the dystigstry, so it was

natural that he and Frederick Gibbins should form a partnersktigir firm dominated the market



for years, while 1919 there were 'Comino' oyster saloons in Parkes, Maitland, Armidale,
Gunnedah, Moree and Katoomkf4 %°

Another new investor in 1908 was James ClagkominentQueensland oyster cultivatdrom
Moreton Baywho had expanded to Pittwater in New South Wales in 190@. Queensland industry
was shipping 1.5 million plates of oysters to Sydney and Melbourne annually, so it made a lot of
sense for him to applfor 16leases on Broken Bay, covering eight miles of foreshore.

Over the previouswo decades, the Moreton Bay oyster industry had suffered from wedisease
incursion of salt water from the ocean, and floods suffocating the oyster beds insoud
diversificatdon of oyster leases was a good move for Cldgknow could offer high quality fresh local
oysters to the Sydney market, and joining with the otfair Sydney merchants would open up
profitable distribution channels fdrimin New South Wales.

Clark woull have been welknown to his new partne€harles Woodward anglas an obvious choice
to add to the partnershipAround 1870, the days before oyster leases and regulations, Woodward
had sent men up to Bribie Island to work thmolific oyster banksHe ontinued to employ men in
Queenslandor over thirty years. This woukehsure he had a constant supply of oysters for his
Sydney fish shog$ ¢’

The Partnership itself did not own oysleases bubtbtained 80% of their stock from leases owned
bytheinddA Rdzl £t & 6AGKAY GKS tIFNIOYSNBKALID ¢KAAa SyadzaNBSH
22a0SN) GKIyYy g¢g2dA R 06S GKS OFasS AT F2NOSR G2 odz A
the company directly to the consumer, but retailedoyster sabons in Sydney, who then sold to

customers 8

Gibbins was a progressive businessman. The company had a competitive edge, as suppliers and
customers were able to contact them easily via the new telephone service. More and more
businesses saw the need fophone, but it was still such a novelty to possess a phone, that new
subscribers were listed in the newspapéefs.

His business was flourishing under the care of his seven staff, including his sons Edwin and Frederick
who were employed at the Camden Haveases and Walter who worked in the Sydney offie.

By 1909 there were allegations of price fixing in the industry, so Frederick Gibbins and his partner
John Moriarty appeared before the Fisheries Board to put the case that no such cartel ekisted
firm was selling around 28% of the oysters coming into the Sydney shops, but they strenuously
denied any conspiracy, and the board took them at their wdtd doubt the fact that Gibbins was a
member of the Fisheries Board would have imparted a great deakight to his argument!

Gibbins also invested in timer. Since he already had oyster leases on the North Coast, it made
commercialsense to diversify into timbein 1885 hepurchased a vessel to transpdogs and split
timber from the Manning Rivearound 340km south to Sydney ”® Three years later he purchased
another vessel to transport his sawn timber from the Manning Ri*é¢te was listed in Sands
Directories as a ship owner and timber merchanin 1886 to 1889 and as a shipowner until 1905.



Land Investment

Frederickd LINP & LISNR G & LISNY A ( @&t3R CRownRodd DItindddMaB il & S LINE L.
1880.7°He also owne@5 Sussex Street Sydney d@hihvestment properties in Pyrmont In early

1885 the family was living in 94 Kent Street North when they heard the new€thaE R SfatiielO | Q a

John had died at his home in Palace Street, Petersham in Jantifirggedy struck the family again

the following month when their younfijve-yearold son Percy tragically diesh 3 February’® The

grief of his mother Catherine was immense. Over 20 years, ksttercontinued to lament his loss as

she placed memorials in the newspaper for her.s8n

Meanwhile, plans were made for the construction of a new home just outside the small village of
Arncliffe, which would displa® A 0 Owealtld &dd success to the @yey business community.

The land on which the Dappeto house stands was originally given as a Crown Land §ham&s

Hill Bardwell on 5 September 185%ncliffe at this time was fairly remote, with just two rough

roads leading into th&t Georgealisth OG0 T aA G OKSft tf Qa bSg [46yabd 2F w2l R
Rocky Point Road. The roads allowed rural workers to move into theiaohading market

gardeners, farmers, and those who exploited the riches of the flais#sts,timber fellers, shingle

splitters and charcoal burner®art of theBardwellland grant was sold tGeorge Penkivil Salde on

18 September 187%yho onsold the landwithin a couple of year® Frederick John Gibbins on 6

August 18818°

IR o  Sketch ofhilly countryside
¢ f s overlooking Arnclife Station
1885.Photo: Bayside Council Library

This was part of a trend
beginning in the 1880syhere
many of the old land grants
were graduallysubdividednto
housing plots. However, the
owners wouldoften retain a
sizable portion of thi property

: : on which to build their family
home.Freed of the small plots and cluttered terrace houses of the inner nityease outer suburbs
it was possible to construct a grand house to demonstrate gtatus and prosperityo the world.

e

tdte

il s

In 1884 tannery ownerEdward Manicom Fairleigh purchased 5 acres on the corner of Loftus and
Wellington Streets, where he built beautiful Cairnsfoot houseias locatedn the vicinity oftwo
similarhomes built in the 1880s. Fairview and Belmont were identicalses built by brothers

Thomas and Alexander Milsop with their wealth from the Gold Rush. Belmont was restored and re
opened in May 1997 Local businessman, Mayor of West Botany Council and Member of the
Legislative AssemblWilliam George Judgurchased 7 acres in The Village of Arncliffe Estate,
where heerected grand Athelstane house in Wollongong Road, not far from where his neighbour
Frederick Gibbins woulsbonbuild a home.

When the Illawarra Railway passed through Arncliffe in October 18®8sinalled a new era of
land speculation, as the area was now easily accessible from the city. Waltara Heights Estate was
offered for sale a mere week after the railway opened.

In February 1885 Innesdale Heights Estes created, followed by Begs Estain October that
year. In 1886merchant landownef I YdzSt ¢ SNNE a[/ 26yYySR cn | ONBa 2



grant, which he subdivided into Avenue Park Estatelentgitaining two acres of elevated land for
his home. Unfortunately for Terrgpnstructon of his house wasvell under waywhen he discovered
to his horror thathis glorious views over the surrounding landscape would not be of bucolic rural
land, but a planned sewerage farm. Consequently, he cancelled the land auction, aborfedjtut
andmoved to the inner suburb®

Gibbinsdid not develophissite until 1885, when he constructed a
grand twostory brick home, with iron lace balconidgntering
through double frosted glass doors into theoleum-floored
entrance hallpast an arched tifner architraveabeautiful cedar
staircase could be seen rising to the upfeels. A large plaster
rose dominagd the highceiling,with an eleganfour-sidedlight
fitting illuminating the scenePotted plants were strategically
placed on small tabld#ing the hal®

: Dappetoentrance hall Date unknown Photo: Macquarie Lodge.

Frederick began to furnish the property with elegant and fashionable pi&agecting locally made
products, he asserted his status lopmmissioing bespoke furnitureimported from prestigious
Bartholomew of London.

In the dining room, there was seating for twelve at a mas&BAoot (5.5m) oak table, necessary for
both his large family and for hosting business and social dinner partiggtherwith the carved
o , sideboard and the dinner wagon used for
serving the food, the dining room
furniture alone was valued #@43. This
was in a period when a female domestic
servant was earning betweei?0-40 per
annum and the gardener would have
earned 2630 dillings per week with
board and lodging®*

5 | LILISoakiiAg tablePhoto: Bayside

Council Library

CKS FrYAf@Qa Y2NYyAy3d g¢g2dZ R 02 YYSyshlllerhingefoatKS o6 NB I |
long (2.74m) oak dining table, seated in one of its ten chairs. Food would be served from a carved
sideboard with a bevelled glass ba€k chilly winter morning, the house was kept cosy with

roaring log fires in beautiful marble fireplaces.

10



Passing into the carpeted drawing room,
visitors would note the small Chippendale
table, a beautiful walnut cabinet filled

with ornaments and tasteful prints hung
from pidure rails.

The windows were festooned in luxurious
tapestry curtains. Ferns and aspidistra
potted plants were placed on occasional
tables, where they reached for the
filtered light streaming through the tall
windows.

Dappeto interior, possibly the drawing
room. Photo: Bayside Council Library

Frederickenjoyedcardgames andghooting a round obilliards with hidriends andousiness

colleaguesplayedon an exclusiveBorroughs and Wat#/ 2 G4 3S FyR S5AYAy3 ¢l of S
founded in 1836, and unddhe patronage of Queen Victoria, producedhaee-quarter size billiard

table, which could be converted to an extra dining table when guests were invited to a dinner party.

8 The Gibbins loved to entertaiiach of his daughters celebrated their wedding at the house, and

Frederick Gibbons celebrated his fiftieth birthday in style in 1891, with a dance held in his elegant

home, an occasion shared by 60 guets.

TheBaltic pinetimber floors were
covered wih the latestpatterned
linoleums a flexible and durable linseed
oil-basedproduct, andsumptuousrugs
from Brussels and the famed Axminster
factories.

Dappeto interior showing oaktable and
sideboardanda carvedmantlepiece
decoratedwith glass lampsfine

porcelainand a mantle clock.Photo:
Macquarie Lodge

Theornate mantlepieces over the fireplaces were adorned wdthollection oexpensive and
delicate Honiton, Sevres and Dresden bone china pieces and exquisite Parisian marble clocks.
Visitors wauld admire thetastefulengravings, watecolours and oil paintings in gilt framdsung
from high picture rails under the cornic&s

Thesmalllibrary featureda fashionable writing desk, wheFgederickwrote letters and business
documents surrounded byleatherboundvolumesdisplayed on oak bookcasdde kept his money
andmore sensitivdegal documents in an iron safe, made by Phillips.

Theupstairsbedroom furniture was carved from American WalnQedar and Maple. Some beds
were timber, while otheroomsfeatured iron bedsteads. Each of the eight bedroosas furnished
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with awardrobe, a pedestal cupboarddaessing tableand awashstandwith a porcelain jug and
basin for washing, essential in ara before bathrooms with running waté?.

The water supply for the house was obtained from an iron windtodhted on a stream near
Lorraine Street and what is nowrfi Street 8°

With a flourishing business and a beautiful house,docial standing was now firmggtablished,
andFrederick was appointed a magistrateApril 1888.%
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Dappeto Gardens

The extensive grounds were maintained by a gardeidenry Hardgewho was well equipped with a
wheelbarrow, tools and an iron rell for trimming theenormouslawn. This latter task must have
taken a considerable portion of his time and energy.

The family were keen gardeners, libey particularly loved the fershouse, where hanging baskets
draped exotic ferns from theafters, and palm trees imparted a sertropical feel. The family would

sit in the shade of the wide verandahs on Coalbrookdale verandah seats, surveying the sweeping
lawns and the nearby Cooks River which meandered through the valley betbey were &eling
energetic, perhaps they might indulge in a game of tennis, pick fruit in the orcblamb the tightly
wound wrought iron spiral staircase to the lookout on the roof of the house, with its panoramic
views or fetch a horse from the stables for d@dk ride around the vast estat®

The Gibbins employed a young-#22arold groomsman, John Richard Radcliffe, who had emigrated
from the Isle of ManHe lived in thédrick stableblock, whichhad stalls fothree horses, with a feed

room, mar® room anchayloft, harness room andoachroom, althoughGibbinsRA Ry Qi 2 4y |
carriage®? W2 Kgfa@ddiadventure in the colonies was to be sHored; a mere three years. On a

fateful January day in 1888 the weather had been swelteringly hot. Mucking out the szt

grooming the horses had left him fatigued and sweaty so he invited young Master Frederick and two
other friends to join him in an impromptu dip after work. The Cooks River was some distance away,
and Lady Carrington Beach even further, so the latsded to cool off in a dam on the nearby
.SEfSe LINRPLISNI& 2F 2KAGSQa . NRAO{LAGO® t SNKI L&A GKS
and slipped and fell into deep water. The sun was setting and despite the deepening shadows of
dusk, Frederick sudady became aware that his friend was in difficulty. He dived in to rescue the
groom who had disappeared beneath the surface of the murky water, but it was of no use. The
young man could not be revived.

The following day an inquest was held at Dappétceddition to the withesses ftere were most
likely12 jurymen gathered around the body to deliberate on the cause of dedth the coroner
delivering a verdict of accidental drownirfg %

The location of the inquest may seem bizarre today but was adbgoice at the time. Inquests

were frequently heard in pubs or other public venues near the location of a dédthe incident

had been traumatic for §earold Frederick and it must have been reassuring to have his father

present as he gave witnessi¢ NRAY 3 (GKS FI Ota &dz2NNRPdzyRAYy3a GKA& R
were in Britain, and he died pennile$$so it is possible that the Gibbins family paid for the simple
engravedstone plaquer i GKSANI aSNBIFyiQa w221622R / SYSGSNE 13

The gardes of Dappeto were flourishing under the tender car€CORBE RS NA O1 DAWhO Ay aQ 3t
wasa keen exhibitor at the Rockdale Flower Carnival in September 1887. Theddyaesent held

Fd GKS bS¢g . NARIKG2Y ! aasSvyofe | f twasopenefibytbes St £ Q& |
Honourable J. O. Inglis, Minister of Public Instructiamo arrived at Rockdale on a special train,

together with other guests and the Royal Nakgillery Band, where they were amazed to see the
stationplatform and building decorated with palm branches. The contingent then made its way to

0KS ¢l GSNRa SR3AS o0& | aLISOAlLE aasSry GNIXYo

The eighty or so women who had prepared the stalls proudly assembtkd sireet for a group
photo, which had to be taken in two batches due the large number of voluntEerally the doors
were thrown open to allow thguestsof honour and theprivileged openingceremony ticket holders
to enter. The event had attracted mg local notables including MWam Georgeludd, Major of West
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Botany,AlexanderMilsop, Mayor of Hurstville,davard Hogben, Mayor of Kogarah, and most
importantly, the judges (Messrs. Henderson and Howlison). The opepéglsby Ministeringlis
was flatering, and as flowery as the displays surrounding the dais. Inglis commented on their;

Wiost exquisite taste, in transforming that commodious and beautiful hall into a perfect
bower of sylvan beauty. If they would permit him, he would indulge in theshtbpt the

beauty which they saw displayed around them might be reflected in the lives, characters,
and actions of all residents in that distritie was quite sure that if they would only take to
themselves the lessons which the beautiful objects of nataught them, and would try to
reflect in their lives and characters the exquisite formations of gentle, unostentatious, and
unpretending beauty, taught them by the flowers and birds and the endearments of nature
everywhere around them, there would be testtle-tattle, and irritation, and fewer grits in

the machinery of lifé Q

1887W! (FadaS¥dzZ adlrftf O2yidNA
DAGOAYEQ® ¢ K $osbihBodthfyd 62 Y S
_, their Rockdale ewer Carnivalexhibit.

W Possibly Catherine and h@0-year-old

daughter Emna. Phao: Bayside Council Library

| Theae wasa carnival atmospherat the flower
show, as attendees browsed the spectacular

¢ floral displaysunder a ceiling festoonedith

' garlands of flowers andung withcolourful
banners No doubt they were impressed with
the striking display of waratahs presented by Miss @iblHerstall was backed by a lush red
curtain, contraseéd bythe attractively drapedgreerery of Rickau Palrfronds, butitwas9 Y'Y | Qa
offering in the vegetable copetition which wonher the prize for best broad bean¥.

Just two months later th&ibbins familyentereda beautiful floral display intthe Kogarah Flower
Show held at the School of Art3he opening ceremony the hallwas performed byhe Mayorof
SydneyAlban JoseplRiley M.P Afterwards, theguests proceeded outdoors to a grassy area on
which two marquees had been erected for flower displays and sales and the partaking of
refreshments. Anagical atmosphere was genéed as evening felgreatedby Chinese lanterns
illuminating the stalls, powered by an electric generator. The strains of music filled thgaageries
of promenade concerts entertad the guestsFrederick dhn Gibkins won first prize for his
amateurcollection of roses®

View of the gardenf NB Y 5 | lefaiflah2 Q& @
Date unknown Photo: Bayside Council Library

Their gardenerHardge alsoattendedthe

{ w2el f | 2NIA Odzf (i deedtirigs { 2 OA S
held in Sydney Town Hallhe members were

keenly competitive and would bring displays of

their best flowers for judgingnlFebruary 1889

attendance was modest, but the competition

still keen with entrants presenting plants

ranging from dahlias to roses. The Dappeto

garden had produced a respebia display of 12 varieties dfilliantly coloureddahliasdelicate
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lilac-coloured blooms o€fleome pargenand a strappyteavedChlorophytum comosurapider plant.
HoweverHardgecould not compete with J. W. Geldifrgm the Summer Hilhouse named
'Victoria'. Hehad spent considerable time and effort preparing a spectacular displag®barieties
of dahlias 20 varieties of zinias,and a selectiomf cut flowers. After the judgingthe members
listened raptly to descriptions of a Japaneden®tree that had been successfullyultivatedin
Brisbaneover a twoyear period *°

Hardgewas more successfuthen themembersmet in the Pitt Street School of Arts Hall

December After learning of the wonders of crop rotation and fertilisers, Henry and his fellow
gardeners eagerly awaited the results of the judging. Despite the dry weather severely affecting the
gardens of Sydneypappetowon second prize for a colourful displafycut flowers anduchsiaswith

their pendulous twetoned blossoms!?0 101

The house and gardens were ideal for entertaining, particularly for significant family occasions.

9YYlI DAOGOAYA YINNASR W2Ky 51tS tFddGdA' % om al &
(18621938) had a diverse range of business interests. He was an importer of cigars and pianos, with
business premises in Pitt Street, Sydney. Pattison also owned a Billiards Licence at the Sydney Palace
Hotel, George Street, Sydnegilliards wasne2 ¥ C NBHbNAADE iRagines Pattison and his

M

new fatherin-law shooting a few ballen the green baiz& y 51 LJIJSG2Qa o6Af € Al NR NP
GAGK Lidzy38yi 2R2dNE Fa (KS® LZAFF 2y (KSoddad I dz

plated cigar piercer:®* The new family moved to 24 Boyce Street, Gl€Band later to The
Boulevarde in Strathfield%

The grounds of Dappeto were a choice setting foridweekwedding in late October 183, when

C NB R Sddilgiddr Mdy marriedicountant William Thom(1866-1942)from GlasgowHe had
migrated with his mother and siblings in the 1870s after the death of his failirThomfamily
were in mourningsoin respect the bride wore a silvery grey dress. bl&atesmaid and/ounger
sisterAdaappeared ima pretty cream gown, adorned with strikingdiamond brooch, which was a
GAFE 2F GKS 0 NiofRe, JohRo2DhdStatAThon Awlasybads©mamas Reverend C.J.
Byng conducted the holy service

As they departed in their carriage for the honeymoon, the guests showered the happy couple with
NAOS FYyR NRBA&S LISGFTa LI dzO| SRTh&weHding gu&tdivefd (i K S N a
reluctant to leave and remained socialising in the beautiful grounds of the house for several hours
FFOGSNI GKS OoNARS %R INR2YQa RSLI NI dzNB

C NB R S NA OdauglidekAdlai 1838 £991)was married at Dappetd Y b S¢ | BO7MR A 51 &
local Arncliffe maravid George Séel (18771957) in a ceremony officiated by Reverend W.R.
Bowers.1%’ George Stead had a young daughter Chragtir®021983)from a previous marriage,

who would become a famous noveligt the 1930s and 1940&rederick generoushyffered nearby

Lydham Halas a homdor the couple. It was builin 1860 forwealthybutcher and landowner

JosephDavie8 51 OASaQ sAR26 &2t R AGibbin@leagethélwlsgfd Ay My P

various tenantsLydham Hall wasituated on a spacious&cre bbck in Bexley. It sold in June 1917,
I F4G4SNJ DA 0 o £2)8853% MG llaterkt vadio@ghtby Rockdale Council in 19Who
operate it as a museum?®
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- Frederick probably métis sonin-law through

- = business connections or the Fisheries Board, as
David Steadworked in the fisheries industry,
rising to become General Manager of the State
Trawlers Undertaking in May 1902. By 1915 he
was earning a huge annual salan£600,1°
| and they could afford to move to exclusive
& Vauclusel'!

e

Lydham HallPhoto: Leonie Bell

CNBERSNAO] YR /I GKSNAYSQa 20KSNJ OKAf RNBY YI NNA SR
(18691928) married Jessie Dunlop Logan (£8925)10 Juy 1895at St. Michaels Church of

England in Surrey Hills. His brother Edwin Gibbins (1846) marriel her sister Margaret Thomas

Logan (1880.967) also at St Michaels, 11 November 1897. Edwin worked as a clerk in the Railways,
WK2gSOSNE KS fFGUGSNI F2tt26SR Ay KAa FlFiIKSNDa F22(
pursued acareerasanoydtd YIy 2y KA&ARFI GKSNRa tSlFaSao

Fredrick John jnr. (1872932). married Mabel Larnach in 1895, raising a large family of 8 children.
During the Great Depression he was thrown out of work. Struggling with mental depression, and
horseracing gambling debtde tragically committed suicide by swallowing poison in May 1932,
dying shortly afterwards in St George Hospital, Kogafdht®

Alfred John Gibbins marridcbuise Albertina Leistikoim 1886. Moving to Laurieton he managed
0KNBES 2F KA a aveh dystes INaes for sbme Redugheré he was a wetkespected
figure. After the death of his first wife he married Isabella Perrott (nee Middlenttss), moved to
Narrandera to manage a sheep and wheat property, before moving back to Laurietdimalhd
returning to Sydneywhere he tragically died from sedidministered cyanide after a bout of
depressiorin 1921 116

Walter married Ada May Morrjgrom the Manning River village &fampoolahat Taree
Presbyterian Church in 1898 and lived in Lauriétdn.
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Sale oDappeto
The big estates of the early landowners were a maintenance burden to future generations, who
additionally had to bear the cost of death taxes which fell due on the demise of the original owner.
As the new century dawned, thandssurrounding Dappeto
FAI RVI :w ESTATE wererapidly subdivided for sale to families wanting to escape
e Bl ot L - | the cityto build a home in the fresh air of the suburttsom the
LA ! B NIM AR | house at Dappeto, Frederick could see his expansive views of
SATURDAY 16™ MARCH 1907 Arncliffe increasingly obscured by housing developm&he
{[E nearby grand old house Belmont, on Wollongong Road to the
_mm'ur west of Dappeto, was subdivided and sold in 13650n the
£t opposite side of WilssRoag the Fairview Estatwith its grand
old housewasalsosoldtwo yearslatep | SYNE Cao | | £ f 2 N
5 estate poster shows the location of Dappeto beside the cluster
2.l ofplotsbeingsol® AGKAY I RSOFRSSES CNBRSNAO
7 would make a similar decision to sell their beautiful family
home.

ROAD
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Fairview Btate shows the location of Dappeto on the right edgehoto: State Library NSWA®

Frederick and Catherine celebrated their Golden Wedding in May 1914, with a special church service
at Christ Church Gosford, a location chosen because Catherine wasinaskiadumber on Brisbane
Water!? Three years later, Frederigkas admitted to the new Jenner Hospital at 2 Macleay Street,
Potts Point, a private facility housed in an elegant Georgian Revival building designed by Edmund
Blacket, where hdied 16 Februar 1917,aged 75. His wife Catherine survived him, passing away 6
January 19292

Frederick and Catherine Gibbifonument
and inscriptionon the family graveat

e
/In Lidoing Rookwood Cemeteryphotos: Leonie Bell*?2

BN @emory OF o

CNBERSNARO1Qa [lLad 2Atf FTYyR ¢SadalySyd gla tSy3aake
house would go to his wife, with the remaining estate divided between his children, however

Frederick had something quite different in mind. If the estate wenCatherine and she remarried,

then her new husband would own her property. Frederick wanted his estate to sustanthis

family for many years to come, and for his business empire to remain intact as his legacy.

Frederick specifically mentions in hiast Will and Testament that there should be continued
investment in the oyster industry after his death, stating that money could be invdsted

WHiKS LIZNOKF &S 2N FOljdAaArdAazy 2F FNBSK2t Ra 2NJ
shares or intersts therein or in any partnership or company whose chief object is or shall be
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the holding working or otherwise turning to account such oyster culture or other
leaseholds) in any of the said state§

In emphasis, his witkiterated this sentiment sevelaimes

He appointed his sem-law William Thonand his daughter Emma Patterson as executdiisom

was given extensive powers to administer the assets as he saw fit, investing the income and any
sales revenue for the benefit of the familyappeto andhe surroundingroperty was to be sold

and the money held in truskrom this trust fund, his wife Catherine would receive an annual
income of£250, paid monthly, and his son Walter Gibbins was allocated a stipefiD6f to be

paid in monthly instalmentswhile the other children would also be suitably caredffom the

profits of the continuing oyster business and invested funds from estate sales.

Catherine Gibbins was to move to a smaller hoddter all, a twestory eightbedroom house with a
hugel2-acreestate was a massive property for a lone widow to handle. She was given the unlimited
right to take any of the Dappeto furnishings she chdgese luxurious items had been valued at
£197/1s/6d. Fredericl® daughters were to choose furnishings from Dapptt the value of£20

each. The remaining furniture would be sold.

¢tKS {dzaaSE {GNBSG LINRPLISNIASE 6SNB (G2 32 (2 2AffA
his daughtelEmma would inherit the shop in 131 Oxford Street Sydmag Oxford St buildgwas
extremely narrow at a mere Hbot-wide, but extendhgto a huge depth ol00 feet. Nevertheless it

generatede4 per annum rentalthough the Tax Office regarded it as virtually worthless for the
purposes of evaluating death duties.

Unusuallyforth @ SNJ X ! RF FYR 9YYI Q& AYyKSNARGIYOSa 4SNB |
YR 0SYSFAGEZ FTNBS FNBY GKS RSolta O2y GNRBf Ay dSNFS
there was nothing separate mentioned for Amy, who was married to William TRoesumab)

Gibbinsconsidered she would be adequately cared for simply by being the wife of a man who ha

inherited control of a vast property trusind who Frederick clearly trusted implicitly.

Gibbins held no shares in mines or public companies atithe of his death. He held a life policy
taken out in 1881 with the Australian Mutual Provident Society valueid &70/19/3 but deposited
no cash in the bank; in fact he wés6 overdrawnln addition to his reagstateandpersonal effects,
over £800, deived from his share of the business partnershipsadded to the value athe estate
for the purposes of tax calculatioandthere weredreaded death duties payable £1,098/14/3.

Thom and Emma would now become heavily involved with his oyster whelesalness as

investors in the partnershiplhe Deeds of Partnership stated that in case of the death of a Partner,

the partnership would not cease, but the executors of the will would be considered partners in
DAOOAY QA aiSIR T2 NlssOehgrefokey\iiari Thanyan@BEmma Kasisodtdal A Yy S
control of Gibbins share of the busin€s3.

As for his oyster leases, they would be managed on behalf of the trust fund. There were 11 leases on
the Bellinger River (valued £2,007), 40 at Camdddaven £5,049) and a further 32 leases on the
Hunter River£1,232). There was also quite a bit of plant, including motorboats, oyster boats and
oyster farming equipment. His son Edwin was allocated a quarter of the profits from the Camden
Haven oyster leses, which he had been working on for many yemgether withthe land and

cottage in which he had been livirigis brotherAlfred JohrGibbinsinherited the cottage and land

at Laurieton.
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Dappetowas valued for death duties &6,70Q Hs other propertes totalled£15,544 in real estate
owned(at Rockdale, Urunga, Sussex Street, Oxford Street and Camden ,Hani8,288 in leased
properties,pluscash investments d1,370/19shillingg3 pence The total value of his assets was
£26,624, with debts owig of£10,017/6 s/11d. It has therefore been previously incorrectly
suggestedin one of the pamphlets held by Rockdale Local History Library, that Dappeto was sold to
pay debts. This is patently untrue, as Frederick died an exceedingly wealthy mawawotearly
determined to care bountifully for his family, for the remainder of their livise debtsverenormal
operational expenses for a prosperous ongoing business, which Frederick intenplesk to the

next generation, if not beyond?*

FredericK F R | W3Sy SNl ft AyidSyiaazy G2 tSd 2yS 2N Y2NB
0dzaAySaasSaqQs GKS OK2AOS 2F ¢K2Y gl & dz2J 42 GKS RA
GK2dzAKG 6+ &8 WRSEAANIOfS | yR SHELISRAISYY |[2/FR a3ddoiki SR
He had a particularly longrm view, mentioning his intention that the investments should pass to

his grandchildren if his sons or daughters dtéd.

Most of the debts were not huge. The largest was a loan from De Fraingtedsufor£5,800 plus

£36 interest, and a smaller overdraft and interest owed to the Commercial Baii8 699. There
were also hospital, chemigixloctor€andy” dzNJe&saitzluding the outrageous sum#£is for the
services of prominent Sydney surgeon Sir Herbert Maitl&3d&resumably Frederick had been ill for
some time, requiring regular medical attention.

Other than that the largest debt was council rates for Dappetbl82, but most other items wer

for small amounts undef10 for groceries, fuel, freight charges, commission for oyster sales and

amostEpn Ay 28a0SN)¥SyQa 4F3Sa3x gKAOK CNBRSNARO| ¢2dz
month 1%’

No doubt Frederick Gibbins had seen the writingonthéwa ¥ 2 NJ @ aid 3ISy Gt SYSyQa
watched properties surrounding Dappeto gradually sold for suburban housing. His will gave William

Thom the specific right to subdivide the land into housing plots if he chose to, and to create any

necessary roads thavould facilitate their saleAccordingly, in the second Dappeto land sale of

1918, Fairview Street was extended through the estate, between WiRoad and Frith Streethe

sale of Dappeto and the building plotsjéred significant outlay for the conaiction of the Fairview
Streetextension, surveys, pegging out the plots, advertising, commission to real estate agents, and

a2t A0AG2NRaE FSSad ¢KS LINE OS dialawWiliamRhoyi Rt SR gA G KAY
administering the finances and his broth#&ohn Stuart Thom handling the legalities.

Thehouse and land were advertised for sélg auction or23 Junel917by Richardson and Wnch.

The estate would be broken upto 54 allotments The first sale would be the hoaigind a

subdivision of plots froting Wollongong Road and Parliament Terrdég.

¢tKS KAff (2L K2dzaS o6+ a RSAONAROSR a 2F WoNRO|l 6A
and rear, and contains hall, 13 rooms, dressing room, bathroom, 2 pantries, and Kicltewas

offered for sale together with luxurious furnishings, that spoke of a wealthy man of good taste and
deep pockets to match?® 130
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WA OKIF NRaz2y lealeRtate pdeyaoverfising NJ
the sale of Dappeto @17. Photo: State Library NSW!

By Dndor of e Trustees of U Fstale Ve FLJ.CBBINS |
SARNCLIFFER -
The houge and 5 plotggre sold to the Sglvatlon Army for
L L || £2,200,with the remaining allotmentsellingfrom £2/2/
ﬁ%ﬁ"@mﬁﬁcaaﬁm‘mrn%wﬂ‘,{] to £3/5/ per foot frontage.The family now possessed a
JRICHARDSON = WRENCH L10.{ large sum of money with which to pay death duti@stal
vy *A%ﬁ”* salesamounted to£5,325, 132133
=R M Suburban houses §EiIQ i NB Ij dzA MBfandiyi | 6 f Sas &
auctionedlii KS WO 2 Y bugrédingainstable block
as building materialg3

|

1213 ags 67 808 0 wirin wslel
A FRE 2 9.

= e | The Salvation Army had purchadeat 54 of 27 %2 perches
135 andLots 5559, consisting of 1 acre 3 roods 4 perches.

B¢KAA ola | avYlrft LR2NIA2Y 2F D)
perchpurchase whichin turn had formed aminor section
2T . FINRgStftQa 2NARIAYIET GlIad cwm

Why was Lot 54 purchased separately on &diint title

deed? A 1962 article in the War Cry may give some insight.

It describes how Commissioner Hay was discussing the sale of the Arncliffe property with his

solicitor. In the course of the discussion he happened to mention that the Army was itetgias

LJZNOKF aAy3a | @FOFyid o6t201 2F tFyR FR2lFOSyid (2 (K

Instead of replying to this immediately, the solicitor unexpectedly recounted how as a young man he

had been roaming rural New South Wales, feelirgpaland estranged from his parents, when he

came upon a Salvation Army meeting. The local officer spoke to him and discovered the young man

had nowhere to go, so he took him under his wing, offering him a bath, a meal and a bed in his own

home for the eveimg. Before sending him on his way the officer prayed with him. This episede re

asSiti GKS G2yS 2F (GKS @2dzy3 YlIyQa fAFST FyR KS LINE
officer.

It was many years later when he was able to fulfil his promise. Hehel€ommissioner that he was
going to purchase the property and alter his will to donate it to the Arbay.54 was transferred
early 1918, months after the original purchase of Dapp#tis. possible that the solicitor in question
wasJohn Stuart Thom, thbrother ofD A 0 0 A yihadv Waligdny Thonmand Lot 54 is the land
referred to, although this is pure speculatiéii.138 139

According to the caveat stamps on the reverse of the Dappeto Title Datacb559, the Salvation
Armytook out a mortgage from Wiam Thom in Gener@ramwell Boot® & Yy I YS mMn 5S0SYo6 S
1917, although the Title Deeds were not finalised until 23 July 1918.

Much land was purchasday Commissioner Hay around this period on the authority of Booth, for
both social welfare homes, Collar@amp and citadel$:ounder William Booth had granted Hay
Power of Attorney, and noBramwell Boothalsogranted Hay Power of Attorney on 4 September
1912 to facilitate this expansiort°

The General lived in Londpand with the Australiarbranch ofthe Salvation Armyoperating as a
distinct entity, governed initially from Melbourne, and later from 1921 in two divisions from
Melbourne and Sydney, it was decided thia¢ registered proprietor to the propertghould be from
the local command.Ae mortgagewas accordinglytransferred to Alfred Henry Packer, Petersham
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Salvation Army Officein November 1920 ! & G KS 5ANBOG2NI 2F GKS { It @I
was now legally considered to be troperly designatefbroprietor the of land. The mortgage was
finally discharged 8 November 1923.

Followingthe death of General Bramwell Booth 16 June 192Bjijlavas passed throughSW State
Parliament enabling the formation dfhe Salvation Army NSW Property Ttostake control of any
Salvation Army properties which remained in the name of the late Geriétal.

We¢ KS ISYSNIft 206285 0acorp@ate badiK dhder thefndme bf N Néw2 ONSB | |
South Wales Salvation Army Property Trust and to vest in such body the whole of the

property real and personal of The Salvation Army in New South Wales which was at the time

of his death held by and now standstiie name of William Bramwell Booth formerly

DSYSN}It 2F ¢KS {IFf@FrGA2y ! Nye dzZl2y (KS { NHza

>
p.
C
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The Trusbecame the Registered Proprietof Dappeto onl6 January 1931%2

Bardwell Park subdivision plan, undated

BARDWELL PARK Photo: StateLibrary NSW43

This undated suburban map of Barell
Park and the Village of Arncliffe
demonstrates the complete subdivision of
the Dappeto Estate on the corner of
Wollongong Road and WilssRoad,into
e individual housing plotsThe second part
k- ca . , of the saleof the Dappeto Estate occurred
in March1918, with lots being offered for
sale fronting Fairview Streét?

sk T

wESTATE

B EX LEYS

California Bungalovstyle houses were
built in the expanded Fairview Street after
sale of the estatePhoto: Leonie Bell
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Salvation Armirls Home

Industrial school

The Salvation Army has always considered care for the welfare of the downtreddamessential

part of its ministry to spread the gospel. From its inception in 1865 in the slums of London, and later
as the Salvationist messagpread to Australia inthe lat@2OSy (i dzZNBE X OKAf RNByYy Qa&
important outreach activity for the Army. Their social work begath the Prison Gate Brigade in

Y A

Melbourne in 1883, progressively adding a Fallen Sisters home in Melbourngim 8 I Y R OKA f RNJ

ministries rescuing children from brothels in 1886Social work has developed to become a key
activity for which the Salvos are well known.

I MpMT NBLR2NI o068 | SyNE {GSIR GAGE SR W! yi@ i KSNJ | NY
371,879 people iB2Y Sy Qa s 62YSyQa yR OKAf RNByQa akKSft (SN

boys and girls in 11 home$% 147

The Salvation Army purchased Dappeto as the site of the Arncliffe industrial GirlsitHh81. It
has been suggested that tmsinistrybegan the year before Dappeto came on the market,
presumablyin rented premises ia nearby suburjpossibly Burwoodwhile anotherArmysource
indicates it may even have commenced as early as 1912, althoughribhbsen possible to
confirm this 148149150

Dedication plaque at the entrance to
§ Dappeto.Photo: Leonie Bell
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. OPENFD i ) Both the War Cnand the Sydney
HE HON THE PREMIER NSW Morning Heraldsent reporters to

recordthe official opening by NSW
W. A HOLMAN E=se® State Premier W. A. Holman KC MP
December 191Holman was a man of
IS DEC I917 vision and ambition. He wasweorking

amES HAY W. BRAMWEL L BOOTH class man who had studied law,

COMMISSIONER CeNERAL despite the privations of
; unemployment that plagued Australia

in the 1890sHolmanstood for political

office, rising to become Premieht the
opening ceremonyhe praised the
INYeQa ¢2N] FYz2y3ald GKS LI22NE NBO2 3 \aiiegwhe s (0 KS
uniquely positioned to understand from the perspective of his personal humble begintiogaan

would prove to be a staunch glbf the Army, often appearing at important Salvation Army meetings

as guest of honout?!

Other dignitaries attendingrere CommissionedamesHay, BrigadieGeneral Arnott (Melbourne),
Lieutenant Colonel Grahame (Acting Divisional Officer for New South Wales), and various officials
from headquarters, together with local clergyméf? It is not implied by the dedication plaque that
the General vas present. He was in London directing the worldwide operations of the Salvation
Army.

The new house was ideal for the purpasfea girl€home,with numerousrooms for the girl
accommodation, large parlours for meetings or instruction, and expansiwagdsofor sport and
recreation It was also located far from the squalor and deprivatidrichmany of these children
had experienced in the inner city.
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h¥iSy LIS2LX S ¢oK2 KIFIR 0SSy of SaaSR o6& (GKS { It @FiA
aidingothers.Bob Spiersvas ayoung manwvho had been in financial difficultyome years

previously. When hasked an Army Officer for assistarte/as freely givenAs time went ophis

finances recovered and he was so grateful to the Army for that earlytlggfthe donated a suite of

furniture to the newly opened Nest at Arncliffg3

Officers were appointed to administer and staff the new instituti@ommandant Horsleyas the
initial Commanding Officegssisted by Adjutant Morter, Captain Barnasd Lieutenants Housden,
Hoepperand Blackmore®

l Redzlit yid a2NISNE ¢l a LINRPY2GSR G2 Df2NEB G4KNBS &St
She had becomeaif FAOSNJ 4 GKS {(dz2Ny 2F (G(KS OSyédi® > | yR
at the time of her death!>®

Annie Hoepper retired as $enior Major after 3¢ S | NB& Q She &MW&Ahan& corps of Rockdale
in 1916 then served 4 appointments in Victoria, spending 18 months at Arncliffe Girls Hbme.

The Nest Girls pose in front of Dappeto in 1918, ranging from 3 years to 14 eaalvation

Army Museumt®?

Originally there wagtended to bean age restrictiorfior admissiorof 10-14 years, but this was
expanded to younger girlfrom 3 years oldparticularly when sisters of different ages were
admitted to care By 1934 over ,000 girls had passed through its dodf$.

The reasons for admission could be varied. Although it talks about a mid to fAweatury
reflecion mO K A f R NB yiHisdolloiaggGotechuldequallybe said to be indicative of the
situation in the early 20 century.There was,

WI ISYSNIt LIGGSNY 2F NBlFazya NBIFNRAYy3I GKS |
including those relating to family finances, parental abuse or neglect of childnen, a

OKAf RNBYyQa o0SKI@A2dz2NI £ LINRPOf SYyad ¢KSasS NBI &2,
however the lack of finances often led to problems and fragile situations which in many

cases, contributed to a child or children being admitted to residential. s&r&
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Some children were orphanahile deserted women or widows of either sex may not have been
able to care for their children.®ers had parents unable to care for them due to financial stress
particularly when there was a loss of income due to illnesgtmenchment, in an era prior to the
Dole and other social welfare assistance paymertsre might be alcoholism, mental iliness, sexual
or physical abusi the family situationThere wauld also be girls who had been made Wards of the
State, and thos@uvenile offenderavho were directed to an institution by the courtas the 2004
Senate Committee concluded;

We¢KS tSaratlrdAazy dzyRSNLIAYYyAy3d (GKS OKAf RNByQa
neglected rather than the parents for being unfit guardiaand it did not make provisions
to assist the childamily situation(®°

This was a difficult mix to manage sensitively and justly without punitive measures being
undertaken.

The Nest Girls Homélhe schoolis to the left ofthe main building(Dappeto) the dining room
(now demolished) idocated at therear, and the playroonis peeking out behind thenarquee At
the time this photo waspublished (1921)The Nest catered for 60 girlene ofthe Salvation

I NJY 8eQenEastern Division home$ousinga total of 400 childrenThe surce is a Salvation
Army publication,Reconstruction in New South Wales and Queensland, the Salvation Army at
Work, published 1921when the Eastern Territory (NSW and Queensland) separated from the
Southern Territory(Victoria, South Australia and Western Australi®y 1924the Eastern Territory
operatedfive girls homes accommodating 249 children at Weeroana&Rockhampton(1920-1934)
Yeronga(18981942) Chelmer in Brisban€19231941) The Fold1920-1942)for younger girls at
Stanmoreand The Nest in Arncliffe (1918969).They admitted 162 girls that year and passed on
175 girls to friends or situations-® Photo: Bayside Council Library

Industrial Schools were based on the British model, which dictatedctiitiren should attend three
hours of school daily, with instruction in reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, and if practicable,
history, geography, and vocal music. Additionally, in Britain they were to be employedfoodrs

daily. Boys were to urettake farm and garden work, while girls learned needlework, washing,
cooking and housework. These tasks would prepare them for the life of a typical wot&sgy

labourer of the period. Anxious to provide for the soul and well as the body, the institutas also
required to provide religious instruction, accompanied by attendance at Divine Service on Sundays,
hymn singing and daily prayé&

Thelndustrial Schools Aat Australiawas introduced in 188bAnW¥ct for the relief of Destitute
ChildrerQIt provided for the creation of Industrial Schools to which children under the age of 16,
who were deemed at risk, could be sent by order of two Justices of the Peace, until tfieir 18
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birthday.Such schools were both privately and publicly, segregated the sexeand wereto be
inspected annuallyo ensure they were run in an appropriate mann€he school Superintendent
was responsible for educating, clothing, feeding and lodging the children, and providing religious
instruction.

If a child wer 10 years old left without permission, they could be kept in close confinement for up to
14 days as a punishment addterrent. TheSuperintendent kld great power @er the children to

QYF 1S ff ySOSa aHandfor th@regSldionhmtargdErnent of the séhéol under

0§ KSANJI OKI NA S dadsfet tedndo aogherbcRoollorf afahge an apprenticeshipafor

child who was ovethe age of twelve, whether or not the child wantemgo.

If one or both parents were still alive, theyudd be directed to contribute up to 10 shillings per

$SS1T F2N 4KS OKAfRQA YIAYyiGiSylyOS Ay @dicad® YSZ |0
andsold to pay the bijlalthough one speculates that if the child was living on the streets itéapli

the parents were also destitutd/oralistic views of the time, however, designated the parents as

being at fault for failing tgprovide¥ 2 NJ G K S O Kahdindapegmenst Sfiddes addld result in a

home undertaking punitive measures, such as witvaal of visitation rights'®?

An Industrial School was intended as a place of tuition for neglected children, who would be trained
and suitably equipped to join the workforce. It was not intended as a reformatory for children who
had committed crimes, butften the lines between the two types of institution becatimelistinct

The Find and Connegovernment websitesuggests Arncliffe Industrial Home was expressly set up

to care for and educate young girls who had run afoul of the court sydbetsince theyoungest
residents werdhree years oldthey obviously would not have appeared in court on criminal

charges

The overlap can be clearly seen in thdustrial Schools Actvhich specifies in paragraph 4:

WO PSNE OKAfR gK2aS | SpprehéndingoSorderingityer 2y 2 F (KS

apprehension as hereinafter mentioned shall not exceed sixteen years who shall be found

lodging living residing or wandering about in company with reputed thieves or with persons

who have no visible lawful means of supportwith common prostitutes whether such

reputed thieves persons or prostitutes be the parents or guardians of such child or not or

who shall have no visible lawful means of support or who shall have no fixed place of abode

or who shall be found begging aboany street highway court passage or other public place

or who shall be found habitually wandering or loitering about the streets highways or public

places in no ostensible lawful occupation or who shall be found sleeping in the open air may

be apprehendedby any constable or peace officer or by any other person and taken before

lye (62 WdzAGAOSa 2F GKS tSIFOS G2 06S RSIHEG oAl
In other words, it applied to thosehose parents were unemployed and childmeho today we
g2dzZ R OFff K2YSfSaa WaidNBSi {1ARaAQI K2 ¢gSNB a&adaNI
stealing.There was no policy sbcial workerd y A LISOGAY 3 | FlL YAt &Qa tAGAy3
FNRBY GKSANLLINByiGQa K2YS
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" — Although dficial recordson Find and Connestate thatthe name
il of the Arncliffehome was not changed to The NésK A f RNB y Qa

cIBBINs‘nAPPEIo‘ PESTATE Homeuntll 19_3.0,. it is shown on the_second Dappeto Estate
auction subdivision map of 1918 with that naniNewspaper

 AUCTION SALE 29 SUBDIISION SATURDAY
vound 3 T . . .
'_—_"r's accountscorroboratethat the residents otthe industrial school
s 805 Sursg ' were known as théNest Girl§from the beginning®* 165
o g mm

TERNS

| 26 SOSNI GKSNBE Aa SOARSYOS GKIG UGKS
{1 E@FGA2Yy | N anteh&ibriall AEnae K2 YSa

) considered to be areflectionof$ ! Ny @ Qa F GGAGdzRS (2
< % children which often differed from the judicial and secular social

O welfare view A nest implies the love of a pareproviding

sustenance, and protectioior youngsterdrom the perils of the

world around them:®®

T i

March 1918 The NestDappeto)is shown on the auction postet KS @SYR2NJ A4 DAOGOAYQ
and sonin-law William Thom.Photo: State Library NSW

The Salvation Army opened a home for mothers with young childr&hore Road, Hackney
London in 1895 which they named The Nest.rtoved to Lanark House, Clapton in 1886d was
relocatedto Upper Clapton in London in 1908y 1906it was solelyagirf Qaine, which catered for
50 childrenunder the age of 127 Lanark Houselosed in the 1930 heArmyopened a second
Nest home in Ramsgate in 196816°

There was a Nestin Turinltaly in 1998¢ KS { I ft gF GA 2y | N¥& KI & NXzy | b
Kingston Jamaica, for60yeal8g KA f S (KS bSad / KAfRNBYyQa 12YS Ay
1919, with the donation to the Salvation Army of aatxe property with homestead. It officially

opened the following year and operated until 1989 when the Achanged its care model, bt

1990, The Nest children's home reopened as a Community and Family Service prodra@ioser

to home, another Nest opened in Chelmer, Brisbane in 1920.

No matter which official nam@)the institution registered under, to the Salvation Army officers and
their young charges, Dappeto was simply The Nest.

Left Nest girls pose at the entrance to Dappeto. Date
unknown. Photo: Macquarie Lodge.

Right The Nest Girls pose in front of Dappetwith some

leaning out of the upper floor windows Date unknown Photo:
' Macquarie Lodge.
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Life at the Nest

An earlyvisitor in 1918 was most impressed by the house, the children and the general ambience of
The Nestoommenting that,%ad | not been told what thenstitution was | should have taken it to be

a highclass school for young gigsleeffusedthat Dappeto wad# Palatine, a magnificent looking
building such as only a very rich man could pos€&5n fact, it was merely 18 months prior to the

visit that a very rich man and his family had indeed occupied the house.

The staff were constantly reminded of their religious duty to care for the girls, byldrge aprons
with, $br His sak€embroidered across the top.

The girls were healthy and wé#d, accommodated iri7 clean, airy dormitories and engaged in
numerous weHorganised educational and social activities.

TheWb S &wviefe Sahsered members of one large family, and as famémbers wereexpected

to contribute to the running of the housetid. TheNesthad a practical, pragmatic, attitude.vitas
O2yaARSNBR (2 068 WI aGNUzOGdzZNBE F2N 6 KAOK GKS @& 2dzy
them at an early dat@\&¥°

They rose at 7 anfiling to the lavatory, where white porcelain bias were arraigned along two

sides of the room. Taking their towel and a small bag containing a brush and comb from a row of
individually named pegs in the third wathe girlswould proceed to tie adjacent bathroomwhich
contained a number ofastiron white-enamelbathtubs, some equipped with overhead shower
roses.They would promptly take a bath or shower and quickly comb their hagrelfwas no time

for delaybefore the breakfast bell summoned them to the dining area at 7.30tarsit atlong cloth
covered tables in therightdining room following which would beommunalmorning prayers!’®

Thegirlswere provided with three meals per day, cooked by the stHfkir laundry was also carried
out by staff,which would hae been adangerots, laborious, timeconsumingchore in an era when

linen wassimmered in copper tubs of hot soapy water, stirred by a wooden paddle, passed through
the rollers of a hanabperated mechanical wringer and hung to dry in the fresh air. It was no small
task, deling with sheets, towels and clothing for 60 children and a number of staff who lived at the
home.In the 1920sCaptain SquireBandledthe laundry whilethe meals were cooked bfister Lois
Ashtonon a large iron rangé’’

However the childrenwere hculcated withpersonal discipline and strong sccalledProtestant
work ethig by completing othetess dangeroubousehold choresboth in themornings and after

they returned from school each afternoofihey wouldeachbe expected taonake their beds before
e

completing their assignechorning taskssmoothing the crisp white

- sheets and carefully positioning the fluffy pillows, with pillowslips
embroidered with® 2 R A &ho$easdi§n@dio kitchen duty
might make the sandwiches fereryoneto take to school,

prepare breakfasor wash up in the scullery, before changing into
school uniform and walking tilne adjacent schoolroonor in latter
years to nearbyAthelstane Public School. Others might be required
to clean thebrightly patterred linoleumfloors, while the classic

I black and white checkedictorian tiles on the terrace had to be

| thoroughly scrubbed on a regular basi€.

Thetiled porchthat wasscrubbed by the girlais part of their
assigned household choreBhoto: Leonie Bel2020
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Women of the day were expected to become good wives and mothers, so the staff also aimed to
teach the girls€urrent work method<Housework was laborious, but definitely not unskilled labour.
Many of these orphaned or neglected girls lacked a motbeset an example of how to carry out

these tasksn preparation for fulfilling the expectations of their future husbanbBsing the

housework also fit them for paid work, which would have predominantly been in domestic service in
an era when women halittle or no career prospects and limited education. Modern sensibilities
should not judge this harshly, as it sensibly provided the girls with life skills and work skills
considered important at the timée-’®

Younggirlsat The NestDate unknown:Photo: Macquarie Lodge.

TheNestlings engaged in a sewing class193218°

28



Life was notéll work and no pla@Recreation was an important featug¥ t A TS Ay, GKS 3T A NJ
both passive and active. £ £ 31 YSa FyR aAYLX S OKAf RNByQa I OGAC[L
lawn. There was even a tennis court nestled behind a lattice fértae children were free to play in

the extensive groundafter schooluntil the dinnerbell rang at 5pm. Aftedinner prayers were held

in the dining room, then it was off the bed in times staggered according to age, the youngest at 7pm
followed by 7.30 pm and finally 8pm for the eldest gi#s

Page Fifteen

Reconstruction

STORY-TIME
vis DT ave
“THE NEST.”
Taking the place
of the parent.

—

The Officers in
these Homes All
the place of
parents to their
charges, who be
come as members
of one large
family.

Aren't such fine
young Australians
worthy  of the
Best of Chances?

The girls of The Nest listen attentively tostory.'8?

There were times when the staff would read starie the children Birthdays were celebrated,

whenthe Matron would kiss théirthday child and giveher asmallbirthday gift. On Saturday
FFGSNYy22ya GKS IANI aQ Yek chikd@®iNdn the lawdeftcRisted fodhgii | YR & A
stories of life affhe Nest.There was always ample opportunity for outdoor playthe 1950s the

extensive green lawn of the home was home to 2 sheep named Bluey and,®urtewere

affectionately namedfter characters from g@opularcomic stripby Alex Gurney, whickeatured the

antics of two larrikin World War 2 soldier$®

The childrenplaying Oranges and Lemons at
the Nestin 1932184

The girls would also carry out physical culture
exercises tomprove their health and
coordination. Dressed in looskneelength
white dresses, with long black socks and flat
shoes, they would assemble outdoors for
stretching and exercis®y the 1930s the
uniform had changed to simple cotton shifts
with Peter Parcollars, long white socks and
flat, black, strap shoe#n the 1950s, the girls
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wore a house uniform with a straw boater hat when they attended church at Rockdale Corps, but at
other times, unless required to wear school uniform, would dress in indivitylgs of informal play

The Nestlings line up in front of Dappeto in 1918, smartly dressed in their house unifehaio:
Victory Magazine 191886

Wearing a house uniform might seem overly regimented, but uniforms are designed to create a
sense didentity and reinforce group cohesion. Their other advantage is that they are essentially
egalitarian in naturgbecause neone is dressed more expensively than their neighbour.

Reconstruction. Page Nineteen

~

MERRY MAIDENS OF YERONGA HOME, QUEENSLAND, EXERCISING IN THE ROOMY GROUNDS.

Situated on the banks of the beautiful Brisbane River, near Brisbane, with fine open country surround-
ing, this Home is producing a splendid robust type of yourg women. 9
There are other Homes for Girls at Rockhampton and Chelmer, besides others in New South Wales,

This1921LJK 2 G2 FTNRY , SNRy 3l / KAt RNXD gxeraise tlassmBlartoy v dzSSy 3
those which would have taken place at The Nebtatron Merrifield held a post at Yeronga prior to
being appointed to The Nest!®’
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The Arncliffe Nestlings
exercisewith balls in 1932188

Fresh air and a change of
atmosphere were considered
GAOGLE G2 GKS OKAf RN
physical and spiritual healti
highlight of the yeafrom the
1920s through to the sixties
was thesummercamp at
Collaroy, which is still in
existence today, althoughiti
a better class of facilities than
in its simpler, early days, now
encompassing activities such
as abseiling, laser tagging,
tennis and basketball.

In a visionary moveseveral hundred acres gfime beachside propertyvere obtainedby the

Salvation Amyin the late 1800sas a recreational area for spiritual and physical revifalThis

formed part of the original land grants given to William Cossar in 18ies Jenkins in 1834nd

Elizabeth Jenkins in 1831°It is believedhat the land was given to th8alvationArmy by Miss

Elizabeth Jenkins in exchange for an anntfiton her death in 1900, Elizabeth Jenkins bequeathed

KSNJI SYGANBE SadardsS G2 GKS WLINAYOALIt O2YYIyYyRAy3d 2
the time being to be used by him in spreading the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to the
Odzadi2Ya |yR dzal 3S 2F%2GKS &alFAR {If@FrGA2y | N¥eQo

Over the years the Salvation Army sold large chunks of the land to finance other ministries, but the
Collaoy camp remainedhtact. This placed the Salvation Army in a unique position. It is doubtful
that any othersecular or churclerganisation had the capacity or will to seaphaned and

neglected children on an annual holiday.

The War Cry describagveralwonderful trips to Collaroy bthe Arncliffegirls, such as ii930when
the Fold and the Negbined for theannualholiday. Despite the inclement weather the children had
a marvellous time, with planned outdoor activities relocated to the hall.

The Suday sermorthat yearnaturally was based on the themBuilding on the Ro¢bf Jesus and

not on the sinking sands. The significance of the concept was not lost on the girls, surrounded as
they were by the sandy seashore of Collaroy beach. There was tiaégsspel message and singing
of religious songs, and then a little active learning was engaged, with the girls challenged to seek
bible verses and devise watp illustrate them by presenting mini tablea@neyoungster carried a
lamp onto the platform o illustrate Why word is a lamp unto my fe@tvhile another demonstrated
He that bearing precious seed, shall return rejoicing and bringing his sheaves wgbyhmiming
sowing seedst®?

¢tKS bSald YR ¢KS C2f RcaSphg@pidgétherayColiarmy3rNID38, aimMdBEry A 3 K i C
the watchful eyes of Matrons Majors Docheffyom the Foldand BakefThe Nest)a highly

experienced officer who had served in both Australia and New Zealand. The War Cry quaintly

NEB LJ2 NI SR (il Kdvdichaigk & th& maidéns, fvho will enjoy rambles in the bush, swimming,

FYR adz2NFAY3as: FyR 3FYSa 2y (GKS KAff®Q ¢KS OF YL gt
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surrounded by natural bushland at the rear of the site and fronted by mildsnaites of pristine
sandy beaches.

This campsite was not only enjoyed annually by The Nest, but also Bexley Boys Home, and over 120
poor innercity women and children who were given the opportunity for a mueleded holiday

which they could not have affded without the charity of the Salvation Armiy* The women were

offered a special treat of enjoying a cup of tea in bed and total respite from cooking and cleaning
duties, which must have seemed like two weeks of heaven.

Many of the girls were activelpvolved in Salvation Army activities, attending meetings (church

services) at the local Corp on a Sunday, andwddk meetings at the homddany of the girls

0SOFYS / KNRAGAI ya (KNP dz3 Kn additién tovfoiingiaddedeniy¥ G KS K2
prayers, i was compulsory for the children to attend weekly Sunday meetings at Rockdale Corps,
wherethey would give personal testimonies ‘@ods power to keep them in their many trials and
temptationsQ*® It would also lead to some becoming Salvatianind enrolling aseenageCorp

Cadets engaged in weekly bible study sessions and studies of Salvation Army déttéeers

took the Junior SoldieB oath, or joired the Wife-SavingD dzI &R érganisation similar tGirl

Scouts)whoin the 1920s wez overseenby | LJi I Ay al NB2NAS {AYY2yas | yR
daughter Jeartogetherwith schoolteacheCaptain Andrew as their Chaplatff Someassumed

non-ordained Local Officer positions such as Young Peoples Seildagnt while a few progressed

to the Training Colleg® become fultime Salvation Army Officers, following the example set by

their mentors at The Nest, ministering to othersnieed.19°200

In 1919 there was concern at Army Headquarters that Salvationists were becoming lazy in their
ALANRGdzr t ftAFTST O2yidSyid G2 tSG 20KSNER 62N)] KIFNR
their game. To counter this apathy, theyt®@ SA 3SR ¢ KS DNBI G hFFSyaros /[
increase all branches of our spiritual operations by 20% by3day M pQPd ¢ KS GAYAy3I 27
campaign may have been unfortunate, as the Spanish Flu spread to Ausfifiting40% of the

population killing around 15,000 in Australia and &@llion worldwide.2°* Despite the restrictions

imposed by the government trying to prevent the spread of the influgraademig closing schools

and places of entertainment,many revival meetings were conducteders a threemonth period. At

The Nest in Arncliffe, this resulted in 23 girls dedicating their lives to ®&od.

Christmas always saw an air of celebrafismith staff striving to make it a family occasidn

Decemberl928, two hundredchildren fromArmy homes across Sydney, includifige Nest, were

treated to a Christmas party at Taronga Zoo. The sun blazed in an azure sky and a light breeze ruffled
the air as the children wandered amongst the exbibits wherever their fancy took thekingesut

the elephants and tigers, penguins and bears. Other visitors were impressed with their behaviour

and gathered nearby with great interesihe group clusteredn the shade under a rock ledgend

200 voices rang ouh song followed byMrs Commisiener Sowtof2 ghort encouraging message.

The day was particularly poignant for those children whose siblings had been separated by
assignment t@d 2 éaAadd A Rdmas(iving themthe opportunity to renew vital family tie€%

The following yea€Christmas was held on the lawns of Dappeto, with Commissioner and Mrs
Maxwell joining with the Nestlings for an afternoon of merriment, singing and gahiesarrival of
Santa was met with a great dealjoflity and excited anticipatioand the airrangwith laughter as
the children opened their gift£%

As usual, Christmas 1930 was a busy time for Mrs Commissioner Maxwell, whocwstalcharily
Grairld SIOK 2F GKS OKAf RNXoyhMissiofeeMéasvallzbutisiyeathdr t @ | 002
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husbandwasstill en route from London and unable to make it to The N€bkat yeawas a damp

affair, but the girl§spirits were not dampened. From their refuge on the verandah, there was great
excitement when Santa drove upe hillin amotor car, loudly tooting Is horn and shoutingMerry
Christmast The car was laden with a bag of goodies. Sgirlsreceived dresses, while others

played happily with their new tea sets or doifs.

Santa then had to outdo himself in subsequent Christoesbrations The followirg year he arrived

on the rooftop, apparently flying in from above, in realitimbing thenarrow spiral staircase,

SYSNEAY3 FTNRY GKS /[ FLIIFAyQa 2Ff1 GKFG G2LIISR GKS
gKAOK adzZllllzaSRfe R R SylofSR KAa WFEtAIKGQOD

The staff received an unwelcome surprise when one of their number contracted diphtheria3n 192
207 This deadly diseassdaused byCorynebacterium diphtheria and Corynebacterium ulcerans
bacterium, whichcause grey andhite patches on the tonsils, forming a membrane which makes it
difficult to breathe.lt is spread by coughing and spitting and contact with painful skin sores. Today it
can be treated with antibiotics, but antibiotics were not available until after World Wamn2anti

toxin developed in the beginning of the 2@entury saved many lives, btite first vaccine wasot
developed in 1923Diphtheria vaccination campaigns began in Australia in the late 1986s.
combination vaccine for diphtheria, tetanus and pesis (DTRyas createdn 1948 The disease

was more or less eradicated within Australia by the 1975 National Immunisation Pragt&ifibut
millionsof children contracted the illnesgorldwide.?*°

The victim at The Nest wabeerful Captain Smittthe choir pianist and Sewing Room Supervisbr.
Since he disease was highly contagiodilse Captainvas removed to isolation in a hospital ward.

The children were also placed in isolation to prevent spread of the dis€dséhenever the

children of The Néscontracted a contagious illness, such as chicken pox, measles or diphtheria, they
would be placed imuarantinein the attic room at the top of the hous&s a precaution against

further infections

As in all Salvation Army homes, the Comman@ifficers would change regularly, and staff moved
from post to post. Commandant Merrifield was Matron in charge of the girls in thel®2ds. As a
young womankEllen Norrie Stirrat (born in Ballarat in 18 F&)d been interested in the work of the
SalvatiorArmy. After being visited in her home by the local officer, proffering a copy of the War Cry,
Nellieavidly purchasethe newspapereach week. TéWar Crys the official newspaper of the

Army, covering news dhe outreachof each ministry, stories of ¢os (church) activities,

testimonies of salvation, and religious artiskemed at bringing the public to repentance and Gld.
was, and still is, sold on street corners by uniformed soldiers, with the proceeds going towards
various ministries.

One day sk sawtwo policenmen from her window, engaged iaking down the names dfvo
{rt@raGA2yAata FT2N) 6KS WONARYSQ 2F RAAGAz2NDAY3A GKS
common, but controversial, Salvation Army practice, usually accompanied by brass bigihg,

drums and timbrels and noisy outdoor sermons. Intrigued by the sight, she attended a Salvation

Army meeting and was converted.
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Matron Merrifield and staff at The
Nest 1927213

She quickly became involved in local

ministry in Ballarat and in 120was

commissioned as an Officer (Minister

of Religion) with the rank of Captain.

Her initial appointment was to the

Western Australian mining fields at

Mount Magnet Corps, moving later to

Mount Morgan, Midland and then

opening the newMaylands Corps.

After she married CaptaiRrederick
WilliamMerrifield in 1905 2*4the

couple moved to Queenslaridr a brief eleven monthsSadly her husband died three months prior

to the birth of her daughter Jeanvho would later join her in ministry at The Negf Mrs Merrifield

OF NNASR 2y> YAYAaAaUuSNAYy3I Ay 22YSyQa {20AFf 22N
22YSyQa {20AFf ¢NIXAYAY3I 1 2YS>s o601 G2 DfSyNRe 7F2
Queensland.

This was excellent training for her nexgpointment to The Nest in 1921, when the Salvation Army
restructured into the Eastern and Southern Territories.

al GNRY /I LIXFAY aSNNAFASER 461 &d RSAONAROSR Fa WI 4N
and fund of humour, commosenseA & Y LJ (1 K& | y R aadyhi éhNier regéArBell ffleBal

a second mothef® There is a touching story of two young girls who wgeatlyinformed by

Matron Merrifield that their father had gone to heaven. She sent them out to play, giving them a

piece2 ¥ FTNUzZA G S OKd ¢KSe& OKSSNRAte& Fyy2dzyOSR (2 GKS;
KSF@Sy FyR YdzY 31 0S8 dza GKAA FTNHAGED® b2d t2y3a | T
O2NJY SN 2F (KS hepBralyaddressaddziighly am8sk al G NPY aSNNATFASE R
might die tonighté 2*’Captain Merrifieldemainedat Arncliffeuntil Matron Commandant Edith

Mann from Rockhamptowas appointed irMarch 1928218219

Sometimes a generous donor would enable the staff to take the girls on an excursion, perhaps to
nearby Carss Park to enjoy a picnic and a swim, or perhaps to Taronga Zoo to see the lions and tigers
andthe elephantsin their exotic Indian paviliaf?°

Thegirls had educational opportunities at the @ite school, and opportunities to be creative
through the performing arts. Moreover, as they were given the chance to travel throughout the
state, they developed confidence and a sense ofestiéem, as evidezed by the glowing reports
wherever they went.

Sometimes Matron Baker would accompany the girls on an excursion to the city. One Saturday in

Mmpon (GKSe GAaAlSR WeAdGryAlIQa tFHEFOSQ G 5F@FAR W2
Nodoubttf IANI 3Q SYyiN}yOS FSSazx 2F 2yS akKAfttiaya SIO
supporter ofThe Nest. This wonderous 3@ar2 f RX R2f f Qa4 K2dzaS LI fI OS:Z RS
architect Sir Neville Wilkinson, was the talk of the town, touringdbentry, moving from

Melbourne, through Adelaide, Hobart and Sydney to Newcastle and then travelling to New Zealand,

FGGNF OGAy3 GK2dAlyRa 2F OKALRNBY (2 YENBSt G A
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charities. In Melbourne alone, 380 people flowed through the doors and in Sydney 43,000
patronsswarmed the department storeaisng £1,508/14/3 for local charities??!

After queuing in excitement for more than an hour, the Nest girls were fascinated by Queen Titania

YR YAYA OBESRFPONR2YI GKS OKI LISt gA0GK AGa dAye L
GKSStx 1tA0S Ay 22yRSNIIFYRQa OF (-seCotzNfie Riatazt] 6 & (0 K
grand piand®®? The Commissioner would often visit the girls home. Nowy treturned the favour.

Since they were in the vicinity, the group then walked down Elizabeth Street to Headquarters to

greet the Commissioner, who had recently returned from a visit to LorRé&fai

In 1921, when the Salvation Army Eastern Territory sepdrifom the Southern Territory, they

registered the annual expenses for the Social Work Trust for New South Wales and Queensland as
£89,084 / 4 shillings/ 8 pence. However the financial report does not give a breakdown of how much

gl a aLISyid Dyes pckitally NFBppadawadnow part of the new territory, which held

Freehold Propertpssets oET T S domc KpKT FT2NJ YSYQas ¢ 2onGine@da +yR O
and Total Assets d&06,852 /2/7.22°

R & A souvenir bookmarlcommemoratingthe 1939 fete. Photo: Macquarie Lodge.

The Nest was operating on a deficit, and always with the threat of insufficient

finance hanging over their heads. It was necessary to organise annual fundraising

fetes to raise fundsa tradition which has continued todayith the popular

Macquarie Lodge Feté?®22’ These events always attracted local politicians. The

fete held 8 December 1928 was opened by the wife of the Premier of NSW, Mrs

T.R. Bavin. The crowds strolled the grounds eatingrieam, eying the

scrumptiols homemade jams, cakes and sweets, purchasing knitted and

embroidered items, rummaging through the jumble sale items. There were plenty
of stalls to interest the attendees and of course the Nest Girls and the boys of

‘\vi‘.mf:}:-;?;-:m Bexley Boys Home provided the entertaiant. 228

< Garden 'Zﬁrtte' &

Saturday, Nov. dth, 1939
3 pm. ud Enentug

Dappeto had always been noted for its lush gardens which had been lovingly cared for by the
Gibbins girls and their gardener. In its newest incarnation @Kai f RoWIB,he gardens

continued to impress, as the local newspaper noted in 1938 & the annual fete the flowers
bloomed profusely, looking particularly fresh after light showers of rain. The event was opened by
The Hon. Albert Lane MHR, and presided over by the Territorial Commander and otheartkiyiy
army officers. Yet again ¢hstalls had to be dismantled and-assembled undercover when rain fell,
and the Hurstville Band retreated to the verandh.

35



PREMIER'S WIFE (Mrs. Bavin) o pened the garden fete at “The Nest,” Salvation Army girls’ school, at Arn

cliffe. Some of the principals.

PremierBavin® wife attendsa fete at Dappeto.Photo: Telegraph 11 December 1928 p#%°

While some donationswer$ I NY I N] SR F2NJ SELISNASYyOSa GKI G ¢2d#Z R
other supporters would give more practical gifts towards the work. The girls would sit in the dining

room to do their homework, and the space was often used for recreational actiitiesuld be a

chilly place in the large house, so everyone was delighted when a benefactor donated two large gas
heaters. The generous donor was solicitor Mr William Thom, who no doubt knew very well how cold

the room could be, from his days spent witretibbins family when he first married Miss Amy

Gibbins*! Food supplies were delivered from the markets by horse, so the Matron was very pleased

when another donor gave them a suliy.

The GovernolSir Philip and
Lady Gameisit a selection of
Salvation Army welfare
institutions in October 1930,
including the Dowling Street
Hostel, Bexley Boys Home,
Dulwich Hill Eventide Home for

elderly women and The Nest.
233234

A more unusual donation came their way in 19600 Salvationists were visitilgatoomba with

some overseas guests when thegtlitheir bag containing an expensive camera. However the most
identifying object in the bag was a copy of the War Cry. Deeyded to ringhe localSalvation Army
officer, in case it had been found and tipersonhad the foresighto hand it in to the Army. The
officerinformed them the bag had already been fourttbwever, he woman who had found the
bagandphoned the local Salvation Army officer, had handed in the bag in Sydney, asking that the
reward be given to a childrens home. Arncliffe was the lucky recipient of the retard.
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The Nest Girls

The Salation Army hasilways considered music an essential tooteéngelismwriting sacred
words to popular tunes of the day, rather than singing ancient hymns, and most notably forming
song brigades (choirs), brass bands and timbrel brigades to promote the meSsagel Matron,
Commandant Horsley, formed the gindo a choircalled the Nest Girls Company

/P LLIGEFAY {YAGK fSFR NBKSINEIfAYX gAGK GKS IANI & Of
cat would regularly stalk around the room, perhaps resting on the clasktured mohair rug in

frontofthefiNB 3ANI S O2YF2NIF o6t S gA0GK (KSPamofidzgy R 2F (K
song.236237

Within its first year of operation, the girls were touribgth north and south of Sydney to Ashfield,
West Maitland, Cessnock, Kurri Kurri, East Maitland|3&fadl, Newcastle, Lambton, Bulli, and
Wollongong 2%

In 1918, in the throes of World War 1, patriotism
was rife, and theNest Grls wearan Australian

flag in support of the Anzac troop®hoto:
Salvation Army Museun33®

The following year theperformedin the Sydney
Town Hall and at assorted citadels (Salvation
Army churches) around Sydné&yhey spent many
weeksgatheredaround the piano at Dappeto,
practicing songs and sketches, so the girls were
excited to learn that Matron had arranged
another series of concerts in the Hunter Valley
region north of Sydney.

In August 1919, they packed their little brown cardboard suitcases with a few belongings and walked
downhill together to Arncliffe Station to board the steam train to the city. It wagyddap from the
platform to the steps of the wooden train carriages, so the older girls assisted hoisting the little ones
onto the train. Arriving at Sydney terminal they changed for a train that chugged over the iron
Hawkesbury River Bridge towards Newiba

They were scheduled to appear in several locations in the region, so the local corps members
(church members) billeted the girls. Over the neightdays they performed at West Maitland Town
Hall, Wallsend# A y  dndlHuriteRSireet West Citadedulminating in the Newcastle Citadé&i°

37



The program was essentially a Christian variety siidveach venue
they might sing &election ofhymnsor song from the Salvation Army
Songbook (hymnalaccompanied by pian®ne of the girls would
ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 16th, . . . b
THE - NEST' GIRL'S recite an inspirational poenAt other times the whole company would
wil render » Very Ainaciive Frgramme, | reCite the poempr they might perform an action song, playa

including

- acriox soxas, rinvsicaL biis, | mandolinensemble enacta character song, play a violin sodo,

TABLEAUX, ETC,

— entertain the appreciative audiee with physicatulturedrillsinvolving

; Adwmission, la; (X..I;cn under 12, 6‘4’..1 {

— - ———— 2| cymbals or shorbrassrods.
i THE ML\E?I}N ARMY.
o Naried e ‘.’é’,lfl.|.,§¥;:‘.“;¥‘-';a'2?‘.;.'.i'l§ - The Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate 16 August 1919

B it M. & i; p.12, advertised forthcoming performances by the Nest girls

| S

THE SALVATION ARMY CITADEL.
HUNTER-ST, WEST.

Admisslon 1/-,

Sometimes the grouplayed handbells. This traditional British art involsettamtakinga small

tuned bell in each hand anthging them in a synchronised fashiongerform melodies?*! Thegirls
loved dressing up to enacttableau of a biblical sceres a finalebut itwas always the adorable
0loASa gK2 adz2t S 0KS fieyeRad i6dk& Qdicuténd the\chuictkh ¢ K S
members applauded each item enthusiastically.

Learning the finer points of Bell ringing from a

resident of the Eventide Homa 1932Photo: War Cry
242

The onetypical Salvation Armgctivity they never
performedat these concertswas playing the timbrel
This wagyenerallyreserved for female Salvation Army
junior or senior eldiers although individual girls
might play thetimbrel in the local Rockdale Corp
meetings Most of the childrenwere not members of
the SalvatiorArmy butrepresented many different
denominations although all were required to attend
meetings as an essential part of their education

After a concertthey would take up an offering to assist in the castsociated withthe train faresor
to aid other charitable work of the Army heperformancesvere so successful that they travelled

FTANIKSNI F FASER TFT2NJ I F2NIyA 3 &ser@sof dofcedNvicF wele K S

very well received, with audiences demanding encof&$#* Sometimes the girls would combine
with the boys of the Bexley Boys Home for a local concert at RocKtfale.

The choral events were so popular that theyvisitedthe Hunter region in August 19285 Wwith all
the energy of youth, they were on tour again with an exhausting, solidly packedy #inerary to

the Central Coast and Hunter regions, performing 15 concerts at picture palaces and towtfhalls.
248

The Salvation Army was famous for holding outdoor church services, often preceded by an

tAdd

b{?2

exuberant march down the main street, accompanied by a brass band, beating the drum and singing

Christiansongs. Christmak920was time for just such an enthusiastiotdoor serviceat the Nest,
where the girls were joined by Sunday Schools from the surroundingPaesbyterian, Baptist,
Congregational, and Methodishurches. In true Army style they commendedtive celebrations
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with a march along Wollongong Streptoceeding through the swinging gates and along the

driveway between the flower borders the lush lawrsurroundingthe home The girls sang carols,

YR GKS 0284Q O0ONlaa o0lyR 0fSg GKSANIRyaldNHzySyia
The followingyear saw them headed north again for a short tour to reprise their performances at

Newcastle, the Central Coast, Western Sydney and the lllawarra including the coastal town of Kiama,
while in 1922 the girls sang in the Southern highlands, Albury regialb@a and the Riverin&>

251252 253 254 255

They were back in KianearlyOctober 1923 at the Oddfellows H&f® With little rest between
engagementshe choir setoff again tovisit western Sydney for a weekend, wheygproximately

thirty girlsplayedand sangat the Windsor Picture Theatre, the Australian Hall at Wilberforce, and a
Home for the Infirm. They were treated to a tour of several historic attractions in the area.
Wherever they wenipeople were enthusiastic about these young wonzemd their carersThe local
reporter enthused,;

WeKSe INB | FAYS 02Reé& 2F @2dzy3 !daAaUNIftAlIyas |
their intelligence, speak volumes for the caredaraining they 'receive at the "Nesat

Arncliffe. The fine performances they have reflect the highest credit on those who have the

OGN AYAY3 2 F (KS FANI a0Q

At the end of the month théest Girlgevisited Kurri Kurri angdaid a visit tdnverell where the

al@2N) IyR (26yallS2LX S 6SNBE Yz2al AYLNBaaSR:I y2i0 2
RSYSIYy2daNE 6AGK F f20Ff ySgaLl LISNI O2ewWdlyGAy3d GKI
cared for and trained in the graceful arts, as welb&ing prepared in the essentials of good

OAGAT SYaKAL) 2y®#®KS LINF OGAOLE aAiARS®Q

Reconstruction

: 3 are trained for the
The  Arncliffe e s ; AT 5 - larger sphere
Girls' Home is ap- TR - ) which will claim
propriately termed them at an early
“The Nest,” and date. It is
fulfils its function full, and
as a structure in girls present a

which the young GIRLS OF "THE NEST.” splendid picture.

always

its 60

Thischarmingphoto of The NesGirls appeaed in severalSalvation Army publicationg®®
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Their 1925 tour of the Central Coast took thbspnsteam trairto Macksville anan to Kempsey by
goods train, then to Frederickton by charabance B0 girls, accompanied by female officers Captain
MclInnes pianist Captain Smifland¥ A y Rt & | yHEhsigh WM&chlgS wolldave found this
mode of transporiquite exciting although perhaps not too comfortablen the four-kilometre

drive.®1 The charabanwas arextended lengthvehicle fitted with bench seats arranged in rows
facing forwardssuitable for around two dozen passengér¢ith poor suspension and often

travelling on rutted or dirt roads hey were not known for comfort and the journey could be noisy
and dusty. This concert waslliowed byan appearance afendall andinally Taree before the

Wy SAaGfAy3aQ KIneR&SE? T2N K2YS | yR

Theywere stillperformingin the 1930s, witrsongs, recitations, musical items, handbgslsysical
culture drillsandbiblicallythemedtableaux, such as the 198%éncert at Bexlethat finished with a
scenein which the girls appeared on stage in brown dresses reprasgfibwer bulbs. A new
character appeared, a disillusioned maid, tired of life. As the girls shed the dull costumes and
transformed into blossoms, she regained a new interest in living. Thigli#yevas a religious
allegory for the renewal that coulde experienced through repentance and salvatiéh.

The Nest Girlperformances were often described in glowing terms such as a 1932 review which
GNRGS GKFG GKS IANI A& 6SNBI WOFNARSGeTI oNRIKIGYySaax
musi€ NK&GKYAO 3INIOSz RYG2EAOFGAZ2Y 2F Y20SYSyiQo

However, @éspite the popularity of the concerts, they webecominglessfrequent, mostlyalocal
presentation of one or two itemsind often connected with fundraising for the annual S&dnial

Appeal orsinging one or two items at Sydney corps meetings, congress meetings and Salvation Army
social welfarhomes. ?%° There were no more big toursuch as had occurred in the rmidenties.

The final country tour appears to be in September 1925 when a contingent of 19 girls headed for
Glenn Innes to perform.

The Nest Girls pose in front of Dappeto, date and source unknown. They hold mandalidym,
a violin, and handbells, which were used in their concemsoto: Salvation Army Museum
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Such events require the dedication of a passionate person with exceptional organisational skills,
coupled with a supportive management and staff.

Item selection ad music preparation was time consuming. Rehearsal of the items would take a

significant amount of time over weeks or months, but this was not what occupied the bulk of the

planning. The tour organiser would need to coordinate dates and venues with re§alvalion

Army officers. Most people did not possess a phone, so communication would have been slow, with

f SGAGSNR L2aiSR 61601 YR F2NIK®d ¢KSNB ¢g2df R 6S 0A
communal meals supplied for some days. Train tkeeded to be booked in person at the Sydney

Central Station Booking Office for each sector of the trip. The organiser would write advertisements

and place them with local newspapers and Salvation Army newsletters. Organising tours required
dedication, ime and expertise.

Presumably there was a change of personnel, and the people who had spearheaded the tours were
engaged in other work or had moved on. Salvation Army postings tended to be fairly short in the

early days;-generally a brief 42 months. Dung the 1940§1970s it remained normal for officer

postings to change every two to four years. In the words of Commissioner Condon in 2014, this was
QoSOldzasS GKS& gSNB GASggSR I a SOFy3aStarada N GKSNI
programs such as The Nest Girls choir rather diffitwivever the children continued performing

smallerd OF £ S AdSYa f20Ff fiR19efU At (GKS K2YSQa Of 23adz2NB

Despite thischange in focusthere were often moments of great excitement as they wiendted to

play at large Salvation Army gatherings such as the Easter evangelistic meetings held in Prince Alfred
Park in 1949There would have been much chatter and anticipation as the Nest girls set off in the

train for Central Station and the adjacepdrk, with its luxuriant canopy of fig treesvhere a huge

tent had beererectedfor a youth outreach program which attracted huge crowds. Hymn singing,

brass solos, gymnastic displays, choral items,randingtunes played by the masseétung

t S 2 LBarfdl<) stirred the emotions of the attendees. At last the time came for their items, a short
recitation and a beautiful rendition dhe songd WS & dza  Ré&wBich ware dgplavded

appreciatively by the audiencé&’

The Nest Girls again played the tentEasterl953. The Blood and Fire flag waived above the Prince
Alfred Park tent which held,100 people. Thenassiveevent saw prayer meetings, sermons, a
musical festival featuringevenbrass bands anthree songster brigades, congregational singing and
on Easter Saturday a special youth evening wHaeeNest Grls sang. As usual the night was a mix
of flashytimbrel displays, band numbers, rhythmic physical cultangtines, songster brigades,
instrumental and vocal solos and short dramatic scemidis a spiritual messag#?
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Avisit from the General

In January 1935, Matron Major Alma Baker was reassigm8doth House, home for elderly

women, while AdjutanDulcieM. Rae was appointeds Matron ofThe Nest?*° Bexley Citadel

welcomed the new Matvn at the Holiness Meeting ca FebruarySunday morningwhere te

Bexley Boys and Nestlingsthusiasticallsangl Yy S¢ a2y 3 G¢KS 22NI R F2NJ D21
the congregation?°

Most matrons were appointed for short terms, sometimesbaef as 612 months, but Major Baker

had been a major influence at the home, ineceptionallylong five year posting. She saw the
LRGSYGAlrt Ay SFEOK 3IANI GKFG LI aaSR 0KNRdzZZK GKS R
G2NB O FAswAkNE XKSdal 22NRa flFad FLIWRAYGYSYyd o0STF2NB
afteranenergetio H & SFN&E 2F ASNIAOS Fa Iy hFTFAOSNIAY 22Y.
Auckland New Zealandbut spenther initial sevenyearsof appointments in Australia. Alth@h she

Y2aiagfte 62N] SR Ay OKAf RNBtiemjorpenyaerm at Kdelaidey R dza G NR I §
Maternity Home, before returning to & Zealandto work in childre® homes in Dunedin and

Wellington. As Matron of Dunedin Industrial Home, she was oftdled upon to accompany girls to

court and operated as their probation officét

In contrast to the lengthy appointment of Matron Baker to The Nest, neither Dulcie Rae nor her
4dz00Saaz2Na alLlSyd t2y3 i GKS OKAf teNfataharinKk2YSo al
January 193#72followed swiftly by Adjutant Cocking, from The Fold, in February that same4ear,

while Matron Lawrence took over briefly before she was moved on to become Matron of Bethesda

Mothers Hospital Marrickville in June 1937 Adjutant Florence Arundell was temporarily placed in

charge of the Nest, until officially appointed Matron in Sepher 193727°

Matron Baker would probably have been disappointed to miss the excitement ofekidew
monthsfollowing her departure} & ¢ KS bSaiQd po OKAfRNBY>X NIy3aAy3
prepared for their most prestigious visitor yiet 193%. 26

They were excited to learn that General Evangeline BaB51950) seventh child of founder
William Booth andvorld leader of the Salvation Army, would be visiting the Nest in ApfiThis
was her first overseas campaign siteeng appointed irMarch 1934 General Booth would spend
44 days in Australia before heading for the New Zealand leg of herSbeiwould be visiting the
capital cities for their annual congress meetifgsThe Methodist newspaper described hes, a

Wi K difteldivbrganas evangelist, of distinctive, intellectual, and emotional quality, and
as orator, ad leader of one of the greatest religious, moral, and social forces of modern
0AYZadQ

Arriving inFremantleby ship on thel2" March 1935, she was greeted by a tumultuous crowd.
Salvationists were excited to take up a once in a lifetime opportunitpeettheir General. The
general publiexperiencedhe added intrigue ofeeinga woman leadingrainternationalchurch
movement.
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She spent a week Perthbefore proceeding tdelbourne via Kalgoorlie?®° The schedule was

arduous) YR GKS G(GK2dAKGFdz 2NHIYA&aSNE Kthéduledt I yySR |
historic Winderradeen sheegnd cattlestation nearCollector, locted off the Federal Highway

between Goulburn and Canberrdhe General was accommodated in graciousold whitewashed

building built in 1837with its verandah andraditional greerwindow shuttersprovidingprivacy,

shadeand ventilation She was abl& indulge in her favourite pastime of horseling and enjoy the

simple pleasures of exploring the Australian landsc&fé®?

The Wellington Times report the visit dbeneralEvangeline Booth to
Winderradeen 193583

Now fully recharged, General Boatlas driven to the statiora few
hours laterpassnganonymously througisydn@& Qa / Sy G NI f { G @
where sheboarded a steam traifor Brisbane?848

Followinga series ofmeetings in the Queensland capital, she cauwmght
train south On her official arrival in Sydnethe Generahlightedat
Central Station on April 16 to the cheers of thousands gathered to
catch a glimpse of the powerful woman who commanded a worldwide
church.As she emerged from the platforooncoursethe people

broke outspontaneouslynto singing daymn, in ajoyousscene never before witnessed by the
railways. At the civic reception hosted by the Lord Magto®ydney Town Hall, the cheering crowds
were jostling for position, so that the police wereeded for crowd controP&

For such an august figure, herodestchoice of accommodatiowould havesurprieed many people,

but humbleEvangeline had lived and worked in the slums of London and New York and her needs
were modestAfter meeting the crowdn the city, a car conveyed her down the Princes Highway to
Arncliffe, up the hill and through the gatesTfe NestSeventy ofhe boys from Bexley Boys Home
were gatheredat the driveway entrancepgether with 30 of the girls from Dappetallin amood of
great anticipation Three children sprang forward to attach paper streamers to the car bonnet, which
they led through the grounds to Dappeto as the other children energetically tossedititelip

coloured paper streameracross the roof of the vetle.

Alighting from thecar, and ascendinghe steps to the porchshe was greeted by MatrdRae Mgjor

Watkins and Commandant Baskamd presented with a bouquet of flowers and a fruit basket by a

02& YR 3IANI NBLINBaSy A gentle ieflySvasiedcBuragiigofthR )obng Qa K2 Y
people

G¢KFEyYy1 @2dz 5@ &g tal happzd Kake lived longer than you dear girls and
boys, and my heart has grown bigger and bigger. | am comingetposeboys and girls, and
when | comel'm goirg to bring you something you likesomething sweet."

The children sang a song of welcome, after which there was one more quirky presentation to be
madect {1 Fy3FNR2 gAGK | NAOoO2Y GASR | NRdz/ R Adé y' S
tothewee SALI VPG KS DSYSNIf 61 & Adz2NLINAASRI aKS RARYQ
crowd that she would try to take it back with her to Englat¥d.

01
!

Theunrelenting schedule pushed on. Commuting frdhe Nest at Arncliffe, she addressed 600
officersfrom around New South Wales tiiree sessions of th8ydneyCongress meetinga the
Elizabeth Street Congress Hall on th& April. 288
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. General Evangeline Booth greets Rockdale
Band from the balcony of Dappeto 193Bhoto:

Salvation ArmyMuseum

| When the General appeared at the Sydney

¢c26y 1 FEf F2NI I, 2dzy3 t S2L
= War Cry declared¥riumphant The General
| receives an overwhelming welcome from
Sydney Young Peo@d he enthusiastic
children were describéd as tadiantly happy
boys and girl@A tremendous roar arose from
the crowd when the General walked down the
aisle. A sea of colour was created in red, yellow

. S o and blue as Salvation Army flags were

GAI2NRdzat @ 61 OSR Ay (K S throagNIhe resgnant abdthriSr, al@obt G/ 2 2 S S
drowning out the call of the live kookaburra laughing into the microphone on stage. Young people
from throughout the Sydney region presented edifying songs, tallead physical culture displays.
The popular Nedthgs were naturally invited to present a piece, along with the Fold and Bexley Boys.
They chose a graceful physical culture exercise with rods, the Fold presented biblical tableaux and
Bexley Boys created an exciting human pyramid as part of their gyrosassplay®®

ERRRER]

General Booth went on to address a raft of public and private meetings, including a luncheon
meeting held at the Blaxland Galleries of Farmers department store in George Street Sydney, for the
wealthy businessmen of the Millions Cld#.2° It was a whirlwind tour, finishing on April 24when

she departedor New Zealandby ship Evangeline Boothad beenimpressed with the dedication

and service of Australian Salvationists, and they were most impressed Bher.

General Evangeline Booth was not the only Salvation Army leader to visit Arncliffe Girls Home. Two
decades later, ifMarch andApril 1956, Generand MrsWilfred Kitching General from 1954.963)
conducted 638ellout{ongress Meetings in five capital cities, attracting huge crowds and resulting
in 750 (or possibly,000 as the same edition of the War Cry quotes both figures) men and women
throughout the country coming to the altar (Mercy Seat) to dedicate their lig€sod.

The General and his witathleenwere no strangers to Australia, having served as General
Secretary in Melbourne for 14 months in 1948.2°3 This visit did not excite as much general press
interest as when Evangeline Boatisited butwas stillof importance to Australian Salvationist&!

After preaching at the Sydney Congress from Apr249the coupleweredelayed in their departure

to London via thé.loyd Triestino cruisghipM.V.Neptunia. This afforded thermn unexpected

opportunitytoMM 3 A i ¢ KS bSado {FGdNRIFIeQa OAairldl O02YYSyOSR
and Mrs Edgar S. Grinsted, former Matron Olive Allitt, who was now a Brigadier and Territorial
22YSyQa {20Alt { BtDe\Briert Maran SénprACapiakh Fldkendéisianley

YR GKS adFFFod ¢KS DSYSNIfQa aLISSOK (1SLIW GKS nn
announced their intention of leaving, the girls begged them to stay a little longer, which they*did.

Salvation Army officers never stayed longie place during the early days, frequently being

assigned to new corps and new roles. It seemed that the staff of Arncliffe Girls Home were in an
everrevolving door, Florence Winstanley was appointed as Matron in February WibRearl

French as heregond Officer?*® Pearl later became Matron at Canowindra Girls Hafégain
there was a swift change of staff as Matron Winstanley moved to Toowoomba Girls Home after a
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brief 2 ¥ year appointment in the St George area, and Senior Captain Constancetddiriey the
role at The Nest®®

However, the girls also enjoyed the visits of many Haylel Salvation Army officers over the years. A
succession of Commissioners regularly preached during Sunday meetings at the home, visited on
Christmas Day (usuallg@ompanied by Santa and a sack full of gifts), and were guests of honour at
the annual fundraising fete Accounts of these visits indicate that the children thoroughly enjoyed
meeting the visitors and hearing their sermons. Likewise, the officers weayalimpressed by the
children. Commissioner Joshua James desdtifieimpressions of the Arncliffe home in 1950 as
having aHomely atmosphere of affection and agreement, and the fine administration which
oversighted with law and lov&®®

Thegirls pose a during aisit
from asenior officer, Date

unknown, Photo: Macquarie
Lodge
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Wilsors RoadSchool

One of the legal requirements of an Industrial School was that the children were provided with an
education.The Salvation Armigased a portiorof their land on the corner of Wollongong Road and
Wilsors Road to the Department of Education. A telassroomweatherboard prefabricated

building was set up for the girtm the perimeter of the propertyAn officer was appointed who had
worked as a teeher for the Education Department. Later, a former pupil assisted the teacher in the
classroomCaptain Kendrick was in charge of the schodkiearly days*®

The ghoolday commenced &.30, with a brief15-minute pausefor morning teaat 10.45 am, #er
which studiesecommenedetill lunch at 12.30. There was plenty of time futh eating and play, as
afternoon classes commenced at 1.45,dimishingtwo hours later 3

Originally thewilsons Road Girls Schaalight 60 pupils from the Girls Home, but within a couple of
years it was taking male and female students from the surrounding aseanrolments at nearby
Arncliffe Public School were overwhelming that institution.

The Arncliffe Progress Associationswhrilled to receive a positive response from the Minister for
Education, Hon. D.H. Drummond, in December 1934, when they requested a new infants
department for boys be set up in the grounds. The minister promised action as soon as funds
became available®2 Drummond was as good as his word, and the new classramehstudents
were added the following yea#??

The little school burgeoned and was bursting at the seams with 170 students by 1937, necessitating
the provision of several more buildings to house them, busiting the school was deferred until
World War 2 was ovef®

By the end of the war in 1948 thewere 125 students attending WilssRoad Public School. It was

decided that the Education Department should buy the nearby site on the corner of Wollongong

w2FR YR 52¢ftAy3a {GNBSGE 1y2¢6y a W (KStadlySzQ
commenced construction and opened Athelstane in 19%0Although the Dappeto campus later

closed, Athelstane Public Schatill exists

“THE KEST™ GIALE AT Scqoa.—
Wiew of e schonlrocm ab Thw Atng
Home Tar picli o Amoll®e, Bydey,
{Below) AN OPEN-AIR MEETIHE 1y
KOREA. —Such gatherings newr hil &

Wilsons Road School in 1933hoto: War Cry%®

6



A key figure in the Wils@Road school was Senior Major Elsie Andiew; WI f SNI | YR o6dz2 @ |
womang K2 RS@20GSR Y2ad 2F KSNJ oy &SFENAR a3 {FftadFi?
Born in Cassilis NSW, a tiny village lying betwderriwa and Dunedop351 km northwest from

SydneyElsie was converted to ChristianityrearbyMudgee. A quirk of fate, or as some would say,

the hand of God, saw the young teacher humiliated one day in church when pranksters filled her

bible bag with lollies. Feeling quite embarrassed at th@aamt practical joke, she declared that she

would change churches and join the Salvation Army.

The Army had a reputation as being outrageous in their approach to religion. Her siblings dubbed

them, $hose terrible peopl€éand were quite shocked at her taslecision, but it was to prove to be

GKS OFrdlrfead F2NI FAYRAYI KSNIEATSQa 92N @ az2g@dAy3
teaching first at Bexley Boys Home, then following Officer Training College, she spent several years

as an OfficefTeacher at Camberwell Girls Home, The Fold and The Nest in Arncliffe, where she

remained for 8 years.

Her influence athe smallArncliffeschoolwas profoundThe quality of the education was excellent.

In an era wherthe school leaving age was 14, andst children only completed basic schooling,
Major Andrew promoted Secondary School education for girls. The first groupMNdsitgirls to

study at secondary education level passed with flying colours, impressing everyone by topping the
inspectoral distet. Girls graduating from the school would regularly progress to Domestic Science
Schools or even High Scho#s.

After an impressive career in Army youth work, Elsie retired to her home in Gymea inrf®955.

Senior Major Elsie Andrew*

Major Elsie Andrewphoto: War Cry*1°
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Legslation changes

The Salvation Army saw #scial welfarchomes as a ministry to vulnerable and neglected families,

with the aim of raising them out of poverty and despair and into the light of Chri&@spel

teachingsIn contrast, government poliocyiewedthe LJdzN1.J2 8 S 2 ¥ OKdomdhmBy Qad K2 Y S
quite different; as institutions which controlled problem children.

The New South Wales Government introduced the Child Welfare Act $8@8rseding the

Industrial Schools Act 1886henewf SIA &t I GA2y O2FSNBR OKAf RNBY gK?2
O2yRAGAZ2Ya a AYRAOFGS GKIG GKS OKAfR Aaadd t I LJAA Y 3
the definition of a neglectedr uncontrollablechild was modifiedind expanded

Unlike thelndustrial Schools legislation of the previous century, it now includetk than justhe
homeless, beggarassociates of thieveshildren of prostitutes othosefound living in a brothel or
in an opium denThe new actvidened its definitions tanclude children under 18 years oldho
were ilHreated, and those whose parents weresane, incompetent, destitute, in jadrunkards,or
not providing their offspring with sufficient and proper food, nursing, clothing, medical aid or
lodging. 3!

Industrial schools were to be retained, and temporary shelters or special needs heeres
SadGFof A&KSR dzy RS NThdsk mes Eayirlg foricBilbiEnzund€r 2hy agéld seven,
now had to be licensed and inspected every three monBreviously, homesere annually
inspected.

The act dealtfar more comprehensively than previouslith the problems of uncontrollable
children, institutional homes, adoption, maintenance of childra@nd underage criminals. The most
notable aspect of the legislation isdt it fails to see a distinction between neglect and criminality.
The actreats neglected children and juvenile delinquents in the same way, tarring them with the
same brustand committing them to the same institutiorzs Wards of the State

New Souh Waleslegislation changedgain when the Child Welfare Adt939supersededhe Child
Welfare Act 1923, its 1924 Amendment, and the Government Relief Administration Act 1930

TheChild Welfare Act 1938ttempted to reduce the incidence of abuseimstitutional homes by
dictating the categories of behaviour that warranted punishment, placing restrictions on the type
and severity of punishmenia section Xb6.

Children could be punished fdisobedierte, profanity, threatening behaviouassault theft,

idleness or irreverence. Punishments includiesk of privileges, modification of didteing assigned
fatigue duty or undertaking physical exercises. Corporeal punishment was limited to three strokes o
each hand.

What would today be considered the most controvergiahishmentwasbeing locked in a room
SdzLIKSYA&AUAOlItft&8 RSAONAOSR a WAaaztl SR RSOSyaAzy
LJdzN1 32 far & inited period of 248 hours depenihg on their age, which was a distinct

improvement on the previous 14 daglitary confinementnflicted on childrenin the early years of

the century.This punishment was only to be used in exceptional circumstances and the conditions of
confinement wereclearly describedn practice however, many homes flouted these rules and

punishments could be punitive and excessive.

¢KS NBlFaz2zya fS3aiaft !l S RstitfitdriNémaigedmode oriesshe sangasin OKA £ RN
previous legislation, butow addel truancy to the listn section XIV 72 (6}2
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As in previousegulations the act lumped together uncontrollable children and juvenile offenders
with neglected children, and comprehensively cadthe treatment of juvenile offenders, showing

a continuedoverlap or blurring of distinctions for the reasons to be committed to a home as a Ward
of the State.

Whereas previously only those caring for youngsters under the age of seven needed to register with
the authorities, now all homes had to apply to the hiter for a license and were to be inspected
every three months. There was no longer a refereimcthe actto the concept ofindustrialSchools.

The Arncliffe Industrial Girls Home at Dappeto, knaffectionallyas The Nest, had changed its

officialname toTheNest/ K A f R NJB ii ©980. It i®uvicear whether this was due to poticy

legalchangesk NB O NI yRAYy 3 G2 NBFESOG GKS { It @FiA2y | N¥e&
need or simply an acknowledgent of its colloquial name

It was renamed the Arncliffe Girls Home, in 1941, which remained its title until its closure in 1969
although again, the residents had never referred to themselves as other than The NedMaildst

is not clear why thisecondname change occurred, presumgihen they had to licence the school
under the new legislationthe Salvation Armghanged the name to reflect that it was no longer an
Industrial School but a home for neglected childrBrespite the official name chge, it was still
frequently referred toas the Nest Girls Honté3
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World War 2

TheSecond WorldWaK | R | A S@SNB A YLI O .lghgs beeh estmat€dkhattak NSy Q a
many as 50% of children whose fathers served in the armed forces were jacacin the post

war period. This could be due to either the death or injury of their parents, or-@stmatic stress

disorder which rendered the parents incapable of caring for their childten.

During the war,tialso forced the relocation of son@hildren to inland centres for reasons of safety.
Not all children in homes were orphans. Moving the children would have separated them from
family members, but for all the affected Wards of the State, it must have been disorienting and
disturbing as theyvere removed from familiar surroundings to a rural setting.

During theconflict577 children were evacuated to Australia from overseas, howekierwar in
Europe was far awai}’ As Australian citizens read newspaper reports about the evacuation of
children from the key British cities to the countrysidend some evacuees arrived in Austratiey
little realised that soon they would be discussing the pros and cons of thefmstieir own
children

The idea of evacuation wésought to the foreearlyin 1941at the Gunnedah Agricultural

Conference, when it was noted that pastoralists had been asked by the National Emergency Service
(NES) to identify local homes with room for potential city evacuees. It was felt that although people
GSNBE gAffAyBSAIRSEG aRMAR sy MK 2%dzt £ @ dzy RSNARGFYR GKS
L2aarofe FTNAIKIGSYSRQ OKAf RNBy®

Australig and the rest of the worlgwas shocked by the Pearl Harbour bombings of 7 December

1941 and the subsequent entry of Japan into the Wdithin a week of Pearl Harbour, many Sydney
residents were talking of a move to the country, The railways reported exceptional numbers of

people prchasing tickets to the Blue Mountains, Goulburn, Wag&mgaand other country areas,

while real estate agents noted a significant demand for properties to buy or rent in Katodthba.

The dangers to the Australian mainland wéuether drivenhome dter raids by the Japanese air
forceon Darwin 19 February 1942yhich killed235 people and injured another 20300.People
assumed incorrectly that Japan intended to invade Austaalidthe government began to
contemplate following the British example efacuatnglarge numbers o€hildren to a secure
location Asthe bombingscontinued acros®arwin, Townsville, Katherine, Wyndham, Derby,
Broome and Port Hedlanahtil November 1943evacuation preparations took on a new urgenty.

There was some debates @ whether the children should be evacuated immediately, or delay until
localair raids occurredAfter all, the strategic targets of Sydney, and the industrial port cities
Newcastle and Port Kembla, had not yet been subjetioimbing It was felt by tle majority that

they should plan immediately f@avacuationbut delay implementation until danger loomed
imminently.31°

Many country towns and cities in the Hunter, Riverina and Central West regions supported the
concept and offered assistance to locatétable accommodation. Several local councils and NES
committees took it upon themselves to prepare plans, even though they had not yet received clear
communication on the subject from the state government. In December 1941 Katoomba ambitiously
announcedticould easily take 50,00¢hildren, Singleton 200, Temora 1,500, Wagga Wagga 500,
Scone 150. Albury claimed it had completed plans including education and accommodation for 3,000
evacuee children. It was reported that more than 30,000 evacuees wowsdiieo the Riverina,

23,000 to the North and Central Slopes and 30,000 to the Upper Hunter Valley.
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It was proposed that the children would be placed in private homes, empty houses, hotels, boarding
houses, and there was even some suggestion of emergarogymanodation in fruit packing sheds

and shearing sheds. The Minister for National Emergency Se(ME&)Mr Heffron, claimed,

Wl dzy RNBERA 2F K2dzaSa Ay O2dzy i NE inRhe arinyNaRdQhe drift NS S YL
2F 62N]JSNRE (2 (GKS®A0e FT2N YdzyyAlGA2y 62N] ©Q

That same monththe NSW Teachers Federation asked the government to support the evacuation of
school groups from areas most at risk. They were of the opinion that evacuating fandirduially
would result in chaos, and that there needed to be a coordinated plan to evacuate all school and
pre-school childrenTheyurged such a plan should be organised within a fortnight.

Amazingly, although governments generally move much slowaer thia, preliminary plans were
announced within a couple of weeks, but not to the satisfaction of the educationalists. The Teachers
Federation was annoyed that the governmeajectedtheir advice to moveeachers pupils and

schoolto the countryside as wholisticunit. 32

In January 1942 NSW State Cabar@tounceda plan to evacuate city children to the country.
However this was not &omprehensiveevacuation. ey intended to oblige parents to arrange for
their children to board with country relatds. Those without rural relatives would presumably be left
to their own devices. ihister Heffron announced thahe governmentwould subsidise concession
travel fares for those travelling inland, and free travel for those in dire need. lavedart, butit was
not the universal evacuation modgroposed by the teacherg??3

Parents ancathildren in Newcastle, Sydney and Port Kembla were asseritbfgdliminary meetings
at selectedschools on 23 January 19482 prepare for potential evacuatioof someof their

students It was estimated that only@®%s of parents initially registered their children, but this seems
an optimistic figure®?*By the 3@' Januaryonly 150 parents had applied for the scheni®.

In March,ninety-six Newcastle volunteer women were recruited to escort the children to country
destinations. They would travel by steam train and supervise children aged 4 to 12 years old,
delivering them to their rural relatives if the parents were unable to do*¥dParents had to pay for
the train ticket, but the escort service would be fré€.

In this climate ofslight hysteriaand fear of invasiont is not surprising that the Salvation Army felt a
pressing need to transfer their childréemporarilyto a sde place in the countrysidd.he Army was
in a unique position regarding evacuation, becatlsechildren in their carelid not needto have
parents in the countrysidas a prerequisite for evacuatipand supporters donated properties or
made them availale at heavily discounted rate®?

¢CKS 9FadSNYy ¢SNNAG2NE O2YYFIYyR gla&a YIFI{Ay3a LXIya 7
homes in Sydney and Brisbane. Chief Secretary Colonel Grattin announced in March 1942 that the
Army had secured properties Tfoowoomba, Kalbar and Canowindra.

Mrs Alford, be owner of the Toowoomba propertgonated the land to the Army for the care of

children evacuated from their Yeronga honvehich was now under the care of former Nest Matron
(1937-1941) AdjutanFlorence Arundél®?°3°|In memory2 ¥ (i K S father,\it 3¥dsId de named

the James Horton Memorial Home for Girls. It boasted flower and vegetable gardens, and Mrs Alford
had thoughtfully planted additional vegetables to ensure a good supply for tlsevgio would

shortly be moving there. The boys from Indooroopilly were evacuated to a property in Kalbar,
donated by owner Mrs Weinholt for the duration of the wit.

51



ANew South Waleproperty at31 Blatchford StregtCanowindrawas sold to the Army atn

extremely favourableate, forusel & | OK A ffét BMBoyie@sit wés 20Y9&nder the
supervision of Sister Cready and Matron Mdj@zieClulow, who transferred from Grenfell Corps
The Matron wasssisted by a tearof officers;Captains Isobel Olsen, Miriam Lawrence, Zena Exton,
Jean Geddes, and Adjutants S. Hemming and Corridkter in the year Captain F. McLaren from
the Stanmore Fold*and Captain Lillian Sanders were also transferred to Canowiadd#** not

long afterwards, Jean Geddes was promoted to Maaperseding Major Clulow &8atron of
Canowindra®?®

Meanwhile it was intended to use The Nest and The Fold as annexes to the Dulwich Hill and
Burwood Eventide homes fane elderly.33¢

Thirty girls fromthe Arncliffe Nest were consequently transferred to Canowindra Girls Home in late
March 1942, along witl4 childrenfrom The Fold at Marrickvillendtwo boys and a gifrom
Bethesda Hospitaf*’ Perhaps the girls were excited at the opportunity to travel to a part of the
country they had never visited before. The Nesties of the 1920s had travelled to country areas far
and wide for concerts, but the current batch of girls had only sung aroundytthee$ area for the

last few years. Or perhaps they were unsettled and fearful as they entered the unkbeiag,

shuffled around the country whether they wanted to go or neith little consideration that those

who were not orphans were now completely septed from their parents by a distance of over
300km.

The trip was exhausting; catching the steam tiaom Arncliffeto Sydney Central, walking to the

country platforms to connect with the train heading west, and then transferiirgy G KS QW¢ Ay | | N.
rail-motor at Cowrafor the last 28knon the Eugowra branch lindinallyarriving wearilyat the

skillionrroofed, mustardyellowweatherboardCanowindraailway stationafter a full day of

travelling.

Thegirls and their carergaversed the dusty streetttheir new home, built in 1920 by Andrew

Purcell, who originally named the house Lucerne, after his most profitable ThegpSalvation Army
renamed it Lyndon House after Australian Salvation Army General George Lyndon Carpenter, who
had opened the Canowilra Corps hall 12 years previously, when he was simply a Colonel and Chief
Secretary for Eastern Australig®

Walkingthrough the large garden, they approached the building by a tiled path and surmotheed
three shallow steps owtthe wide shadywerandah As they sepped over the lintel, the children
noticed the name Lucerne set out in small black and meckhexagonal tiles in the doorway. The
singlestory house with its gabled roofind decorative finialdeatured timberpanelledinterior
walls,and elegantead light inserts above the timber doors and in the door paf#ls.

Canowindra was not officially opened urtie afternoon of7 October 1942Lieutenant

Commissioner E.J. Harewopédrformed the opening ceremonyvhich drew locatlignitaries

including the Shire President, and a crowd from the surrounding districts of Cowra and Orange.
Soldiers from Grenfell Corps also attended the event and their Brass Band played some inspiring
tunes, while The Nest Girls sang sweetly. The Cononisunveiled the foundation plaque and

prayed for the success of the new venture, before the crowd surged forward to inspect the spacious
new facilities, which were decorated with freshly cut flowdrsthe evening they held a public
evangelistigneeting. 34°

The Nest may have moved out west, but the girls were thinking of those suffering in Sydney. It had
been a custom for many years for the Nesties to sing in the wards of Newington State Hospital and
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distribute donated gifts to the patients at Christmdahey sent telegram greetings to the hospital in
1943, conveying their best wishes for the event, whilewwanen of theWollongong Home League
provided the musical program in their absenég.

The Nesties songster practice continued, in the traditiort tieed started in Arncliffe 25 years
previously. Although thewere unable to perform at their usual venues, there were still plenty of
outlets for their talents. Hopefullysinging attending schoolplaying sportand the familiar routines

of life at thenew home helped soothe the anxieties of their removal from the cifthe girls not only
excelled in singing and sports, but also in school studies at Canowindra, where they regularly came
first and second in their classé&g.

The annual fundraising fete wanother Arncliffe tradition that they continued to uphold in their

new location. It was also an opportunity to present their popular program of songs, handbell ringing

and physical culture drills to an admiring public. At the 1944 fete, NMdCarron, @putising for his

brother, the Boree Shire Council President who was preoccupied fighting bushfires on his rural

LINE LISNIiés 31 @S | aLISSOK SalLkRdzaAy3d GKSAN WFAyS SE
withdrawn from Canowindra. Whether the girlsragd with that sentiment is probablgrguable but

the comment was kindly and weatheant 343

Congress is an exciting time in Army life, wherfliamg corps members travel to the capital for

massed meetings, prayer and encouraging sermons. Although locatagvégr across the Blue

Mountains, the Nesties from Canowindra were still a part of theédeadivision, which met in

Sydney. The girlsad sung many times at Congress and they trawelled once mordo the annual

/ 2y3aINBaa YSSGAy3a G {&@RySe ¢2¢y IFitf Ay mdopnnI L
Home League Rally. The stirringgetvwas attended by many important invitatories including

keynotespeaker Lady Wakehurst, the wife of the NSW State Governor, her daughter, Commissioner
Harewood and the Lady Mayoress Mrs R.J. Bartley ekperience obroken home life that had

caused thayirlstemoval to The Nest and now Canowindra, may hell@ved them to relateclosely

G2 KSNJ YSaalaSe {KS FTRY2YAAKSR (GKS ¢2YSy (2 GCA3
are the same all the world over. Our young people have suffered. Msthave experienced
f2yStAySaa Ay GKS GNIAYyAy3I 2F GKSANI FILYAftASAT 2d

The evening befordi KS& KIFIR 6SSy I LR2LJz I NJ SyaSyoftsS a4 GKS
adding a gymnastics display of vaulting aydamid building to their repertoire, surely a challenge

to Bexley Boys Home who amazed everyone with their famous pyramid display, but were generous

in their cheers for the girls. As usual the program was varied with youth groups from around the

state offaing a mixture of marching, brass band numbers, biblical tableaux, a 500 strong Singing
Company and the flashing ribbons of complex timbrel dispidys.

The war had been lingering far longer than anyone expected. The initial panic at the thought of a

Japanse invasion had subsided, as it was clear that such an event was unlikely. The Germans would

not surrender untiB May 1945, and the Japanese until 2 September Hagdtern Territory

Headquarters now considered it time to repatriate their young chargesy Began preparations to

return the Eventide residents to othéocationsandNB 2 LISy 51 LIS (2 | Gaptdins OK A f R NJ
Phyllis Buttriss and Joyce Nash were assigned to The Nest at Arncliffe in Januafy fblémed by

Esther Ward, now promoted from Adjutant to Major, Lieutenant Lillian Dickens who had just

graduated from training collegé?® and a new Manager, Adjutant George Woodland, in Matth

It seems that by early 1945 The Nest at Arncliffe was bmokeration, althougtihe precise date is
unknown, andt is unclear whether all the Canowindra girls were transferred back to Arncliffe, or
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whether there were new residents at Dappef® The Canowindra homeontinued operations,
closngin 19773°Theb Said ¢l & y2¢ 3ISYySNIrtfte (yz2ey Fa ! NyOf A
children were occasionally still referred to as Nesties or the Nest Girls.

The girls were reintegrated into Rockdale Corps, participating in their April Harvest Festival
celebrations.Young people brought baskets of food and groceries, to be distributed to the poor, a

YdzA A OFf LINRPAINIY SYyGSNIIFIAYSR YSYOSNAR |yR 3JdsSadax
conducted several meetings for Rockdale Cépghe following year two of the N girls proudly

wore thenavySalvation Army uniforrwith its quaint ribboned bonnetas they were sworn in as

Senior Soldiers and Corps Cadets at Rockdale €disanwhile, the girls continued to sing locally

at Bexley, at youth meetings, at Congresd & hospitals3®2 353354

It was the custom before the war for the Commissioner and other inspirational guest spéakers
pay regular visits to Dappeto. These meetings now resuified.War Cry reported in June 1945 that
the Field Secretary LieenantColorel C Duncan would accompany the British and Foreign Bible
Society Commonwealth Secretary Reverend W.H. Rainey, on visits to several social welfare
institutions including The Nest at Arncliffe on June®®The rain outside could not dampen the
enthusiasmof the girls as Reverend Rainey held a rapt audience captivevivititales of his
missionary travels througthe arid deserts o€entral Australigpreaching the Gospahd

distributing bibles tdoth the indigenous inhabitants and colourful local clwess. 35

It was a joyous occasion when at last when the girls were able to enjoy the entertainment of the

annual Nest fundraising fete in 1946, followinfj\e-yearhiatus. Matron Adjutant Lorna Curtis was

now in charge, and corps members from Rockdale and Hlesagsisted in the preparations,

manning the stalls as eager visitors swarmed throughout the gardens. Bexley Mdgonan E.

wW2ySa g Nyfte FLIINRPISR 2F GKS K2YSQa NR{®S Ay ONSBI

The traditional fete resumedstannual status, often supported by the Rockdale Brass Bdared.

F2ff 26 Ay 3 wasBeld Nda SnessiRigyiin 1947A stiff breeze caused the flags and

bunting toflutter but did not discourage the throngvho assembled for the speeches and makic

items, then strolled the numerous enticing stalls. The girls looked smart, attired in their pale green
Homelzy A F2NX¥aAZX gKAES aAy3IAy3ad GKSANI O2YLI ye azyas a
Guess was most complimentary of their vocal prowess.Jdd lnearby and sometimes heard them

LIN OGAOAY3Is aleAay3a GKIFIG Ad aKSELISR (G2 1SSLI KAY @
Curtis, as the local aldermen had recently paid a visit to inspect the home, when they were suitably
impressed by the saal work being undertaken by the staff®

Now that the war was well and truly over, the visits to Collaroy camp had also resumed by 1948,
providing welcome relief from the strict routines of life at the horfs.

There was a change of Matron when Major ©IMlitt was appointed to the position in early

19483 Olive began as a Sergeant in the Training College before moving into active service in the
CAStRX 22YSyQa {20AFt 5SLI NI Y Ijar AllittyidRkediethelLJA G I £ & |
WAAF as a Red Shield Officer for four yeamd, wasDivisional Sectary, and Divisional Young

Peoples Secretary (North Sydney Division) befotiea dzy A y 3 ( KS LJ2Matkon.Bley 2 F | NJ
possessed nursing qualificationshioth general and obstetric nursing and a Diploma of Social

Studies from Sydney Universityhicdh would seem to be ideajualifications for the role, but again it

was ashort appointment in true Army style.
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This vast experience was excellent groundwork for her nextasle SNNRA G 2 NA £ 2 2YSy Q& {
Secretary to which she was promoteti8 March 198 @ aL O2YS (2 &SNWBS FyR (2
she declared at the appointment ceremori: The way was paved f@aptain @raHennQ a

promotionto Matron at Arncliffewith Captain L Price as Second Offié&r

Photo: War Cr);"’e?’

Senior Major Allitt
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Closure

Attitudes to institutional care of neglected, delinquent and orphaned children begahitbin the

1950s and 1960s, perhaps prompting the changes that would soon take place at Thé/hetsier

this was a concern for the welfare of children, or the goweent was more concerned with the

ddzoadl ydAalrt Ozaita 2F YIFAYyGlrAyAy3gresidnadbleN#d 5 S LI NI Y
2004 Senate Communities Affairs Reference Committee investig&éfiargotten Australians: A

report on Australians who expeneed institutional or oubf-home care as childreirddggests that;

Ussues about the cost of maintainingohanages were significant and by the rii@l70s

served as an incentive for governments to find alternatives. No real thought seems to have

gone intothe effects on children of institutional life and until the early 1960s, little attention

ga LI AR (2 OKAfRNByQa SY20A2ylf ySSRa FyR Gf
later life. Child protection services began to move from homes in the I&a8g€arly 1960s,

influenced by child development theories on the importance of maternal love and family

fAFSSY o0dzi LINAYOALI ffte& o0SOFdzaS 2F . 2gfo0&Qa M|
deprivation, emotional adjustment and mental health and childhoodl B8 Q

LY FRRAGAZ2Y (2 O2yOSNya lo62dzi OKAf RNBYyQa SYz2idAz2y
shocking submissions regarding the physical, emotional, psychological and sexual abuse of children

in care homesThere was often a great disparitytheeen the official description and reputation of a

home and the actuality for its unfortunate residents, masking the true story from the publi®eye.

number of Salvation Arm@ K A f Rowdss/@ra implicated in the report, although it offers only a

sampling of the hundreds of submissioresceived However these issues were not fully explored in

GKS AAEGASE YR 06dza$S 6l a y2i ySOSaalNAxRte& | LINRY
Ironically, for decades the government had avoided the major costsnoiing institutions, by

allowing charities and churches to carry the burden of care, but the government now baulked at the

ongoing costsln 1958, the New South Wales Association of Child Caring Agenniesenced

lobbying the NSW State Government fobsidies as most Catholic homes had been opargt
without governmentassistance®®®

The NSW 1939 Child Welfare Act was amended in 1961, not to ensure the welfare of the child, but to
address norpayment of maintenance payments by parents. In such circumstances, the Minister

could make the child a Ward of the State and the administratar &S OKAf RNBYy Qad K2YS ¢
to be the FosteParent for all intents and purposeSubsequently, the institution received subsidy

F2N) GKS OKAftRQa&a . ¥ I OSYSyd Ay GKS K2YS

Unfortunately, althougtthe subsidies were welcometthey could also be used agat a home.

There was pressure for church institutions to accept troubled Wards of the State who had fallen foul
of the law. In some instances, it was alleged the authorities had even gone so far as to threaten
removal of state subsidies if institutionsfused to take problem children who had been sent there

by the courts 3¢’

The regulations wer@amended in 1966 to limit the payment for State Wards, both to institutions

and to Foster ParentsSubsidy wouldease when th&tate Wardattained the school laving age of

16. The amendment also covertite administrationoft A OSY OAy 3 2F | fignor@K A f RNB Y
issue2 T OKAf RN®yQa 4SSt TINBO®

A shift ingovernment social welfare policiégganin the fifties with the reluctance of state
governmentstoF A y I YOS  OK Adndraiefgrenge ek ging for foster care for endangered
children, resulting irthe closure é manyinstitutions.
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This move, in both government policy and public opinion, would sdfatt The Nest, although
momentarily, life at the home continueaisnormal.

There was a smadiddition to the sitewhich may have been an indication that things might soon
change. Seventeen salbntained retirenent units were built on the eastern side of the grounds of
the Girls Home in 1964, which they named Phillip House. The site was Hoabited by young
children and aging pensioners.

The Nest celebrated its $#Qubilee Anniversary at the annual fete of 1967. It Wagor Phyllis
Tumner?a TFAYLFf RI @& Isabntabe byNsBegeEded byt MajoKThelndalEdtwistle.
Queenslander who had entered officeaining in Maryborough in 1939, Phyllis Turner would shortly

NAasS G2 GKS NIyl 2F . NAIFRASNI & ¢SNNXGeNARI 22Y
appointment as Assistant TWS%5.

As usual, it was a festive affair, withulwich Hill Bad, which hadorovided music at the hon@
opening half a century earlier, now plagagain at the Jubilee fete on a damp December Hay.

However, KS pnidK | yYYADBSNEFNE KIFIR 0SSy I OoNRST Y2YSyi
disconcerting changes togkace in the lives of the young giitsresidencahere. Commissioner

Scotney announced to a crowd of 600 attending the fete the following year, that soon the girls

would be relocated while the Army undertook major renovatiémthe retirement facilities and

constructed new aged care unif€! Architects were commissioned to creaeSenior Citizens'

Complexwithin the building and grounds of Dappefbhe new works were to cost $750,000.

Late in1968, he decision was made to finally close the Arnciffda NI Q&4 K2YS® | FGSNI K¢
holidaysearlyin January 196%he girls were moved to The Lodge at 97 Cambridge Street Stanmore,

a house once owned by Sir Henry Parkes until taken over by the Salvation Army as an industrial
home for girls, and laterconvéerSR G2 + 3IANI Qa addzRSyid K2adStod ¢KS
safefrom developmentand was about to receive a sandblasting to clean away eight decades of dirt,

but a variety of other structures around the site were already in the process of beinglidted3’2
373

The Nestlings at their new
home in The Lodge
Stanmore 1969holding a
name plate from the iron
gates, retrieved when a
truck knocked down one of
the supporting pillars by
accident.®™

i B i

i

AR
Saturday, April 19, 1969 THE WAR CRY 5
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It is unknown how many girls passed through the doors of The Nest at Arncliffe. Admission records
are unavailable to the reseaher due to privacy laws, and it is probable that they are not accurate. It
is impossible to know how many Australian children were placed in care over the last certury

only in the Salvation Army, but throughout all institutions nationdRgcords wee often incomplete

or not kept at alllt is not even known how many orphanages existed.

Added to this, here were major differences in reporting requiremeiaisd methodsetween the
States and also in various eras. Efforts by2fi@4 SenateCommunity Afairs Referenc&€ommittee

to establish some reasonable statistissggest as many as half a million children were placed & car
in the 19" and 20" centuries with a vague estimate of 200,000 in New South Watessibly 30,000
children came under theare of the Salvation Army between 195979, but other than that it is
impossibleto be more precise?’
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Home or harm?

¢CKSNBE A& 2FGSy ONRGAOAAY fS@StfSR G2RFe& Fo2dzi 2N
1934 account tells of a woan possessed with a strong desire to revisit the scenes of her youth. She

G2t R GKS aldNRByYy> aL OlFy yS@OSNI F2NRHSO (GKIFdG L o1t a
3 NJ { &ddlidgthatshe had been very happy at the horifé.

ThisiO2 NNRPO62NIF GSR o0& Iy I NYyOftATFS NBaARSyld 6K2 RSO
Nest for twenty years and not once have | heard a child cry. | have heard them laughing and singing

from the first thing in the morning, and they have always beentlbK I OKSSNJ I y*R | o6t S3

The problem for the researcher is the inherent bias of the evidence. Newspapers, and The War Cry in

LI NI A Odzf F NE f 1 dzR ¢KS bSaid IyR 20KSNJ OKAf RNByQa K
physical, emotional andpiritual needs are paramount. In contrast, Senate Committee investigations

and Royal Commissions are set up to investigate systemic problems and therefore most, if not all, of

the submissions are negative.

While offering apologies for historic abuse, themy does not agree that it was universal in its
homes. In its 2004 submission to the Senate Committee it was stated that 19 former residents
reported sexual abuse by three officers and four employees and a further-Bgsients reported
physical abusduring the period 1950 to 197978 In the 2003 ABC Four Corners program a
spokesperson stated,

w2 S 0StASPS GGKIFG GKS INBFG gNRy3a GKIG 61 & R2)
were abused while the majority of children in our care were haviegelifriching
SELINASYOSas YIF1Ay3a GKSANI NI dzYl Fff GKS Y2 NI

With a Royal Commission and so much negative press emanating today from tales of abuse at

OKAf RNByQa K2YS&a I ONRP&aa ! dzAGNI £ AL X h bul Tha Mesti SYLIG A Y
has never been mentioned in any of the government investigations. Unfortunately, nearby Bexley

. 284 12YSy gKAOK 2F0Sy akKIFINBR FOUAPGAGASE 6AGK GGK
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses titd3exual Abuse, with 9 compensation claims

made on Bexley between 1993 and 20%8and several offenders jailgdr sexual abuse in 2018

2019 381382

In contrast, here do not appear to have not been any reports of abuse at The Nest. Arncliffe is not

am2y3d GKS {If@FrGA2y ! Ny¥é OKAf RNByQaFoigattérSa YSy (A2,
Australians: A report on Australians who experienced institutional orofdnome care as childref2

383 nor of the later2014Royal Commission.

In fact the complete oposite seems to be the case. A former resident related how she loved
Dappeto, living there from age 5 to 13. She reported that the staff wenaderful, andcould offer
only the highest praise for the institution. There was absolutely no cruelty or abodethe
discipline wagirm in accordance with the standards of the dayt not harsh. She was never lonely
and always seemed to be singiagd playing in her spare tim&he girls formed a deep bond, and
many former residents from the 195@seatedan irformal associatiomvhichmet regularly for social
events for 30 or 40 years, until the group moderapaissed awagnd the activities petered oug®*
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Nursinghomeand retirement village

Macquarie Lodge

By themid-sixties the Armyplanned torepurpose Dappet@nd its adjoining building®r a
comprehensive thredier aged cardacility for 200 residentsThey commissionegrominent

architect Louis S. Robertsamh (966) to design the new facility. Roberts@atso designed
Winderradeen House fdhe elderly, Samaritan House, Gill Memorial Boys Home in Goulburn and
Dee Why aged care hom&® Architecture was in his blood, as lgisandfather Louis Robertsomas

the NSW Government Principal Assistant Architaet] his father (also named Louis Shiedson
1868-1932)wasa senior member of the architectural firm Louis S. Robertson and*%on.

TerritorialCommanderA. Bramwell Cookpened the new brick unit block for aged care facilities in

the Dappeto grounds on Saturday 14 November 1984.ieutenant-Colonel Olive Alliftformer

Matron anda retired former Social Services Secretary had returned to the field to guide the
development. Shevas present to introduce the Chief Secretary, who oversaw a comprehensive
outdoor program for the eventywhich formed part othe annual fete. Deputy Mayor Alderman Ron
Rathbone addressed the crowd of Salvationists, supporters anebfides, commenting that this

was the first privately run aged care facildits type in the Rockdale Municipal area, wthilie

Federal and State Members of Parliament also commended the sterling work of the Salvation Army.

Coming in well below initial cost estimatebet£48,530 building works were free of debt, financed
by a combination of donations and a government grant of £32,387.

No Army occasion would be complete without the strains of a brass band, robustly supplied by
Belmore corpsafter whichthe architectceremonially presented a key tme of theoccupans Mrs
Chambers, who turned the lock and entered her new hotffelThe Commissioner proceeded to
unveil the obligatory commemorative stone and it was free for all to eniteinvestigate the shiny

new facilties for themselvesThe units were a picture of modernity and convenience,ahe

resident had their own beditting room, bathroom, and kitchen with electric stove and fridge. Social
occasions were facilitated by a communal sitting room, and the residead access to a communal
laundry.

It was now planned to make Macquarie Lodge a tHieeretirement facility. Independent living

units were to be provided for those able to care for themsehggdoing their own cooking, laundry
and cleaning, while th hostelwould provide meals, cleaning and showering services for those less
able, but still mobile residents. The final tier of a{tdke nursing home providenurses and aged
care workers to look after the higher needs of the sick and frail.

The Nestchildren had been relocated early in

| . MACQUARIE LobpGE ) 1969 With the lawns no longer needed for play
“AND areas,a further 46 twostory unitswere added
JaMEs Cook Prace the following yeamon the western edgenamed
OPENED BY James Cook Plagandbuilt by K.B. Hutcherson
THE HON W C VWENTWORTH. M P Pty Ltd, together witha 67bed nursing home
O R i Sl named Macquarie Lodgecatedbehind
MR Fen s ] pappeto.it wasofficially opened by the Minister
& M A 97 ~ | for Social Services, Hon. WC. Wentworth M.&.
, May 1970.
) VEF o (2 L
. | Dedication plagque at the entrance to Dappeto.
| i o i AP bt i S

Photo: Leonie Bell
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The third stage waglanned for 36 unitend 51 singlehostelroomsin a residence built to the east of
the nursing homelt would be enhanced kg translucent roofed courtyard for outdoor activities in
all weathers, which would supplement the existing grassy croquet lawsiarithe home.

Thepale brickwork andbay

4 windows of the new wing vere

§ designed to reflect the bay windows
of Dappetoand its unique whaleoil

§ bricks Photo: Leonie Bell 2020

Architects Stephenson and Turner were anxious to harmonise the new lgsldiith the old house,
echoing Dappeto in colour, materials and the incorporation of bay windtivisdebatable whether
this harmony was effectively achievddowever, as part of this new development, it was necessary
to demolish the rear wing of the Dappeto building, in an act that today would be considered
unthinkable for a heritage listed structure. This wing formerly housed the kitchen, laundry and

& S NI hcgoindadation.

HistoricDappeto was not being utilised for accommodation, but housed communal faciit@age
roomsandadministrationoffices The renovationso the main hous®© § SNBER (2 GKS NBaAl
spiritual needs with a chapel for church sems. There was also a dining room, a small libearg,

an auditorium for entertainment sessioysocial gatherings and craft classes to keep fingers and

minds nimbleg*%°3%1

The new chapel at Macquarie Lodge was the setting for a historic occasion, wiyear@id Mrs

Breakspere became the first soldier to be swinrat Macquarie Lodge. Major Ivan Unicombe
O2yRdzOGSR GKS Y2@Ay3 OSNBY2yed ¢KS ! N¥eQa ySgSai
Corps 392

The final stage was openda October 1971by HisExcellencyhe Governor of NSW, Sir Roden

Cutler, and was dedicated by ConssionerHubert Scotney, Territorial Commander of the Salvation
Amy.

They now advertised a total accommodation for 230 Persons including: James CoqRPlace
people) Phillip Haise(20), Macquarie Lodgés1), Macquarie Lodge Nursing Horf6& persong Age
requirements reflected the retirement agegrhale residents needed to be over 60 years old, and
males over65. Married couples would be accepted if one of them met the lamgit. 393394

Statistics show that the age range of residents inrnhid-eightieswas 7197, with 80% of hostel
residents aged over 88°°The age of the independent living unit residents ranged fror®55
predominantly in the 785 group, with 43% over thage of 83

Theinitial Matron of Macquarie Lodge was Brigadier Marjorie Dind¥dollowed by Major Diplock
and Major FarquarsorVal Townsengbined thenursingstaff of Macquarie Lodge in 1974emaining
until her retirementas Matronin 1999 3%
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In the mideighties the complex was run by an Administrator and Assistant Administrator, who were
officers with nursing qualifications. Directly under them wehee Hostel Supervisor who was in

charge of the hostel nurse; Director of Nursing with 60intle and parttime nursing staff under

her care; Domestic Supervisor governing the cleaners, kitchen and laundry staff of approximately 40
personnel, and finally a®fficeAdministrator who supervised a team of office staff, a handyman to
deal with minor maingénance issues, and a groundsman. The lawns were cut by a contractor and
tradesmen called in as required to deal with more complex maintenance isSties.

Capital works programs needed to be financed by the Salvation Army without government
assistancei® however the Commonwealth Government regulated funding arrangements for
operational costs?*®! TheRetirement Villagé&dministrator was responsible for three separate
budgets. The nursing home operating cost was funded under a government scheme wheratgeside
paid approximately 33% of the costs of the $1 million annual budget (1985/86), an amount which
constituted 87.5% of their pension payments. The Commonwealth Government would approve the
budget and apply the provisions of the Nursing Homes Assistaride sigpply the remainder of the
deficit.

The Lodge, units and general administration costs weaetained under a separate budgeipt
generallysupportedby deficit funding?°? The cost of moving into a sedbntained unit was

substantially lowerinl@c G KFy (2RI & Q ioff gagnient bf 3&K@Crequirkd) K | 2y S
representing 24 times the mean weekly wage of $329 per vt€dk. comparison, 24 times the 2018
average weekly total earnings would be a mere $29,400, which would not be sufficienietoagryt
retirement village today*°“This money would be used to fund further unit construction, which was

not eligible for government funding. The residents were expected to contribute 20% of their pension
income to the weekly running costs, and the unitgldostel therefore wereffectivelyself

funding#%

The third budget related to trust fund administration of pension cheques for those unable to deal
with finances personally, and also dealt with the income from those able to pay their fortnightly or
monthly accommodation fees without assistance.

By the 1980s the press was warning that there was a severe shortage of nursing home

accommodation in SydneYillage administrator Major Norma Farquarson confirmed the need for

additional aged care facilities a@sall suburbsas she explained to the Sydney Morning Herald

reporterin 1983that on average, s received about 25 enquiries per week regarding availability of
nursinghomebeds. There was usually eé8nonth wait for a placeto openupg ¢ KS { Aeva8 @& 2 dz 3
2NRAYIINE RAAOKINHS Aa 2yS Ay | YAfftA2ysé aKS | RR
a2YS2yS (2 RAS®: ¢KA& ol a SEIFIOSNBIFIGSR o6& G(KS RS
priority in moving into the nursing home section. Theaiatton was even worse for those wanting a

place in the hostel, where people could wait several years for a vacancy and in 1986 there was a

waiting list of around 10 years for an independent unit, but special consideration was given to cases

of privation orparticular need?#°6407

At that point in time the Commonwealth Department of Health had only licenced the home for 67
beds, which were operating &tll capacity, with high demand for vacant beds as patients died or
moved. Two floors of the Lodge were @é®d to the nursing home facilities, with the upper floor of
the nursing home dedicated to high care patierit Despite these problems it would be another 36
years before the Salvation Army was able to offer additional accommodation in Arncliffe.
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Many retired Salvation Army officers lived there, ensuring a special atmosphere of spirituality and
Christian care. When selecting residerfthe Director of Nursing was guided by the Territorial
Headquarters Social Department Admissions Poléy A (G K |y finadcill Aeéds 3hd Q &
capacity to support themselves in retirement a key factét

Unlikethe majorityof today® for-profit aged care providers, the staff and administration of
Macquarie Lodgbave alwaywviewed their role as one of ministry of Christian care and
compassion, and this permeatéhe home with a notably positive atmosphete Residents in
particular felt that the home provided security and fellowship, and the comforting knowledge that
GKS8 ¢2dd R 0SS aBR2OISRER 2T AKI2 def @t W

TheSaARSY (i Q& aLJA NFcateded for, wtisSuRday ¢ S NS
chapel services, morning prayers and a-livehaplain. Their social

needs were met through provision of a library, craft classes, weekly
Home Leagueneetings, visits from local Salvation Army bands every
Sundayparties for significant events such as 90th birthdays, and of
course the annual fundaising fete which had been held more or

less continuously since 191

 MACQUARIE LODGE
CENTENAR '

FETE . ARTS & CRAFTS
SATURDAY NOVYEMBER g:h

The tradition of an annual fundaising fete continues until the
present day.This program advertised the 1985 festivities,
OStSONYGAY3 5FLIJISGi2Qa OSyuSyrlr NEO®

This approach coincided withperiod when thdederalGovernment attempted to make aged care
more patientcentric, with the intraluction of the Nursing Home Reform Act 1987, although it was

the State Government which monitored healthcare and safety stand&rti&mongst the 16,000

nursing homes in Australia, some were attempting to deinstitutionalise aged care, improve quality of
life, balance social and clinical care, and deliver residents more control over their lives. This would
eventually result in the relevelopment of aged care residential villages such as Macquarie Lodge, to
meet new expectations amongst the community?.

Meanwhile, h 1999 the paintworlof Dappetowas fading, and manager Peter Johnstone decided it
was time to repaint the building at a cost of $42,000. Naturally its heritage status dictated a quite
specific set of hues; pumpernickdlrown), dark green, d&rred, and tuskusk (a warm creamy

beige) The old house looked resplendent and the residents staged a fundraising garden party to
celebrate its new lease of lif8ut paint alone cannot provide quality care for elderly patients. Bigger
plans were afootd update the village?®

Traditional paint colours oxide
red, tusk-tusk, pumpernickeland
deep green
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