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Introduction

The Grand Paradellows the shores of Botany Bay from Kyeemagh to Sans,&kesi transport
route from the south to the cityAs they edge slowly from traffic light to traffic light, it is doubtful
whether modern commuters stuck in a traffamj pause to consider its origind/hen was it built
and what was its purpose? How has tiead andchanged since its inception?

¢ 2RI @ Qa D Ndn ifehhighlylcohbeR& with commuter and truck traffic, but this was not
always the case. While therersuch talk today of extending the F6 freeway south through the area
and discussion of thieest possible routéo remove gridlocked traffic from The Grand Paraitie

road was nobriginallyconceived as a thoroughfare.

Instead, iled to early recreationleopportunities for Sydneysiders who wanted to leave the pollution
and crowding of the iner city to swim in the pure waters of Botany Bay, stay at its resort hotel,
picnic beneath the shade of towering Norfolk Pine trees and indulge in the pleasuretofghimathe
relatively safe waters of the bay.

Much of the road was created by land spextats, as access to the new suburban land divisadns
an expandingity. These businessmeanticed prospective purchasers pyomoting the healthy
recreational facities of Brighton and Ramsgate as key benefits of homeership in the region.

This workwill seek to answer questions about the origins and development of The Grand Parade,
andrevealhow itwas instrumental in thenetamorphoss ofthe wild, sandy dune®f BrightonLe
Sandinto housing estateand leisure grounds

It will demonstrate how rekestate developers promoted the benefit§the seaside to encourage
buyers and how the leisure industry was a key factor in the development of the suburbs ar@und th
southern shores of Botany Bay.

It examiresthe contributions oftwo prominententrepreneurial businessmenfirstly, Thomas
Saywellwho was instrumental in opening up the area, investing heavitgahestate and
infrastructure,and secondly Arthur Panberton, who built a popular bathindacility which attracted
tens of thousands gbeople to engage in yeaound sea bathing.

It describes the rise and fall of selectaxtreational opportunitiealong The Grand Paradacluding
the BrightonHotel, Brighton Bathst SY 0 SNIi 2 y Qa  wvifeséving orgadsations (tHé &rand
Pines Tarist Parkandthe Roxy Restaurant

It alsodiscusseshe role of government departments upgrading andexpanding the road
infrastructure, andcouncil initiativesadjoining The Grand Paradiecluding thebuilding ofBrighton
Municipal Bathsandthe maintenanceand preservatiorof the famous Norfolk Pines in Cook Park.



Part 1
Real estate developers create a road



Early days at Ramsgate and Brighton

With such a expansive name as The Grand Parade, it is tempting to think that this broad
thoroughfare was created as part of a magnificent architectural and town planning maitiekhe
goal of opening up the bayside area of Rockdale Municipality. In fact, theeistthe exact
opposite. During the late 1800s the area was largeiyitive and untamedgonsisting osandy
dunes and swampy lan@f which a mere remnant remains Hawthorne Street Natural Area

Surveyor Sir Thomas Mitchell illustrated the area iBA,&howing a series of land grants and a
singledirt road from the dam at Cda River to Rocky Point. Access to the land grant areas would
have been on foot or on horseback through the scrub.

Left: 1850Tracing from Messrs. Darkes and Gorn&&surveys
showing the road from the dam at Cooks River to Rocky Point.
Rocky Point Road ihe only track leading to the southern end of
the bay.Photo: State Library of NSW

Below: Parish of St George map showing early land grants but
few roads.Photo: Bayside Lilary

l "PARISH OF ST GEORCE
COUNTY oF CUMBERLAND

BOTANY
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The Hurstville Propeller printed a respectiveof this era in 1944recalling the landscapef the late
19" century.lt is highly likely that the description is culled from the finsind stories of old residents
of the bayside area.

Whoroughfaes in those days were mere cart tracks. Later they viem@ed into Rocky

Point Road and West Botany Street. Another unnamed track, now Bay Street, wound down
over a hill from Rockdale, across a swamp, and petered out in the sandhills near the beach.
Soonafter another track was made from West Botany Streed anross Muddy Creek

towards the beach. It was eventually called Goode Street and afterwards rechristened Bestic
{ G NBHe (asp 3gns of civilisation on the Botany Bay side of Rockdale (towardsoB)igh

were Francis' duck farm, in Bay Street, about l-mle back from Lady Robinson's Beach;

the lonely home of a German butcher, George H. Hook, on the site of the Present Brighton
Public School; and Godfrey's place, well back on Bestic Street. Belrapsris' and
D2RTNBe Q&> o0dzi Of 2&m&pbnedrhoneszRiBilies bNBeShinze ofg S NJ



Napper and Bowmer. The area that was eventually to become BrigatSands then
comprised part of a great belt of wilderness varying from a-trélé toa mile in width, and
extending parallel with Lady Rolsion's Beach from Cook's River, right through to Doll's

Point and Sandringham. No one, as far as | can trace, excepting perhaps a few wandering

bands of blacks or an odd fisherman, lived in that hugettof virgin country. For the most

part it was inhosgable; comprising arid stretches of sandhills, a dense, blanket of scrub and

§KAO| 2FT2NBadoQ

The Municipality of West Botany was incorporated in 1871. Sometime in the 187€@sahaile
stretch of sad, known locally as Seven Mile Beaafas renamed LadRRobinsons Beach, reputedly
by land owner and Colonial Secretary, Thomas HdLi@/During their residency in NSW (1872

1879),Governor Sir Hercule Robinsand hiswife visiedthe beach| (i

| @vitatiof for afpicnic

luncheon. They enjoyed it so ol thatafterwards,Lady Robinson wouleturn frequently,to
escape the hustle and bustle of the city lyrseriding along the silvgrwhite sands.?

TheSydney Morning Heraldeclared inl883

Y ¢ ri€ Was and is a splendid stretch of hard sahdgch seven miles long, upon which a
gallop with the surf washing almost to the horse's feet, and thelseaze beating on her
face, was a pleasure which none knew better to enjoy than the Hon. Lady Roldiasiyn
Robinson's Beach is cresceasttaped, andhe smooth sandy bottom shelves gradually into
deep water without any sudden descent. The water is so clear that on a still day the
seaweed, and the fish swimming among it, can be seen at a depth of marg feet.
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{regStfQa ¢NIYgl &
the fledglingGrand Parade date 1880sMap:
Bayside Council Library.

By the 1890s there were two small settlements
near the edge of the bay. One led frabnae
{GNBSG G2 I KFEYESG Ay
suburb of Kyeemagh. The other road was Bay
Stredi > £ St RAYy3I RANBOGTE &
the end of Bay Streefhe Grand Parade
extendeda most unimposing four blocks

north. Later the Esplanadextendedsouth of

this point.Early maps show a small sedthent

at Sans Souci, but no baysidadway north of
this at all, until the Esplanade commences just
past President Ave.

During the early part of the twentieth century land developers incredgisaw the potential of te
area, blessed with beautiful sapdheaches and sparkling clear watefsaseeminglycalm Botany

Bay. That calm could be deceptiv@ver the years many storms tore up the beaches and assaulted
the coastline, but on a balmgunny day, the emerging real estate subdivisions at the eddaeof t
bay attractedhome-buyers to an pparently idyllic seaside location.
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As each subdivision grew, stretching in parallel streets west from the bay, there was not necessarily
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The various roadwaysia G KS ¢ G SNR&a SR3
Drive or The Grand Parade.

By the 1930s, the southern section of The Grand Parade ran from Sandringham Road to Emmaline
Street, at which poinit morphed into Riverside Drive froRulver to Scarborough Road. The
Esplanade continued from Bath to King, although disconnected from the adjoining Riverside Drive.
The Grand Parade resumed at Brighton from King Street to Bestic Street.

., C.19308Brighton Map
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"/Scarbbr‘ough Par |
% = T
i1 L

Map: BaysideCouncil Library.
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The Esplanade is shown at left and rightthis
map, interspersed with a disconnected Riverside

Ll , ‘ r? Drive, and also the disinted portion of the
R, RN & Esplanade north of President Avendéis is
iy L | A \ :Eq clearly not yet a gateway to éhRocky Point punt
S \ , itz and southern Sydney.
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Rockdale Council received approval from the Minister for Local Government on 9 July 1934, to
rename The Esplanade (also known as Cook Road) between Sandringham Street at Dolls Point and
Ramsgate Avenue. The whalwroughfare fromDolls Point to Bestic Street in BrightbmSands

was now officiallydesignatedThe Grand Parade. The road was no longer a discontinuous series of
streets but a major thoroughfare leading south along the bay.

Naturally this had requirmd substantial roadworks to be undertaken prior to uniting the various
sections of roadway. Originally it had been decided to consffaetGrand Paradtor two blocks
fromt SYO SNI 2y Qa . I (i Kida sbutherlwdiratoiblSéan8ringha@RRad, btite
decision was made to extend construction as far as Russell Avenue, increasing the projected
expenditure fromg989/17/- to a massivéEl,429/6/-. Initially it was inteded to fund the project
from a loan, and council now had to find the extra money fiscarborough Wad a | y y dzI
allocation®

The development of the Brighton area from outer Sydney wildernessasidesuburbia was not
only the realm of property developeend land speculators. It was spearheaded by entrepreneurs
who created innovative reeational facilities such as bathing pavilions &odels andnvested in
transport infrastructure to entic@rospectivepatrons totravel tothe seaside. The first of thesvas
Thomas Saywell in the late 19th centufgllowed by Arthur Pemberton in the920s

Rockdale Council, which was famed for its progressive healtihemneation policiesbuilt additional
publicly owned sporting facilitielong The Grand Paradegth for the benefit if its residents and to
attract the domesticSydneytourist market

RAT



Thomas Saywaltivests in Brighton

Thomas Saywell was chiefly responsible for opening up Lady Robinsons Beach by lobbying Rockdale
Council to extend roads from Rockdatethe beach Hesubsequently creatd tourism infrastructure
along the fledgling GrahParade.

Thomas was born in Radford, Nottinghamshire in 1837. His father George anthatiegr Isabella

migrated to Australiavith their eight childrendeparting Plymouth 16 June 1848 on the 668

0 NJj dz§ WiwHeh VHorRadeNds DE 11 years oOlthey were in good company, being well

acquainted with many of the other families on board. In common with the majority of the children
fromthesefamili@ = (G KS GKNBS e2dzy3Said {legStf OKAfRNBY ¢
was a lace makeAfter a period of economic and social unrest in England, many lace makers from
Nottinghamshire had moved to France in search of wivdm 1816 8

The 1848 French Revolution brought the downfall ahé Louis Philippe arttie ascension of

Napoleon Il tgpower, and now the lacenakers moved again to escape the turmoil. With the
RSalGAGdzGS 9y3ItAaK 2N SNBRQ al OAyY AdforthdpOfeleR Ay CNXB
fund was set up and the Emigration Commissioners chartered three ships teycthevdistressed

lacemakers to Australi The English refugees on the Agincourt numbered 264; an entire ship full

oflaceY {1 SNE Q T I YA i En§land, Bhdiny the/l YR dyaNtd a new life in

Australia, arriving 6 October 1848 Half were subsequently sent to Bathurst, with the other half,
AyOfdzZRAY3I ¢K2YFaQ FlLYAfer EKALWLWSR (G2 alAldflryR F2

The migrants could not pursue tlidormer trade in the colonies, but their skills and dedicated work

ethos brought successtomany.ZIY I 8 Q LI NByGa 6SNB AyAGALFffe& SYLX 2
their son briefly gained work with a tobacconist. In 1854 Thomas moved to the goldfields hike

uncle Jasper worked as a cook at a pub in Bathurst. The entrepreneurial young man operated a

lending library for the miners. Looking to the future, he asked for payment in gold. No doubt this

was the basis of the capital finance he later requiregdebup in business, initially in tobacco

manufacture,and later investing in iming. 13

Thomas becama highly successful businessman with diverse and extensive interests in coal,
copper, tobacco, finance, building bricks, machinery manufacture and &alegure, wine,
transport and real estate'

Thomas Saywelbhoto: Bayside Council Library

He bega astutely investing in property, initially at Macquarie Fields, then
Redfern, Beaconsfield estate in Alexandria, and Queens Park Estate in St
Leonards. Heecame a director of the Haymarket Permanent Land, Building
and Investment Company Limited in 1886 ich invested across the city
including the Rockdale and Sans Souci aréas.

In 1886 the government foresightedly resumed a narrow strip of land alothg RabinsoaBeach

for the purpose of creating Cook Park. The -B@%e property extended from the Cks River to Sans
Souci, although its area was eroded over time by the action of the waters of the Bay and humerous
storms. ThomaSaywell saw the great pemtial of the Brighton area, with its clear waters, sandy
beaches, unpolluted fresh air and plentylahd ripe for development. Héewedthe area as the

ideal location for an upmarket hotel and bathing pavilion in the grand European Istydapport of

this vision, le was willing and able to invest a substantial amount of money in creating a resort.



Although there was no transpoevailableto bring tourists into the area, Saywell was an
entrepreneur prepared to lobby the authorities to build new roads grant him permission to build
the transport links necessary to realise his dredm.

Saywell purchsed extensive land in the region. In 188283 he purchased 3 lots of land at Lady
Robinsos. S OK® { I &@¢SftfQa | 3Syld ¢ o 8§3dgetdapadbered YI RS |
from Rocky Point Road to the beach. Today this is Bestic St.

The HurstvillePropeller reported in 1944;

r

WLY GKS SIFENIeée SAIKIGASa {repgStft o02dzaKG | 62dzi
sandhills, facing the beach, extendingrfr@ay Street to Bestic Street. It has been written

that he paid £10 an acre for it, and that in twelmonths he sold it all for £25 an acre to a

building society. Later he bought back half of the area at £37/4€f acre, conditionally

that he erected dotel. Much land other than that was also acquired by Saywell nearby,

some acres being on the soutlis of Bay Street; where he laid out the popular "Shady

Nook" park. On the northern side the frontage to his land ran from what is now Francis
Avenuedowri 2 G KSY6SI OK®Q

New Brighton Estate 1886hoto: State Library of NSW

The New Brighton Estate pes of 1886 shows the recent
development from Bay Street north to McRae Street. Cook Park

eref%m r [*' stretches the length of the bay, but The Grand Parade consists of a
UNLLs i R0 B : . .

,,, BAR “/J ot mere five blocks. Saywell was a major shareholder of The Metropolitan
Hattowogs Butions AV Unsubagejded Portiog

.
> N

J J'{ E Permanent Building and Inversent Association which auctioned the
woos T4 .| land, and Thomas Sellwood Huntley was the principal. Saywell was
i3 S| also adirector of the Sydney Investment Land and Finance Co. which
~

was incorporated in 26 May 1886.The NSW Government Gdizee
Al | records that he purchasl an additional four acres of land in Bay
9 E Street in 1890, adjoining the New Brighton EstateSaywell moved to
L] the area with his familjn 1887to aresidenceK S y I YSR Wb S@I R ¢
located at 8 The Grand Parade.

The lllawarra Rlway line commenced constction of a double line to Hurstville in late 1882. In
1883 the government announced the location of stations in the St George area, including one at
Rockdale! Huntley approached the council on Thomas's behalf in 1883, for geiomi to build tram
tracksand operate a steam tram to the b&iom Rockdale Station. A bill was passed in parliament
on 6 March 1884, granting him a 3@ar lease.

The lllawarra Railway line to Hurstville opened 15 October 1884, with Rockdale Station conveniently
located along theoute for thousands of prospective home buyers, who snapped up the land lots as
soon as they were releasett.

That same year, in anticipan of completion of his latest project, a splendid bathing pavilion
located on The Grand Parade opposite Bay Sttbetentrepreneur invested15,000 to open a 1 %
mile tram from Rockdale Station to The Grand Parade, connecting the railway with theeseaml

YIE1TAYy3a GKS 6SHFOK a4 .2GFlye . 1& Slraate I O00SaaAroft S
a year,on 9 November 1885, designed by Messrs Kenwood and Kerle, who later designed the New
NAIKG2Yy 120St @ yR {lé&gStftQa .lIGKao®d



Although the Bighton Baths were not quite finished, the tram was an immediate success, carrying
15,000 to Lady RobinseBeach onts opening day, for a bargain thruppence per adult and a penny
for children. It was a boon too for the real estate salesmen, who couldatwertise the benefits of

an economical transport option from the city to the new subualnsl bring buyers to bid ateaside
auctions %

¢CKS W{legStftQ YR (KS WwWteadyeQ adSry Sy3aiySa KI d
beach where they $ighted ata 106oot-6 o n YU f 2y 3 GNI Y &aKSR i GKS Syi
Baths, which opened almost a yearafthe tramline, in October 1886. The entry fee was a mere
tuppence per adult and a penny for children, with combination transport andyeitdkets available.

| Saywell@ TramPhoto: Bayside Council Library

10



Promoting a road to recreation

Botany Bay wapromoted as gotential recreationalresortfrom as early as&877, when real estate
agents Richardson and Wrench were advertising large plots ofland The Esplanade, Florence
Street Alice StreetAlfred Street, Frederick Streahd The Boulevardat North and South
Scarborough Townships on Lady Robinsons B&ach

Y2 KAOK Aa GKS fFNBSad FyR Y2ad oS!t dzi
admirably adapted for the use of bathing machingfe wholetownship

is laid out with great judgment andrethought, witha view to make it a

GREAT PUBLIC RESORT, and the most besndiftharmingnarine

suburb of the AUSTRALIAN METROPOLIBHAEY Too much cannot

be said in praise athis magnificent stretch of clean snewhite sand, so

hardat ebbtide as to furnish d&eautiful carriage driver equestrian

promenade In point of salubrity the position of this estate can haroléy

surpassed, and fdseautyof situation scarcely equalledsthe eye never

tires of dwelling on the magnificesheet ofwater of theBay of. 2 (i | y & ®Q

1877North Scarboough Estate PlanThe Vice Regal carriage and horgders enjoy the delight of
Lady Robinson Beagbn property owned by Thomas HolM.L.C.Photo: NSW State Libra#§

Maps from the 180s to the 1930sgraphically illustrate th gradual development of thieayside
region as a prime recreational area accessed by The Grand PRealeestate speculators produced
large advertising posters to promote land auctions. In contrast to the officiahamsense, County
and Parish maps, #se brochures highlight theenefits of living on Botany Bay, through both text

and illustrations.

LADY ROBINSON'S BEACH
FILEY,

1881Filey estate subdivision plar,ady Robinsons Beachnoto: State
Library of NSW/

In this early estate sales posteustic views of Botany Baye empoyed

to appeal to buyers, but so far there is no Grand Parade in sight at this
end of the beach. The rear of the properties run directly onaoly
Robinsons Beacliater the Esplanade would run along this sectidre
insert at right showsnly two roadsn the area;Rocky Point Roaahd

Bay Streetwhich were essentiallgirt cart tracks.

1883Georges River Frontage and lllawarra
Railway Linerhoto: State Library of NSWP Hardie and

RGE'S RIVER F RONTAG D2NXF Y Q& | defdértleds 81 haved df S NJ

ILLAWARRA PAI[WAY LINE

SALE AT

FOR AUCﬂ wcROONS PITTS! ,,_,y,,"”'

o/ YEAR BULNCL .

\§ nﬂAiMl[ AMG’MWAN 2

,,,,,
Ll

t land, now more readil accesgile by the lllawarra
Railway LineBay Street runs to the waterfront,

N but there is little development at this timand The

Grand Parade has not yet been commenceuahall

 abay

.30™ unr 1883 DNESpy

‘ '4 '”"3 y settlements exist at Dollsdiht and on the fringes
; 5 of Scarborough Park, wiiiavas prstine bushland
L E and swamp in this period.
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FIRST SUBDIVISION OF THIS GREAT ESTATE
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JOR AUCTION SALE, ON THE CROUND 0N
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1886 Fairlight Estat®lew BrightonPhoto: State Library of NS\

The Grand Paradevhich extends a mere five blocks north of Bay
Street,first appears in real estate posterslanuaryl886 in the
New Brghton Estate andubsequentlyn Februaryor the Fairlight
Estateauction The illustrations imply that although this land is
located on the outer edges of Sydney, it is easy to reachedm
train wizzes the prospective buyer through the verdant
countrysidgi 2 02y y SOl 6AGK {l&@gSttQa
rises romantically over the waters thfe bay, perfectly framed by

the Botany Bayeads whichare the futuresuburbs oiLa Perase

and Kurnell.

1912 BrightonLe-Sands Sunset Estatehoto: Sate Library of NSW°

In the new century, The Grand Parade is reaching ever further
north at the top of Lady RobinseBeach

BRIGHTON -LE - SANDS
Goud leve] Alliments facing Lady Fobinsans Beach Cibse 1o Tam ot Shod Mok
FOR AUCTION SALE, ON THE GROUND.

SATURDAY 9™ MARCH 1812

AI3 P-M-

1912Beach Frontages, The Esplanade, BrighterSands Photo:
State Library of NS\&*

Meanwhile,the southern end of The Gnd Parade is taking shape
under the name The Esplanade. This portion is located south of
President Avenue.

WD22R f S@St Lady RvhinkdBs/Béach, ddsedd tlyed
tram at Shady Nook can be purchasedf2rdeposit, with 20
shillings per month repanent at 5% interest.
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1921Scarborough Park Estatenoto: State Library of NS\

By the 1920s significant development has takeatplat Brighton
and numerous roads lead to Botany Bajis postwar plan shows
the disjointed nature of the bayside rdaystem as each
developer divided his own property without consideration of the
larger picture of road transport, which was in its inég. Riverside
Drive, which would eventually form part of The Grand Parade,
ToRgens TITLE runs directly into Cook Park at Scarboroudgrenue. Carruthers
i Drive, which would also later form part of The Grand Parades
e through Cook Parlparallel to Riverside Driveut is not
connected toit.

; . BRIGHTON BEACH

Brigh(an [?each Estate ESTATE
| FOR AUCTION SALE

o

EASY TERMS

Terms: 10% DEPOSIT oy o
Perind 0f 3 Yea Clitle will be CT orrens

Interest 6

N F. H FARRAR, AUCTIONEER

Royal Chambers

April 1922 Brighton Beach Estate subdivision pkioto: NSW State Library

In this 1922 shdivision plan, the illustration at the top of the page shows the area around the bay as

largely undeveaiped, with blocks of land to the right, running directly onto the beddie Grand

Parade features briefly, north of Bay Stre€he sketclbelow thishighlights the desirable

recreational facilities alonghe Grand Parade; the Brighton Hotel with its Refrment Rooms on

the corner of Bay Street and The Grand Pardlue soonto-be-demolished Shady Nook pleasure

grounds oppositeShady Nook was auctionedf for homesfive months latetin September 1922
{regSttQa .l GKaz a$sgdS Naumercubhaties Krfoing theeglthyld KS 0 S+ OK 2
pleasuresof sea bathing and beach activitiegld substantialappeal to the advertisement.

13
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These cbtailsfrom the reverse of the brochure show the delights of seaside bathing, depicting virile
sunbronzedmales beautiful bathing beauties and happy families. The developer enfaradies to
purchaseproperty;Q. dz&28 ¢ KSNB (G KS T NS a.Khebkdsitdisthé RlacgthdSy & LJ OS
growing children where the invigorating air from the ocean can be inhaled anklekhful pastime

2F ag9AYYAYy3I YR adzNFAy3 Oy 6S AyRdzZ ISR AyQ

Lo ShadyNook Estate sales brochure 1922

showsi KS RSt A3IKGA 2F aSlI ol
Baths, vast expanses of sandy beach, sailing

in the bay and verdant parkland in Cook Park

Photo: State Library NS/

Right at Brighton-le-Sands Tram f erminus — racmg Brighton -le-Sands Beach

SHADY NOOK"
ESTATE

On the Cround s % £.;£ ' {i

SATURDAY widd &f i
23rd _SEPTF,:\I[’)[CR : i :?i;

The Shady Nodistate brochure, issued a few

months later,picturing a lush treelined
landscapeemphasises the joys of the surf

beach an sea bathing, sailing on the balmy

waters of the bayplusthe recreational

facilities of the Brighton Hotdbcated

opposite the subdivisiarThe property is described euphoricallyig KS LJ | OS drkdh OK g A f f
people fresh, and where onesunny iddl 6 A £ £ o6 dzA f R dzLJ G KS 062-R& F2NJ (KSE
Ground, HealtdD N2 dzy' R | y R. lrorficallp, EhéN@rdpjftiercbf Shady Nook Recreational

Grounds, to create this new estateaused the destruction dhe hugely popular picnic areahich

had been crated by Thomas Saywell.
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The sales pitch pinpoints the future of The Grand Parade, emphasizing its imminent role as a
thoroughfare to the south;

WeKS 6ARS I @SydzS ¢ KAOK NHzya wildliha Gity biykre Sadl G S
splendid motor trackrbm Elizabeth Street via Sir Joseph Carruthers Drive, which when
completed will run past the estate to Taren Point Punt. It will be the coastal motor drive of

Sydney®

Thereality of this vision was still someay in the future.

1929 Sprin@ a@nd WarenQ Bstates
map. Photo: State Library NSW

This publicatiorshows the motor bus
andelectrictram routesdown Bay
Street which would have been the
primary form of transport to the
i< p beach The Grand Paradens north of
S e “M (ggg Bay Street, wié to the south it & still
(0] JEHEGERTY LR, favngid 2o * ‘,.,wu ~ ks The Esplanade.

1‘3 Anﬂﬂs-.(m/w(/wm/ﬁWMﬂfo[Sﬂ’f it

1934 New Marine

Drive EstatePhoto:
State Library NSW

The newly declared
Grand Parade
stretchesto Dolls
Point, allowing easy
access tdhe delights
of the seaside for

SALE
S o e Geouno

SaT. 247 FEB, bathing, sailing and
/ picnics.
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Real estate and roacedelopmentcg early1900s

Thomas Saywell was not the only property investor to see the potential of the bayside area. A
number of land grants in the Botany Bay area badn made during the early 1800s, thdtween
1881and 1886 several new real estate subidions were offered for sale including Filey, Ailsa, New
Brighton and Fairlight Estates at Lady Robinsons Beach. The Grand Parade first appeared on
subdivision map@ 1886 on the New Brighton Estate. Despite this land speculation, the area was
still a elatively remote wilderness of sand dunes, swamp and saedrhedrom the cityby Rocky
Point RoacandthenRA NI (N} 01 a G2 GKS o6 iSNDa SR3S

From 1908 through th&920s and into the 1930s the area was progressively subdivided by
developers who promotetbts for sale as the ideal spot to build a home along the beach, away from
the city, yet easily accessible by steam tram and steam train, a mere 12 minutes fronalRockd
Station. As they measured out land plots, they created The Grand Parade piecethealyalit was

in several sections under different namés.

Auctioneers Q Rcany Spulallsls 54 Pitt Slml
T BAYV e oo

FOR PROTECTION OF BUYERS
Buyers need not build or fence but an y building
erected on Crand Parade or Bay §* fronlage
must be of a value of not less than £200 iy
and on any other lot L2150 , this Covenant tobe /7
| embodied in the Transfer 4
TE Rll S

TIIRRENS nm /

TheBeach Estate 19Q®&ounded by the Grand Parade, Bay Street and The Kings Roa: State
Library of NSW*®

Official opening of Carruthers Drive

Friday26 February 1909Photo: Bayside
Courtil Library

In 1908 the council created a new drive
from Dolls Point to Brightobe Sands.
Initially it had no name, but Rockdale
aldermen suggested naming it after the
Premier of NSW Sir Joseph Carruthers,
who had represented the district for 21
years.Most of Carruthers Drive is now
part of The Grand ParadeThey hoped
the Premier woulde sufficiently
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opened by the Governor of NSW, Vice Admiral &inHRawson, on@February 1909with
Carruthers and his wife in attendance. An amailver shield, portraying a section of the drive, was
presented to the Governor. Hundreds turned out for the festive event as banners fluttered in the
breeze. The St Gege Call reported;

Wi Aa 9EOSttSyOe sl a NBOSA GadRaylboriMajoK&3 t 2 OF f
o'clock. A procession of motor cars and other vehicles was then formed, and the party were
driven to the scene of the opening ceremony. A numbehefmembers of the Automobile

Club were present, including the president and Secsgtand twelve motor cars led the

LINE OS&aaAiAz2yXe¢KS LINROSAaA2yY-RaNBadBisRaESReetmdd 4 | &
RusselAvenue to Doll's Point, Brightde-Sands bing reached about 3.30 o'clock, where a
guard of honour, consisting of a battaliodo OF RSt ax | GGSYRSR { ANJ I

The shield presented t&r Rawson Photo: St George Call 6 March 19p.1

Ff GK2dAK Ad ¢l a 2yfe 0O2yaildNHzO0 diSNS SF
[sic] hedge and Marram grass planting to prevent the encroachment of

sand?! Trees were ceremonially planted in CoaklPby the guests of

honour, who tren retired for refreshments in the Brighton Hot#* The

Mayor suggested it was merely the first instalment of a major Public Works
Department scheme to construct a sweeping thoroughfare from Watsons

Bay to Cooks Riveshere a new traffic bridge wouldebconstructed. Following this, the road would
eventually connect to Rocky Point Ro&d.

They were still championing the idea in 1914 when the St George Call advocated,;

¢ 2

2 -

- NN

MayorWilliam TayloR S Of  NBR A (0 WhAWwSS Z2RINAIKSSE TAAYY &

A NS

WLG Ydzald o6S 02y Ay dzS Rndanisk ot stopgieRedrthéte, luggo DS 2 NH S U 2

join up with the main road between Sutherland and Cronulla. If the road be not completed
as far as to join the Cronult@ad, it will not fulfil its purpose of giving a new outlet to

Sydney's commerce a hew routewhich will save some distance oawrel, will avoid the
Arncliffe Hill, will open up new stretches of Crown lands, will afford access for parched and
crowded people of Botany, Waterloo, and Redfern to Lady Robinsons Beach, and will afford
an opportunity fo the workers of these crowded indtrial areas to a garden city, and yet

fABS 6AGKAY |y Slhae "R ljdzAO]l NBFOK 2F GKSANJ
¢tKS O2yOSLIi RAR y2i 32 | glé&d Cdl & CI NNI NRE& MOHH

promises a major tourist dre along the bay, slightly exaggéng its progress,

WeKS I NISNAFE w2l R A& dzyRSNI O2y &G NHOGA2Y

0e
YR oAttt F2N¥Y 2yS 2F GKS LINBGGASadG 21 GSNBEARS

magnificent 7 mile drivavith the Bay and white sandy beaoh one side and parklands on
the other and when completed will be the Motor Drive of Sydney. The construction of this
Drive must ultimately bring nearer Electric Tram connection right along the beach and will
considerabhS Yy K y OS @It dz8% Ay GKS t20FtAieQo

Again, the forerunner tdhe Grand Parade was connected to a utopian ideal of recreation, leisure
and beauty, but this grand vision has not yet materialiSdte Grand Parade has become a
congested through route to the sith, but not exactly a scenic tostidrive.Even if the F6 should
proceed releasing the pressures die Grand Paradét will be for more prosaicpurposestouted
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as a way of untangling traffic snarls rather than a highway to natural beauty and a RaikerLJ NI} RA & S
w3 NRSy OAdleqQo

In fact,in its early daysthe road was not about to transport anyone anywhere, except to a state of
frustration. The area was subject to regular destruction and erosion by storms. In August 1910, less
than two years after thelgrious opening ceremony, a substa portion of Carruthers Drive was
washed away by storms and remained impassable by motor traffic for over ay&@aeCook Park

Trust blamed the delay gpolitics, withpreparations for the election, and the subseauehange of
government stalling teir efforts to obtain funding for repairé?

¢KS LINRPOofSYad O2yiGAYydzSR® LYy mMdpHOX aNW» td {2YSNDT f
SRAG2NI 2F ¢KS {dzy ySéalLJ LISNI Ay NBaLlRyasS G2 | NBI

Wa e I {lieSjystibked galled to the remarks"Progress” (which appeared your
Monday's Issue) calling attention to the disgraceful condition of what was once a beautiful
g GSNBRARS | gSydzSoQ
The key issue was that Carruthers Drive did not form part of Rockialacil area, or indeed any
councilarea. It was administered by the Cook Park Trust who funded little or no maintenance.
2 KSNE GKS GFNNBR YSGFt NRFR 2F ¢KS 9aL)i !l ylRS SyR
campaigned for some time to gain contaflthe parklands and roads withtheir boundaries?®

Carruthers Drive was not the only road in poor repair. In the same year President Ave, which led to
Carruthers Drive, was in a deplorable state with ruts and potholes up to 2 feet deep (60cm) near the
bridge over the swamp at its midgi It too was considered a danger to vehicular traffic, and the
cause of frequent bus breakdowr?$.

Four years latein 1927 a further 200 yards of the drive was washed ayeaysing Rockdale Council
to request a granfrom the Lands Department to repdhe road and restore the traffic flow from
Ramsgate to Dolls Point. The Lands Department were not interested. They no longer considered
Carruthers Drive as a potential route for a througiad to the south3!

In this lorg-running saga, it took until Juy933 for the Man Roads Board to grant the money and
Rockdale Council to reconstruct the two mile stretch at a co£1.6f000, although there was still
insufficient finance to construct a promenade alongside the réad.
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Road development v. pine trees

With an increasing population in the area and a corresponding increase in motor traffic as more and
more people could afford to purchase a vehicle, council felt that the maintenance of The Grand
Parade should bhandled by the Main Roads Board. In 1927 @wmncilpetitioned the Main Roads
Board to reclassiffheGrand Parade as a main ro&« this point the MRB declined to act,

protesting thatit had more important projects to prioritiselt claimed therensufficient funds to

proceed at this stage, althugh it would be considered atfature date as part of a plan to construct

a main road connecting Botany Road and the Princes HigRtvay.

Photographic evidence shows that

Thomas Saywell planted the first

Norfolklsland pines in the area in
ey A front of his NewBrighton Hoteln
" | the mid-1880sand the parkwas
i? progressively planted with hundreds
of the majestic trees. They had also
been grown successfully around the
Prince of Wales Hotel at
Sandringham since the eal70s.
Most of the original pines planted by
Saywell were destroyed by raging
gales but others were the victims of
road development®

Norfolk pine treeplanting ceremony at Brightor1932. Another 50 pines were planted along the
beachfront in 19382° Phao: Bayside Council Library

The Main Roads Bod saw a pressing need to widéheGrand Parade in 1931. Rockdale Council
resisted widening it on the western side, as this would mean the loss of many trees, prompting a
revision by theBoardto widen the eatern side. The matter appeared to be resolybdt the

following year the Board decided to knock down a series efeHFold pine trees along General

Holmes Drive and the Grand Parade to facilitate widening of the road from President Avenue to Bay
street, by 14 feet, to a total width of 80 feet.

The move was vigorously opposed by local residents, Rockttidemen and the Council Engineer,
who described it as a "wanton act of desecratioli* Eventuallythe project went ahead with
Council constructing the roadworks and the Board paying the costs, S@SNE 2y S®a al GAaT

The Department of Main Roads tried again to demolish 21 Norfolk Pines for a planned widening of

The Grand Parade in 1977. Thednmucrats wanted to resume ametre-wide strip of Cook Park

between Bruce Street and The Bowdede, to enable a righturn lane into Bay StreefThe trees had

become synonymous with Brighton and Ramsgate, and essential to the amenity and ambience of the
area. An outraged Alderman Rae declarediiiy KS 3INBI §Said I O0OG 2F LINRPLRASR
perpetrated on this municipality = 4 K ARISNXY Iy 2 KAGS21]1 RSat@MEo SR Al
council unanimously rejected the idea. The Bay Street turn was evignachieved without

sacrificing the trees?®
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There are always residents who consider treeslbstruction to their sea views, and in 1933, many
locals were outraged when an unidentified neighbour used disinfectant to poison seven Norfolk
Island Pines alyg the Parade?® However, @er the yearsmostresidents became passionate and
highly protectie of the 850 Norfolk Pines and Cook Pisésated in Cook Park alofipe Grand
Parade.

Themajestictreesaveraged20-30 metres high, with a-fnetre spread of canopy and a trunk girth of
around 4506750 cm.n 2005 some trees were leaning at an alarmingle, although arguably still
healthy. Cook Pines are naturally quite flexible and can easily bear the weightaaligon their
stem.

However, councils get nervous about the possibility of being sued for negligence. Some councillors,
concerned the ping might fall and crush someone, argued for lopping them, while others disagreed
strongly.

Two arborists were calleidh. Their reportsvere perhaps a little ambiguous, stating that the trees
were reasonably healthy, but they would probably have to be resdaf their health declined. One
encouraginglyointed out that,

Yook Pines (Araucaria columnaris) are known tavgrath a lean to the nortkeast to
optimise solar access, however in instances where Cook Pines grow in close proximity to
each other the lan can be more pronounc€aQ

The other concluded,

Whe existing site and environmental growing conditions are mistyithe primary reason

for poor health and vigour of the Norfolk Island Pines. The Cook Pines are affected to a
lesser degree. If the hedlt(vigour) and condition of the Norfolk Island Pines continues to
decline their eventual removal would seem a foragaconclusionThis would likely occur

within 10-15 yearXthe Cook Pines are quite mature and despite the poor growing
environment are disglying generally good vigour. These trees may have as long as 50 years
where they can be retained as useful ameniyeQ

A third arboristdeclared in 2007, that in his opinidhe pines were probably suffering a little from
the drought, but an inclining¢e trunk and thinning of the lower foliage was quite typical of the
Cook Pine species and they were generally idguealth.®!

In October 2007 councillors were still discussing the apparent decline of the trees. The Manager
Technical Service®VilliamWoodcock, produced an arborf8treport advising that there was some
deterioration in the health of the pines, wiiccould be ameliorated by fertilisation and aeration of

the soil in the root zone. The specialist consulting firm used a Sonic Tomograpi ¢esfirm the

extent of the cavity and decay in one of the trees. They attached sound emitters to the tree trunk
and measured the velocity of sound waves passing through the tree. A computer then extrapolated
the data to produceyraphics showingreas @ decay. It was stated that the pocket of decay in one of
the trees was small, but fungal growth can exacerbateptablem, and therefore careful

monitoring was required?

Another specialist reportdated September 2007, statdtat the i NSlife &x@etancy varied from
1540 years.

Whilst both trees have suffered decline health, there are no visible structural defects and
therefore the trees are not considered hazardous. Remedial action as specified should
improve the health of the trees over the lotngrm and extend their remainin§afe Useful
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[ A TS 9 E LiISHoild by dbEetkat the current poor health of the trees does not
render these trees hazardo®s€)

Despite this, some councillors unequivocally considered that the trees were a menaecatodif
property and should be rdpced with mature size pines.

Three councillors voted to monitor the trees over-géar period while remediation was carried out,
but they were overruled (8 to 3) by the majority, who wanted the seven trees cut down atatesp
with mature trees.

The delate was ongoing in May 2008, whemetManager- Development Assessment & Compliance
Greg Raftpresented his report. He pointed out that the #530-metre-high tress were growing
close to the kerb of The Grand Parade, #mat the root systems of most dhe trees were covered

in pavement, asphalt and concrete.

However, he also rated the importance of the trees in the local landscape;

Whe mature Cook Pines and Norfolk Island Pines authenticate the northern portion of Cook
Park of its landmark qualitiefgrming a distinctive gateway to the beachside suburbs. They
are a dominant element in the landscape and significantly contribute to the visual character
of the localityQ

Council had also commissioned a Heritage Repopamed by Garry Stanley Heritagechitect and
Jane Rothschild of Dickson Rothschild. The report addressed the historical significance of the trees,
noting,

W¢ KS DNI YR t I NILESnda tgwn ekt has BaishriCticasActer formed by

the hardedge of the unit development otihe western side and Cook Park on the eastern

side with its planting of pine trees and filtered views through the tree trunks to Botany Bay

FYR GKS KSIRa (2 GKS ¢lFavYly {SI oX¢KBythei NBSGa
avenue of trees on theaith side contrasting with the built form on the northern side. The

trees link visually with the Cook Park pine plantings. The most important part of Princess

Street however is the view to the east across Botany Bay to ¢adsframed by the Norfolk

IslarR YR tSIYyAy3 /221 tAySaoQ

A risk assessment was commissioned by council, received 13 March 2008. Theatpadty

assessed the consequences of a falling tree as catastrophic, with potential loss of life, major property
damage and risk of litigation,hite acknowledging that was not possible to ascertain absolutely the
probability of the trees toppling. It admitted that heritage and aesthetic values were relevant but
asserted, not unexpectedly,

Whe assessment should beraucted conservatively, and grier consideration is given to
ak ¥Ste AaadzSa NI GKSNJ GKEY YIFGGSNB 2F | YSyAdae

Their final recommendation was to remove the trees within two years, rapdbem with mature
specimens®*

The basis dtheir argument was disputed dgockdale Council's Manager Operations on 8 April 2008,

We advise that, in our opinion, a number of the assumptions upon which the likelihood of
FrAfdzNE KIFra 0SSy RSUSNNYAYSR IINB ljdzSadAiazyl of S

Despite this evidence, after saebate at a Development Apmitton hearing, the committee
voted on and carried the motion; moved by Councillors Green and Saravinovski, to cut down five
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pine trees and tgprepare a Conservation Management Plan for Cook Park which would include a
policyfor the gradual replacement ofie pine trees over time®

From the anguished arguments of the local residents, one gains the impression that council were
anti-trees. This view needs to be balanced with the understanding that council officers proposed
that the trees would be replaced lsemimature Norfolk Island Pines, planted in an improved
position.

Eventually, in November, after about two years of dithering, the council de¢@esmove them for
health and safety reasons, against the wishes of thel lpcpulace and the advice tife arborists.
They had effectively painted themselves into a corner. Having commissioned a risk assessment,
which predictably suggested that in the unlikely event of the trees toppling, people could be
seriously injured or Kiéd, they were now obliged tfollow its advice. If by remote chance a tree
crashed to the ground, the council would be culpable for damages, with lawyers able to offer
damming evidence that the risk assessment recommended the tree removal.

Afraid of protests, the council acted surrépously to have them cut down in the dead of night.

Whilst it is true that they could rightly claim that the demolition needed to be at night because the
Roads and Traffic Authority would only permit partial closure of ThamdParade between dusk
anddawn, there was skulduggery involved. The council notified the Novotel Hotel management of
the removal datebecauseahe operation of thé underground car park wuld be severely restricted

and their guest&est would be distid SR ® / 2 dzy O Ahk lodalkeRiges) whb yoketiNthe
sound of chainsaws and heavy machinery. It was too late. There was nothing they could do to
prevent desecration of their beloved treeS.

This was not the end of the saga. The press inditttat localcampaigner Peter Olsen had

NELI2ZNISR RSGSNA2NI GA2Y 2F (GKS GNBSaQ KSItdK (2 C
that little or no action was apparently taken. Public outcry again ensued over neglect of the trees

when another tee was felledn June 2009, and it was found to be almost completely hollow. The

complex operation took three hours from midnight and had to be repeated three times over the

following month when additional trees were discovered to be dised€éd. Augus013 three moe

pines near the Novotel overpass were removed due to dieback. Although the residents were

alarmed at this state of affairs, and Olsen again accused the council of neglect, in fact these seven

trees represented a fraction of the Norfolk anddR Pines sdtered along an 8 km stretch of

coastline in Cook Parf

The trees were also vulnerable to pests and diseases. In 2006 a massive mealy bug infestation
attacked the trees, covering them in white flakes and a sticky mess. Local residents waumted

to spray the trees, to prevent the bugs spreading to their own gardens, but council gardeners were
reluctant to do so. Destroying the bugs with chemical sprays would also kill their major predator, the
lady bird beetle. Eventuallyhey selectivel sprayedhe most vulnerable treeseffectivelycurbing

the problem.®®
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Hazards oihe Grand Parade

In October 1933 The Grand Parade was declared a Highway from BrigtBands to Ramsgate. It
was officially opened by the Minister for Local Governnidnt SpoonerA large procession
afterwards traversed the route along the shores of Botany Bay, accompanied by cheering
bystanders’°

Opening of
the new
Highway
at Grand
Parade,

1933.
Photo:
Sydney Malil

The Council was so proud of its new expensive,anet Highway, that it declared the area from
t NBAARSY (O (G2 wkyYya3aradasS ! @gSydzS | WoNROLQ I NBFE NBT
cottages to be erected on this stretch of rodd.

The area was marg upward in its attractiveness and pricing, widlal estate agents boasting of
Council investments;

YwSOSYyd FGONIOGA2ya G2 GKAa f20FtAG8 INB GKS
shed, promenade, etc., at Brightda-Sands; 79 acres of QoBark Recreation Area upon

which £6000 is now beg spent in improvements; Doll's Point Park recently acquired and

now being developed at a cost of £4500 and last of all, the splendid recently opened Marine

Drive, the grand parade of nearly one mile, betm Brightonle-Sands and Ramsgate,

constructedat O2ad 2F ZOSNI mmanznnnd W

@[&Eﬁl—f&?@ Shady Nook brochure 192promotes the

FACING proximity of the beach Photo: State Library NSW
Botany Headr, I

== G recreation area is a large expanse of sabdach.
¥ ano RIGHT AT Although difficult to imagine now, wheiné area

Brighton - le- Sands is mostly levelled and covered with housing,
Botany Bay was rimmed by sand dunes.

FRONTINS Of course, one of the delights of a waterside

Tram Terminus.

What the real estate brochures failed to mention, was that hew Highway was not immune to
effects of sand drifand was periodically utrafficable. Sand would galarly blow across the road,
particularly at the northern end between Bay and Bestic Streets. Despite the road running along
seven miles of beachfront there was no promenade or seawall to control erosibeanddrift,
problems which would continue fore¢ades’
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Sand Dunes on Grand Paradéndated,

but probably circa 1930shoto: Bayside
Council Library

A deputation had been formed in 1930 to

approach Rockdale Council with a request

to build a retainig wall to prevent the

RNAFTGd ¢KS rdted uldnoti I ELI & S
.= cover the estimated&200,000 needed to

construct such a huge seawall. At one point, Council constructed a galvanised iron fence, but the

sand simply built up behind it and buried the fenéDuring the Depression the government had

used Réef Labour to level some of the sandhills along the Bay, but the huge undertaking had not

been completed. The best Council could offer was turfing the area once the sandhills had been

completely excavated?

Residents were still complaining in 194ie new concrete footpath was three feet under sand, and
the Council had not yet actioned idedgeto complete the sandhill removal or completely turf the
sandhills. The Aldermen were sick of the complaiAts unsympathetic Alderman Fred Beehag
complained he residents were too lazy to shovel sand from their own driveways, and furthermore,

"If people choose to live in unsheltered areas near beaches they should be prepared to put
up with the obvious inconveniees.®

This issue would crop up again and agaiarcsucceeding years, with the Council at a loss as to how
to resolve the issue permanently, although by the df##0s the sandhills around the Ramsgate end
had been more or less levelled and grass was grgwell along this sectiofl.

Sand was not the selroad hazardThere were 11,587 road accidents in NSW in the year ending
193738, of which92.1 % involved motor vehicles (cdwmyries, solo ad pillion motor cycle¥ but
there were other hazards, including collisions with trams, trolley buses, scoatet billycarts,
horses, horsalrawn vehicles, pedestrians, dogs and céts.

As private vehiclaffordability increasedanrisingnumber of traffic accidents occurredong The

Grand Parade, involving crashes between cars, trucks, motor cycles andrggagstho, in the
absence of a concrete footpath, often walked on the roadway. Adding to the chaos were the trams
turning from Bay Street intdheGrand Parade withouwtounding warning bell$? and the hazards of
poor street lighting on the busy roatf.

Like much of outer suburbi@righton was poorly lith the early 1900skockdale Couilaequested

the Gas Compamgrect a street lamp on the corner of The Avenue Bndce Streein 1909 but

they refused, althouglhey later relented and offered to erdmne onThe Grand Paradé! The

provision of street lighting continued in a haphazard fashion for several decades. The one exception

was the Princes Highway, throughdRdale town centre, which had become a@¢ f f SR W2 KA (1S 2
in 1924 when fitted with B-watt lamps suspended over the roadway every 30 feet (i) was

considered that The Grand Parade did not warrant such innovative lighting for many more years to

come.

lf 0K2dzAK GKS . NAIKG2Y [ATSal OSNE RRoékgaRiCoundd G N2t |
should install lighting along the beach to counter loutish behaviour and peeping #éms.
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The aldermen considered that electric light would encourdgedangerous practice of night

bathing, with increased probability of shark attacks andefused the request. Alderman Toyer

succinctly expressed the views of the council when he exclaimédy f & LRA20G& g2dzZ R Ay
I RIFIY3ISNRdA LI adAYSoé

In September 1938 there were only3B1 electric streetlights in the Rockdale council arésng toa
meagre 1514 streetlights in 1941. Rather than engage in a major lighting project to illuminate a
given area or street, the authorities aéda pathetic om or two lights at a time to each distriict an

ad hoc fashionElectric lights in bothtseet and home were considered a novelty of topical interest
for several decade#\s late as thd950s, local newspapers such as the Hurstville Propeller reported
weekly on the number of new streetlights and electrical connections to homes in the area.

However, by the end of 1938 St George County Council was persuaded to schedule the progressive
replacement of streelights onTheGrand Paradevith the new, efficient nercury vapour type, with
its distinctiveblue-green light8®

In wartime the paucity of seetlights was exacerbated when the government limieggliipment
suppliesandthe transportationfacilitiesneeded to implement furtheelectrification 8 Wartime
also saw an increase in road accidents at night, as the newly installed lights along Bayamd to
be switched off to prevent Japanese aircraft targeting lag.

Poor lighting was only part of the hazard of driving onrbed. As cars improved, speed increasingly
became an issudhe Commissioner for Main Roads H.H. Newell spoke at tB@ SBires

Association annual conference on the difficulties of designing roads for modern traffic, observing
foresightedly that,

"We do rot know what the speed of the motor car will be 12 months hence, but it will be a

great worry to the highway engine€efhe speed problem Is wordide. You will have motor

cars here before long with a cruising speed of 80 miles [128km] and 90 miles [1d®km]

K2dzNE FyR OFLIo6ftS 2F GNI@StftAy3d min YAE SEA oM

Speeds of 80 miles per hour wareny years off. Council petitioned the Police Department that
year to reduce the speed limit ofFheGrand Parade to 20 miles [32km)] geaur. 8 The police
spokesman responded that they had no power to dpasospeed limit regulations had been
abolished Gonsequently officers were monitoring the road and taking people to court for negligent
driving, rather than speeding offence¥

The ssue of road speed was hotly debated. The Road Safety Conference held in Sydney later that
year was divided in opinioas to the desirability of following the UK example of imposing speed
limits. Some, including the Commissioner of Police, proposed 30(4&km)in built up areas and

50 mph(80km) elsewhere, while others such as the Royal Automobile Club vociferousbsegp

this on the grounds that,

WeKS YlI22NARGé 2F | OOARSyGa ¢gSNBE OFdzaSR o6& |
reputable drives into disrepute. If the police did more to enforce the existing laws
FYSYRAYy3 tSIAatl GA2Y 62dd R y2G 0SS ySOSaal NE &

Road speed limits were finally introduced in January 1%38.
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Social busing development

By the late 1930s Rockdale Council was givinmigsion to an increasing number of developers to
build unit blocks of flats along the Parade, which were considereal fde a beachside setting® As
wartime impacted construction of homes in the 1940s, the government was eager to support
construction ofmultiple unit dwellings in order to make the best use of buildimaterials which
were in short supply.

Looking nath along Grand Parada the
1930sthere is sparse settlement along the
sand dunesThese photos show both the
"Old BrightonBaths" (built by Thomas
Saywell) and the New Brighton Baths"
built by Rockdale Municipal Council.

Looking south along @nd Parade in the
1930s

Photos: Bayside Council Library

Not all residents were part of the real estate boom of tlgisreation paradise along Botany Bay.
Unemployment reached a peak in 1932 when 29 per cent of Australians were officially out of work
The working class was the hardest hit. There was no unemployment benefit, so loss of a job during
the Depression meant nimcome to pay rent, and consequently many people were evicted from

their homes and left destitute. These people were often vilifigdocals as bludgers or drunkards,

but many respectable familiefesperatelysought refuge in the cangpthat sprung up irarious

Sydney location$?
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North Brighton Unemployed Cam|photo: Bayside Council Library

The undeveloped land at the northern enfiLady Robins@Beach was taken over by people

rendered homeless. In stark contrast to prosperous Brighto8ands, théNorth Brighton

Unemployed Camp, known 84appy Vallewas located in the sand hills along Cook Park at
Kyeemagh, to the north athere Cooks River now enters Botany Bagugh makeshift shacks

littered the sandhills, constructed from scavenged scrdpsoorugated iron, hessian, wood and even
cardboard. Walls afalicocloth flourbags were painted with a mixture of lime and fat bdilip in

salt water to make them weatherproof. The roofs consisted of corrugatau sheets and the sand
floorswerecoveB R A GK | WOIFNLI®GQ 2F Y2NB Ff2dz2NbF3a o

Local charities staged fundraisers to assist the poverty stricken, but charity alone wifisigsLio
combat the problem. Poswar government policies evolved to deal with the housing shortfall.
Investment along fie Grand Parade was no longer confined to the private market. The government
began to develop loveost rental properties to combat thdesperatesituations confronting

numerous Australian families.

In the wake of the Depression, the Housing Improvemerar8aevas established under the Housing
Improvement Act (No.59, 1936), with the goal of raising the standard and availability of otikia
was followed by the Housing Act of 1941 (Act no. 65), which set up the basis for the provision of
public housing INSW. Although a statutory body was created the following year to replace the
Housing Improvement Board, wartime delayed signifigaolicy development and implementation.
The NSW Housing Commission was initially tasked to investigate methods of praddmate
housing at reasonable rentals and to provide affordable housing for the unemployed.

During the war it focused much of itstention on the provision of housing for munitions workers.
Consequentlyit did not commence effective operations untiktivar ended in 1945. When the
Commission began its work in earngsselected tenants based on need, inability to afford
propertieson the rental market, overcrowding or living in properties which had been condenifed.

Now that the war was over, there wawill amongst Labour Government politicians to address the
severe housing shortage for lewwvcome families and to rectify the appaly housing conditions
endured by thousands of people in the wake of the Depression and theTWea government was in
full flight, investing in public housing in a big way. Ballots were held for 40 Housing Commission
homes in Rockdale in July 1948 an@®ttober at Palings Concert Hall in the city, to choose tenants
for an additional 200 properties in the St George afdaese events were part of a program of
13,500 new dwellings being built across the cify? *°

In 1947 Rockdale Council granted the HoggCommission approval to build a thestory, 3Gunit
block of onebedroom and twebedroom apartments on The GrandrBde at Brightorie Sands,
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bounded by Duke Street and Brighton Boulevarde. The location was considered ideal due to its
proximity to thetram line and the Brighton Bathk.wasone of the first public housing
developments in the area

¢ KS / 2 YYA avatikezotigl fiousing pfogram was still a novelty enough to generate
excitement amongst the large crowd which turned up on a damp Fiid@ctober 1948 to witness
the dedication of the foundation stone for Curtin Court on The Grand Parade at Brightgmness
wassteady with a completion date just in time for Christmatfollowingyear.

Opening of CurtirCourt,3“ December 199
Photo: State Library &NSW?10

In his unveiling address, Clive Evatt, Minister for
Housing, claimed that the Housing Comrigss

was building over 100 houses per week, both

directly and through sponsorship programs. He
2LI0AYAAGAOFEE & NBLSFGOGSR (K
elSOGA2Y L SR3IS GKIG WSOSNE
housing need would be adequately housed

The Commission had recently built S@8uses

in the Sutherland and Rockdale council areas,

with another 600 under construction and a

further 350 under contract for imminentoenmencement. Houses were reserved for families with

young children, while flats such as Curtin Court were offered esehwith teenage children.

. & G2RreQa RSaA3dy adGlyRINR& GKS o0dzZAf RAYy3 I LILISE N&
butRocRI £ S al @2NJ b2NXI Yy DdzSaa | OOt I A YOSERA {GRKASY DRE f RA
architect, Walter Bunning, declaredat NSW Housing Commission properties were the equal of any

in the world. 101

Wurtin CourfQcorner of The Grand Paradand
The Boulearde, BrightonLe Sands, early
1970s.It was designed by architects Bunning
and Madden built by C. Thompsopand
namedin honour ofwar-time prime minister
John CurtinPhoto: Bayside Council Library

Public Housing was a relatively new concept, so

the opening ceremony was graced by the

_ o presene of the Federal Attornegeneral,

Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Herbert Vere Evatt (M.H.R. for Bartétjinister for Housing Clive Evatt

(M.L.A. for Hurstville), Alderman P.J. Ferry (Chairman of the St George County)CMr W. York
(President of the Bghtonle{ Yy Ra t NPINBaa ! aa20AF0dA2y0 YR &AYA
wife, Mary Alice Evatbfficially openedhe flats. Mrs Evatt spoke at length, reminded the 200

strong crowd that Curtin was PrimeiMster at the time when the Commonwehland State

Housing Agreement was drawn up, prompting the construatib@urtin Court and thousands of

Housing Commission homes around the county 14
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New unitson TheGrand Parade, date unknownrhoto: BaysideCouncil
Library

Thedark brick block of units of Curtin Court stands in stark contrast
to the modern21 centuryglass and concrete buildings that line the
bay today.

In 2016 Housing Commission tenanigere concerned that the
Coalition government was psuing a policy ofaling valuable
harboursidesocial housingites such as the Sirius building in The
Rocksto developersand allocating the money for construction of
new social housingn the city outskirtsLong-term residentsof

these propertiesvere often relocated h remote suburbswhere

they were forced to create a new life and form new friendships far
from their established communities.

TheCurtin Court residents coukke the distinct possibility of the State Government seliiragr
homesddzS (2 { K Sesi@lzibayBide Yo&htiBheybecame anxious for the future of the
building and its tenants.

Although there was a mix of ages and situations amongst its tenants, many of them were aged or
infirm and such a move would be traumatisifitne Department of &mily and Community Services

gl a dzLl SO0 gAGK GlFf1 2F GKS soreXiddafillsédsitesy t f dza
where we can get more social and private housing, to create a mixed community with better social
outcomesbespte the Curtin Courtresident®) T ® RONditixere dvas apparently no plan in hand

to sell the land to private developers?®
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original 12 liilt by Thomas Saywell in the 1890s on the corner of The Grand Parade and Princess

Street, and where he had lived until his death in 1928. Although heritage listed in the Local

Environmental Plan 200QEP 2000Q}hey were a decayingad remnant of theiformer glory, with

rotting timbers and pernicious attacks of mould. Councillor Gary Green calted ity dz3f & o6f A IAK
the face of Brightog  Of I A YA y 3 {F-d2N&ISESINI dli2kdef R G dzNy Ay KA & 3INI
relatives would hag to maintain them solely because a vocal minority in the community overly
OKSNRAAK y2adlf3axr®d 1S o60dzAtld GKSY (2 0GdzZNYy | LINRTA
GAGE SIRASPI[SNAGAYTa hTFaGSy wdzald CI cel R&@dEmivat@2 OF Ay 3
the burden on owners to preserve the terraces and other similar heritage builditigs.

The late Harry Seidler (192806), architect of Australia Square, Grosvenor Place, MLC Centre and
.fdzSa t2AyG ¢26SNE |y Rostne@edzlarohitegt, fdrnoed dnMichitgctur@ & I NB |
design firm; Harry Seidler and Associates. A partndrigndompany, Harry Feiner, designed a

residential development which would incorporate and preserve the terraces, one of which was

owned by Brighton Interational land developer Rudy Sisic. The new raitiry building would sit

behind the existing terrace®levated three stories to enable light to reach the rear of the historic

buildings. A sinuous white, curved fagcade fronted arstidty apartment blockwhich featured an

extravagant glasbottomed pool above the lobby ceiling.

Local residents were conaezd that the structure would overshadow the beach and voiced their
opinion in 24 submissions to council. Moreover, although Seidler and Associateseger®k
preserve the heritage buildings, the ultraodern design was not considered sympathetic to the
adjoining classic T9century terraces®’

¢tKS NBaARSyia y2 R2dzoG NB22AOSR GKFG I y20 Ayaai:d
for re-zoring from the existingResidential 2(c) under LEP 2a00 ¢ KS RS @St 2 LISNRa NXBI|j dz
before cound in December 2005, but still unresolved by the following Matt, SA Rf SN a Of I A Y

Whe proposal will facilitate the construction of an iconic hnifdas proposed in DA2005/538
of high design quality and architectural inter&3the scale of a 18torey development will

be consistent with the surrounding 14 storey Novotel Hotel and 8 storey residential flat
buildings, and will not be overbearing or coftcharacterQ @

They noted that a 1-3tory development was essential to fund the restoration of th@adnt
terraces, as the sale of units in a&fry block (permitted by the current zoning) would raise
insufficient money.

The application was accompaui by a Heritage Impact Assessment prepared by Graham Brooks and
Associates, which confidently asserted

Why oFflyOST AlG A& O2yaARSNBR GKIG GKS AYLI Of
Nos. 6468 The Grand Parade, on the streetscape in gdnara neighbouring heritage

items is not only within acceptable limits, but will make a positive ¢bation to the

foreshore of Brightode-{ I Y Ra ®Q

TheManager- Urban PlanningAlexander Sarrd 6 St AS@SR Ay fA3IKG 2F GKS O
Rockdale [an, which was being concurrently formulated, the development would most likely be

I LILINE @ S Rs proteededuiitRthess idBlication. A motion was passed asking the architects to

Adzo YAG TFdZ t RS&EAIyE F2NI O2dzy OAté theiRockdaly LEEREOS NI (A 2y 3
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was prepared, which would allow the height restriction to be altered in teS f 2 LIS N®A T I @2 dzl
motion to supress the change to the height restrictions was again lost in February' 2006t the

matter was taken out of the alzy’ OA f Qa K| y R a MS\WwStatjarning Ministett Frahky” R

Sartor was not about to let the matteirop.

5SaLIAGS GKS FFI@2dz2NF6fS | SNAGIFIS wSLENIZ {FNI2N R
Finally, after much public discussion, in Augugi®te vetoede-zoningthe area from 5 stories to

13 stories, which effectively blocked the developrhétiis cited the substantial height increase and

the lack of context with the Victorian terraces as his reasoning, but one must wonder if ultimately it

was the modern design itself which so offended Rih

Perhaps ironically, by claiming he was acting llenefit of the terraces, because the modern
building was out of character witits historic neighbour, Sartor condemned the terraces to further
decay,denying them the vital investment dollars needed to restore the historic structures.

The developer logbatience with the convoluted process and the constant requests for expensive
reports, revisions and new development applications, not to mention PRebatfith the Minister.
They advised they no longer wished to proceed and an opportunity to save taedésrfrom further
decay was lost?

It took another decadéefore theissuewas revivedIn March 2016 Rockdale Council resolved to
support a rezoningapplication with the aimtp® Sy I 6 f S (KS RS@St 2LIYSy 4 27F |
incorporating adaptivere®® 2F SEA&GAY3I KSNAGI IS adNHzOGdzNBaowy /
Determination from theDepartment of Planning and Environment (DRi#)ich was reeived in May

2017 113 After years of haggling, the land was finally rezoned by Bayside Council attedjare25

June 2018.

The building was by now in terrible shape, with loose bricks and a cracked facade, requiring
stabilisation with reinforcing frameark. To improve its viability as a development opportunity, the
maximum permitted building height hadekn increased from 13 metres to 36 metres and the
maximum floor space ratio from 1:1 to 4:1.

The council invited three architects to submit plans fatoeation of the original terraces and
construction a building of between 11 and 12 floors. The dewalewuld fund the competitive
process, which would be judged by a panel of 5 architects on both its contemporary and heritage
merits. The Saywell Terracgould be retail or commercial in usage, with residential
accommodation towering behind therkt*

In 2010 the plans for the terraceare stillin limbo. it remains to be seen whether the architects can
address the issues to the satisfaction of heritage etgpeouncil and residents.
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Transporto the seaside

Public transport to The Grand Parade was initially supplied by the tram built by Thomas Saywell
Rockdale Station down Bay Street to Brightersandsto allow city dwellers to easily access his
baths and hotel. Saywell operated the Rockdale Tramway 1885 to 1900 by steam traction and
with electric cars from 1900 to 1914long the 1.8km route. By 1906 it was carrying 150,000
passengers per year from Rockdale to the seast@&/hen his lease @ired, the NSW Government
Tramways took over the busieg,runningthe Rockdale to Brightoke Sands tramss part of the
public transport network

t 2330 SNI I RGOS NI A 3Photf: Baysiflelcaingil Sifralj®Q a8 ¢ NI Y @

From ROCKDALE

LADY KOBINSONS BEACH, The service was so popular that onegparticularly busy summer Sunday in
-~ January 1929, 5hkeduled tram departures carrietB, 720 passengers from

e —————— Rockdale to Brighton. Each departing tram was crammezpacity leaving
i mmm hundreds waiting at the terminus for the next departure. Consequeitily,

i ,,L,,,, o B March 1929 the line was extended 20 chains (402im)g the Esplanade

(later to become part of The Grand Parade), from Bay Street south to Teralba
Rd, costing5,848, but it remained a single line track. A furthdnl8ck

extension along the EsplanatteBarton Street was considered, but the emile extension would

attract the same basic fare as the existing track, and the authorities did not consider the additional
expenditure to be a sound business caseggesting that people were quite capablenaiiking the

extra distance.

SAYWELD'S TRAM

Tram tracks along Th€&rand Parade, Brighton

Le Sands, date unknowrPhoto: Bayside Council
Library

As the population of the new suburban
subdivisions expanded, and the beachside
amenities attracted increasing crowds, the
Rocklale to Brighton tramway operated at a profit forost of its working life, bringing residents
day trippersand holiday makers to the accessible seaside of Botany Bay.

The profit for thefinancialyears were1926-1927£3,924;1927-1928 £7,42719281929 £5,181. The

popular seaside run carried 2,020,482ssengers in 19278, rising to a peak of 2,187,230 in 1929
30, gradually declining to 1,831,025 in 1931
as the effects of the depression were f&lt

Trams persisted until Saturday 3 September
1949, vhen the last tram trundled along the 1
mile 40 chaas (2.4km) track from Rockdale to
BrightonLe Sands, after 63 years operation. The
rolling stock was absorbed by the Sydney tram
system.

A tram and trolley bus on The Grand Paradg,
BrightonLe &nds Teminus,near Teralba
Road, 1949Photo: Bayside Council Library
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The area was still served by trolley buses which had been introduced in July 1937, powered by
overhead wires like a tram, but without the need for tracks. They ran from Kogarah to Sans Souci,
Ramsgaté\venue, Sandringham and DollsifR, a total route mileage of 6 miles 32 chains (10.3km),
118carrying an impressive 3,694,552 passengers with earning34o#450/17s/5d in its initial year
(ending 30 June 1938%°It lost£7,831 in the 19338 financial year, however this was favourably

comparable to the previous steam tram service, which had®213 in the 1937 financial year.
120

PoliceCall Bx on The Grand Paradscene of a

macabre accident iBrighton Le Sands Photo:
Bayside Council Liary

il

il

-

The Grand Parade may have been swarming with cars bygenidiry, but traditional forms of

transport existed alongside modern vehicl@sfreak accident occurred near tielice Call Box on

Grand Parade in 195t a perod where few people hadrpvate phones and public phone boxes in

the streets were few and far between, a Police Call Box could be used by the public to call the police
to an incident.

A 10yearold girl named Yvonne Murdoch was riding her horse alongtieetwhen it became

skittish, causing her to dismount. Two witnesses rushed over to assist the child control the horse,
GKAOK GKSYy 02ttt LJASR Ay O2y@dz aAz2zyad ¢Syidl GAQSt @
receive a sharp warning shock oéericity, and within morants the unfortunate horse died.

Subsequent investigation by the Sydney County Council established that an electrical wire ran

through iron pipes under the roaffom a fuse box to the police call box. The wire short circuited,

electrifying the pipes. Appantly, the horse was electrocuted when its iron hod®e touched the

electrified conduit!?

Eventually buses ran the length of the road. In 2019, bus route 303 runs the length of The Grand
Parade, connecting Sans Souci with Redfbut from the early art of the 20" century, private car
ownership increasingly impacted on both the road and the residents. Initially this was simply a
parking issue, but by the late 2@entury there was an additional problem with the behaviour of
young drivers, knownca@llj dzA | f t &€ | a WK22yaQo

With the increase in development and the popularity of the area for aquatic sports and family

picnics in Cook Park, parking along The Grand Parade became an issue as early as 1930, when visitors
were charged tgark at the popular swiming beaches. Residents asked council to forgo the fees,

as it was felt the cost was deterring visitors from the area. The situation did not improve. The police
asked council to ban parking on the Western side of the road nearémsgate Baths in 19342
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1949Cars andramsshare the roadon the
intersection of Grand Parade and Bay Strelb

clearways were needed in the fortie®hoto: Bayside
Council Library

By the late 2t century The Grand Parade had become
a major thoroughfare to the south, andearways

were installed during peak hours to improve traffic
flow. It had little effect, as poor signage remained an
issue. It only took one or two cars parked illegally to
causea major traffic snarl during the morning or
evening peak, but most days it sanore likely to be 10 cars, which took hours to remove by tow
truck 1%

Local resident and campaigner Peter Olsen was convinced that people were being caught unawares
becausethelR A Ry Qi 4SS (KS alLl NaESfteé& SNBOGSRtakingHiy I 3Sd |
cause to The Leader newspaper when he could not get action by either Rockdale Council or the

Roads and Traffic Authority. Never one to sit back and give up, he phivgadint by installing 30

homemade signs on trees and signposts, warningpfeethat they were in a tovaway zone. The

results were startling. Within a couple of days the problem disappeared. The RTA agreed to install

new signage!?*

As cars became fastand young people had more disposable income to indulge in purchasing and
modifying sporting cars, there were other, less socially responsible, forms of leisure activity on The
Grand Parade. Young hotheads have always loved to race and do burnouts asalegniiting, wide
straight road. Not only was this dangerous to road users)dmnal retailers were concerned that
families were discouraged from visiting restaurants on the bay due to safety fears.

At one point, gates were installed on Bay Street, witidsed on weekend evenings, to prevent cars
doing a race circuit. Lateral tiking was applied in 2003 when pink lighting was installed in selected
carparks and mellow Barry Manilow music played to discourage restless hooligans from hanging
around the area'®®

2019 Cars anccommercial vehiclegostle for space
along The Grand Par&dphoto: Leonie Bell

Police would periodically implement special
operations to curb their dangerous activities.
Taskforce Taipan was formed in 2007, with a three

- pronged attackfom St George Police, the Middle
Eastern Organised Crime Squad and the Highwa

W Patrol.'**This was a cityide highvisibility operation
over several months, that issued several thousand

2= __. traffic infringement notices and arrested several
hundred offenders,ncluding many on Botany Bay, who viewed the long wide thoroughfare of The
Grand Parade as a testosterotieelled raceway. Some vehicles were subsequently confiscated.
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Part 2
Recreation along The Grand Parade
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day trip to Brighton Le Sands for over four decades, from its triumphant opening in October 1886 to
its demise in 1928. Although the real estate deyels, including Saywell himself, were investing
heavily in the land between Rockdale and BotBay, the bathing pavilion was the key element that
sparked interest in the area, inspiring businessmen to invest in the recreation industry, and
positively infuencing the growth of the emerging suburb.

The bathing structure was constructed of timber atairugated iron, encompassing an area of
around 250 square fed®3 n¥), with dressing cubicles arranged along the sides. The enclosure was
said to be capablefdiosting 1,000 bathers at a time, and around 25,000 bathers patronised the
establishment duringne particularly busy January.

Naturally, there was no mixed bathing in this period. Scandalously, although it was enclosed from
the street, women could stithe glimpsed bathing in their modest neck to ankle bathing costumes
between 10am and 2pm. Therde yards (2.7m) of heavy cotton used to make the costumes was
not exactly helpful for the purpose of swimming, but preserved modesty.

Thomas Saywell's
extravagantNew
Brighton Hotel,
Brighton Baths and
Brighton Race
Courseis shown
- . with a skewed

‘ m i perspedive, in
R s W which The Grand
. SIS o . ' - &\ Parade, appears to
- have more or less
——— disappeared Photo:
Bayside Council Library
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Respectable beach clothing remained an issue forlagrdiive decades. In 1928 there were calls for

council to introduce ordinances requiring malethers to wear shorts and women to wear kimonos

when purchasing refreshments in the nearby street cafes, while Brighton P & C Association criticised
0KS Waldi wNRQ 2F WLISNR2ya dzy RNBGASR 2y GKS o0SI OK

Bathing remained a chaste affaintil the late 1930s, with the NSW Amateur Swimming Association
rules requiring competitors wear neck to knee bathing costumes. Swimming trunks were ingreasin
in populaiity by 1938, forcing the Boy Scouts Association to declare that trunks were bantes$u
worn with a white singlet for modesty, particularly as an upcoming carnival would boast Girl Guide
competitors alongside the Boy Scout¥.

Later Saywelnodified thepaviliondesign, offeringnenonly and women only sectioris his poo)
separated ly a promenade piemndcoveringa vastl %2 acres of beach and watdihe facilities
offered fresh water showers, hot sea water bathgefreshmat room in which to partake tea, and
a boathouse on the northern end.

A famous feature of Saywell's Baths veggrominentsignin huge lettering, painted on the
galvanised iron sheets enclosing the women's baths, visible to people walking along the decking
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towards the end of the jettyThe message waedz Blaé¢kguards peep in, gentlemen passtixed

bathing wasntroduced in the early days of the 2@entury.

{legSttQa 26y FTrLYAf@ Sy22e&SR a¢AYYAydd | Aad azya
based at the baths®*°and the venue was so popular thate railways rara speciaSunday morning

service for cig-dwelling earlymorning bathers, departing Redfern Station at 6am and returning from
Rockdale Station at 8am.

Just as hevould elect not to persmally manage his hotegaywell leased the baths to a series of
managersCharles Lineke ran the baths in 190@n years later, the baths proprietor was James
McGrath,followed by Henry Riley in 191 1921 Saywell sold the batheaseto one of theSaywell
Terrace tenantsrenowned sculler Neil Mattersqrvho also ran the nearby boatshed for some
years 31

TheGrand Paradat Lady Robinsons Beach,
with Thomas Saywell's Brighton Baths, Brighton
LeSands, circa 191®hoto: Bayside Council Library

TheSaywell Tramway company asphalted a
pavement along the beadby the baths By 1924
this was in poor repair, witBaywell expecting
Rockdale Council to maintain the footpath. The
Council finally took action to repair the path, but
Saywell was outraged whehe Council
demanded half the cost be reimbursed by the
company for the section directly outside the businessgemy. Saywell argued that they had
generously paid for the original work and it was therefore incumbent on the Council to maintain it at
ratepayer<rost. Council sought advice from the Local Government Association, who argued
dubiouslythat donating a p#h to the local community was not in the legal definitionygdidQas
Australiadid not operate on a barter system of payment of goods arattels in kind. They

therefore could not claim they haglaidCor the path in the first place, and the argumenas
consequentlyinvalidated. Saywell owed them £842

In June 1927 a company, Brighton Baths Ltd, was formed to acquire the baths, boahdhed a
refreshment rooms. With an initial investment£10,000 and shares issued£dt each, the
Company Directors &e D. R. M. K. Rogers and C. Frasarthe venture did not last long*

I F3GSNJI { I & hisBaths@lasedRr8pladel By the
new counciHrun Brighton Baths (1928) at the end of Bay
Street Although commercial boatsheds continued to
operate for somdime, the provision of beach amenities
shifted from private interests to publicly owned facilities
with the council bempning toprovidefree amenitiesat the
beach such as the 193qicnic sheltermeasuringa
massivel40 x 30 feet, with revenuproduchg structures
above!3*

Thetimber boat shed on Lady Robinsons Bea@tightonLeSandE 6 A (i K Tedradeg i thé Q &
background Photo: Bayside Council Librad?
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The othersignificantrecreational facility along the Grand Parade wathur AshelyPemberton's

Ramsgate Bathsvhichwerelocatedat the corner of The Grand Parade éRdmsgate Road (Site
now occupied bya Coles Supermarket). Thathsopened in 1924 and closed in the late 1960s.

Well-appointed dressing sheds and a
sandy beghatt SYO SNIi2y Qa . I
Photo: Bayside Council Library
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Owner and operator ArthuPemberton
was an astute businessman who built the
baths without assistance from council or
its aldermen. Pemberton even lent the
council money to build roads in the
vicinity of his pool. In later years
Rockdale Council Alderman Peter Depena would state admiringlyPraberton was one of the
YSYy $6K2 WYIFIR8Q wlvyvYadaliSo

Arthur Pembertorextended an invitation to the Rockdale Mayor to officiate attB24opening
ceremony. Wherit KS | f RSNXY Sy 2F w201 RIFfS [/ 2dzyOAf @SNB | Ll
auspicious ocasion, there was much revelry in chambers.

I f RENYFEY |1 FGGSNBEESe 221 8RRz &, 2dQff KF@S G2 | LIS
offthespring2  NR¢ (2 ¢ KAdmanGekr§eFartestie2NNS LIt A SR aLUY | FNI A
RAAGAYIdAAK YBAaSET Ay GKFd NBaLSOG®E ! f RSNYEY Clh
KFE@S G2 GNRBI AT @2dz R2y Uil ocBedKyfiposictr? @3 ARSENE QM Vi d& |
KA 3K A RS ausifgiihg ealindilkchambiers tesdundwith laughter.t3

The Baths opened with great fanfare on Saturday 27 Septemberdt%®4dala in aid of the St
George District Hospital, a tradition which would caant for the opening of the season for the next
20 years. 138

The sun shone brightly on a warm spring day as the crowd was entertained with swimming, diving,
life-saving and water polo displays. The NSW Amateur Swimming Association organised races for
young svimmers, andhe air rang withaselection of merryunes played byrockdale Municipal

Band '*° The Mayoress, Mrs Fortescue, cut the ribb&he hospital was pleased to receive the

entire proceeds of the da§46/15/1/. 14°

Themodernbathswere the envy othe Sydney swimming world, beiggnstructed ofgligening,
white-tiled concrete, filled witHreshsea water pumped from Botany Bd§: Theymeasureds0
yards(45m)long,12 yardg11m)wide, 3 % fee{1m)at the shallow end and 8 ¥ feg&.5m)at the
deepend. An innovative runnel along the lengthtbé pool siphoned off excess water, reducing the
rebound of the water agitated by the swimmeifday, this is considered a standard part of pool
design'“? Diving boards elevated on higtiving platforms providd scope for further water sports

for the moredaring youngsters

Unlike the beautiful weather which graced the opening of the pool, rain drenched the specstors
the swimming galavhich washeld two months lateron 1 Novembey butthe downpourdid not
dampen the spiris of the crowdDespite the inlement weather, the swimmers were in a festive
mood, as the day commencedith a fete and exhibition swim by famo@ympian lonedistance
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swimmerAndrewBoyXharlton.The champion swimmer was highly compkamtary of the new
facilities,

"They are the bst in Australia and very favourable for breaking records. | only hope they
build the new baths at Manly on similar line&*®

The pool rapidly gained in popularitypening 6am t®pm daily,with thousands of pople making
the trek to Ramsgate by tram ornveeekend during the heat of the summer seastfiand
thousands more school children attending swimming carnivals and regional s@tmmisetitions!4®

There were some proponents of the netted swimming enclosures preferred the open nature of

the waters ofBotany Bay, but Pemberton vigorously defended the cleanlinelss pbol, assuring

the public it was scrubbed four times per week and the sea water replaced every evening, pumped
directly from the bay by a 5 horsepower electric pump?46 147

When critics attempted to blacken the reputation of his establishmBetnberton took action,
publishinga public notice in the local newspaper, includabptter from the Rockdale Council Town
Clerk endorsing the cleankss othe pool Hethreatened to prosecute anyone spreading false and
malicious rumours about his busingds.

The rumour mill was always ready to grind however, and in 1926 rusmaungers claimed that
pools such as Ramsgate Baths were the source of chs$gshoid, which was patently untrué?®

Despite its detractors he business was so successful that Pemberton built a secondirpd@26,0f
a similar size to the first® The following year he added a dance pavilion and tea roérhis 1929
Pemberton conmissiaed a tiled baby's pool 6 inch€s5cm)to 18 incheg45cm)deep,while the
older children ran around under a cascade of wassuingforth from the spraying machinerywhich
wascapable of spraying 30,000 gallons of sea water per Hétr.

Pembertan was & entrepreneur regularlyadding attractions to attract large crowds the winter

of 1931 he opened the baths for a seasoswfmming andishing just in time for Good Friday

when everyone, devout or otherwise, ate fisthe second Olympic poehks filed with fourhaulsof

fish per dayaround 2 tons of bream, trevally, flathead, whiting, tailor and muket. a small feef
sixpence per dayhe fishermencouldhire afishing lineand purchase bait. Patrons were encouraged
to catch as much fisas they wereable andtake them home for dinner. To keep the toddlers
entertained, he turned th&® K A f RAW iit@an aquarium for thgoungsterso view the fish in

0 K S A NJstelAS atzidddéd incentiv@rizes were offereddr the best catcleach weekend!>?
15410 193 he took it a step further and instituted a miniature zoo attractigith cute ringtail

possums angheekymonkeys!®®

Thel 2 an@rikeys made good security guar@giring1948, Olympichopeful Bruce Bourksvorked
all day and couldot get to the pool foswimtraining before its daily closur€oncerned that he
might not make selection for the teamelsoonhad a bright idedo jump the fenceat night and
train alone in the dark. Things did not turn out quite apested. When hedapt the boundary, he
wasgreeted by the screeches of tldgarmedmonkeys. The nexdvening he returned with a bag of
peanuts to successfully bribe his way Tine determined swimmesompleted hidate-night swim
undisturbed.Thedaringtrespassaid offwhen he gained a place on th®ndon Olympisteam. 1°¢
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L'YAYIFE SyOt2adaNBa G tSy
Baths.Photo: Bayside Council Library

. Pembertonalso held a lease on a
camping area in Cook Park at Ramsgate
Council asked him to construct lavatory
blocks on the sitat his own expensim
1935. Aldermen Barton and Depena
~| suggested the council approach

. Pemberton to ask under what terms he

] 2 would consiler relinquishing his lease on

the plcnlc area, as they felt it should be under Iocal government coritrdlater that yar he was
accusedf taking over public land not designated in his led8&-inally, ouncil took ovethe area
at the leaseexpirationin 1938.Pemberton had erected 60 picnic tables in the parkich were
always packed with families enjoying the greatdoors in the summeMWhen the camping area
closed he generously allowed them to remain in place for the benefit of the local contyupi 16

Arthur Pemberton was the king of promotional activitiéesy’ Moo KS KSf R ,RFAf & Wt
where he tosse®50 pennies into the air for the children to catéft The youngsters loved the

addition ofa steepslippery dip which landed theninto the waterwith a mighty splash. It was

claimed to be the first of its kind ithe state 152When fishermen caugta feet(2.5m) long shovel

nosed shark in the Bay, Pemberton purchased iE®IR, placing it in a aquarium on sitePeople

YENDBStEE SR G GKS FTAAKQAa RAAGAYOUAOGST GNRI y3Idz | NE
light brown, faintly spotted body-¢3

¢ KS 0 (i KQ ahe KevlyiBaugdratdddREmsgate Amateur Swimnaing Lifesavin€lul

alreadyboasted over 50 member$®* % and the pool rapidly attracted tofevel swimmers and

important carnival competitions and championshiff8 Within a short perid of time the baths

became the competitive headquarters of four additional cluldéorth Ramsgate Amateurs and

Ramsgate League men's clubs, Ramsgate Amateurs and Ramsgate League ladles' clubs. The clubs
described Arthur Pemberton as eager to offer assistangeR 2 F | WoNKIKG RA &AL aA(

Many schools, including St George Girls School and St George Boys School, held their annual

swimming carnival, at the Baths, with Pemberton regularly sponsoring swimming trophies. He
activelysupportedthe Ramsgate AmateBwimming and Lifesaving Cldf.The pool hosted weekly

club competitionsyvater polo, divinglife-saving championshipR A & G NA Ot a OK22f Qa OI NJ
championship swimming events, attracting the best swimmers from around Sydney for the inter

club compditions.

11 October 1931, Baptism &amsgateBaths.Photo: The Sun

169

In 1931Ramsgatdathswas the setting foa fullimmersion
baptism ceremonygonducted bythe Assemblies of God
Church, which had recently opened its first church in Sydney
at Rockdad. Both fully clothed church members and bathers
in swimming costumes lined the pool to observe the white
robed baptismal candidates being immersed in the water.
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Although the Baptistenominationhad practiced adult immersion since the 17th centwgult
baptism was still a noveliy the early20™ century. Thre local newspapers considered this a rather
unusual eventespecially as it was be held in a public pte rather than a church™

A similar event held in Newcastle the following year drew fotbusation and protest from the

020K GKS SadlofAaKSR OKdzZNDKSa |yR d'KE"mSgOl ait s
contrast, there was barely a ripptd comment following the Brighton baptism ceremgaythough

admittedly this was @rivately-ownedestablishment rather than a council run swimming baths.

t SYOSNI 2y Qa | 3INEBSYS yatiRamjatdemdngrates kv Spemifdedhe 2 v &
was, as this was a relatively controversial moMgernatively, grhaps Pemberton simply considered
any publicitywas good publicity.

Pemberton was ahilanthropic,generous mamho demonstrated exemplary civic pride and
community spirit. He supplielis functionhall for numerous community meetings and opened the
baths venue free of charge fananycarnivas including dundraiser organised by the Scarborough
Ward Unemployed Relief Association. The event opened specthculitin Stan Thomas
parachuting from a plane at J@00 feet to make a notable entrance to the sitinfortunately, he
missed the drop zonby 200m, landing in the swamp with32feet (10m)spreadof silk billowing
around him. Undeterred, the crowd salliéorth to meet him on the ground and fored a

procession back to the baths to meet the Mayor, Alderman Barttn.

Children rushed aroundamouring for sweets and toffee apples, while adults purchased tickets for
a spin of the wheel, hoping to win alumimiuproducts, chocolates, or groceries for the pantry.
Contestants vied for bingo prizes or competed in informal games such as the badisket bace,
where entrants inflated a balloon then batted it into a bucket placed some distance dway.

t SY o S Nu#Ellavgsaldo offered without fee for a weekly Thursday night dance in aid of
Scarborough Ward Unemployed Relief Association, which wasnesllyeactive and inventive in
organising a proliferation of fundraising events. The money raised at these eveningsed®

subsidise a wage for men undertaking Relief Employment activities for Rockdale Council. In this way
the community benefited from mjects such as laying footpaths or removal of sand from the dunes,
while enjoying a variety of local entertainment tigns, and feeling a sense of pride that they were
contributing to the relief of families suffering hardship during the DepresSion.

Pembeton also supported Cudgelo, the Junior Red Cross sehside locatedchear his own home
in AlfredStreet, Ramsgate ytplacing a wishing well in the pool grounds, where donors could toss a
coin into the waters for the benefit of the charity/’

The RamsgatLeague of Swimmers was based there in the 1930s, flingidbspite a significant
proportion of their members beingnemployedduring the DepressiarPemberton was a patron of
the cluh 1"8and in 1928 the Ramsgate Amateur Ladies Club was formed, witRdvinberton
nominated asts patron, " while her husbandvas elected President of the Ramsgate Amateur
Swimming and Lifesaving CId#.

Pemberton built a abovegroundbeginne® poolespeciallydesigned for children learning to swim
featuringfigures of he seven dwarves, dogs and frogaistralianstudentFrank Whitebrook was

studying for a Doctorate in Physical Education in California. As part of his thesis work he devised an
innovative swimming method of teaching children firstly to swim backstrokeeratian dog paddle,

and Arthur Pemberton was only too ger to give him the use of the pool for his experiments.
Whatever the benefits of this new approach, it never took off, but at the time it was claimed
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children could learn to swim more swiftly and aiut fear. It was a long way from the era when
being taght to swim involved throwing children into the water to sink or swifh.

In latter years the profitability of the pool declined dramatically. When Pemberton died of a heart
attack2 Octoberl968, hisestate was valued at $29,175, consisting of sharesnodest brick

cottage at 107 Alfred Streeteal estateinvestmentsand cash. However the last Profit and Loss
Statement for the period 1 Jurte 2 October 1968 shows that his wages bill alone stocBilé79,

for the four-month period, exceeding the bath kings, which were a paltry $124, leaving him (and
his estate) with a loss of $693.83.

According to the will, which was drawn up in 1960, the estate was difaedvays between his
wife and busines partner Sarah, and hiisree children Henry Leis Pemlerton, Albert William
Pemberton and Emma Nellie Jean Sjostr@msequentlythe bathing business was sol§?

CKSNE 6SNBE y26 Y2NBE FNBS fSA&dzZNE 2LJiA2¥pal I f2y3 ¢
Baths at Brighton and Sans Souci. Tastes wenegihg and the public no longer required

extravagant bathing pavilions. Families enjoyed swimming in the bay in the rexitddsures and

picnicking along the foreshores under the pine tree in Cook.Palitht SY 6 S NIi 2 ghowing . | (1 K a
such poor financialgrformance, even iArthur Pemberton had not died, it is doubtftiie swimming

poolwould have remained open for much longer.

After PembertoQ & Rarouisofions were considered by developers. MEvans proposed
building anaquarium butopted nottoli I { S dzLJ 6 KS @SyR2NDa 2FFSNI 2F bo
SE2NDAGEHFYGZ WNARAOdzZ 2dz&aQ FyR®B G Sl ad bPmnnZnnn 2

Much to the dismay of many who retained fond childhood memorieheif days at the bathghe
site was sold foa supermarket development projecColes submitted an applicatita Rockdale
Council and the State Planning Authoffily a 25,000 square fedR,322 nf) retail structure with 49
car spacesEventually counitagreed to the developmentvith an increase t@0 car spaces and
several beautification modification§? 18

C2NXSNJ aAGS 2F tSYOoSNIz2y
New World supermarket, corner of The
Grand Parade and Ramsgate Road,

Ramsgate Beach, early 197@%oto:
Bayside Council Library

COLES VEW WosLD

In 2018 The council deciddo beautify

Pine Park alongside The Grand Parade at

Ramsgate, an area that had once been

GKS aAdS 2F tSYOSNI2yQa

in the 1920s. The park was looking tired
S and run down, with patchy grass,

practlcal but ugly, concrete walkways, and viewstoucted by the clutter of parked cars. The $4.5

million plan would include seawall repairs, construction ok Ramsgate beach plazzomplete

with newtiered stairs to the beachgrassed terracesnodern paving,scenidookouts contemporary

park furriture, andenhancedighting. Installation of acessibility rampgogether withenhancenent

of the existingpedestrian promenade and cyclewagempleted the picture.
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The masterplan had been on a slowlmince 2013, but new funding fromtt@S RSN} f D2 GSNY Y S
Stronger Communities Fursthdi KS  O2 dzy OA f Qa {woifdda dvdilable to tinflertake NRX I { A ;
a comprehensive overhaul of the area, with an expected cetigal date of June 2019. A key

comporent would be removal of the Carruthers Drive parking area and restoration of the waterside

area to cyclists and walkerGarruthers Drive at Sandringham Streets formally closed to vehicles

following a motion passely Council at its meeting in August1®) 186187

Bayside council gave the-gtvead to commence construction in February 2018 and by July a

YI NBOStf2dza OKAf RNByQa L IF@3aNRdzyR KFR 0SSy I RRSR
yet to commence?® Pareris kept a watchful eye as theahildren enjoyed the active play areas

clambering in it nets, and precariouddglandng on the log&nd stepping bouldetsThe project was

designedo keepactive@ 2 dzy 34 G SNE I YdzZaSRI 6AGK 2153 WRGKSNI RSO
although inevitably othersolund fault. Some parents were inclined to quibble that it was unfenced,

and toddlers might run onto The Grand Paratfe.

In September, Bayside Council Mayor 8dtavinovski
turned the first sodfor the next stage oftte project
announcing,

G ¢ KA & e dilioMdleR safer waterfront promenade

with better foreshore access for pedestrians, park users and

cyclists. These improvements to our open spaces will create

a dynamic recreational resource our community can enjoy.

There will be some imnveniencep dzi A G A f%¥ 6S 62|

Brighton Le Sands beachfront 20Q@hoto: Bayside Council
Library
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Brighton Municipal Baths

The/ 2 dzy €@hiti@uarmeshenclosedVgivCBrighton Bath€ommenced construction in 192a
few hundred yards south dhe decayng{ I & ¢ St f Thé&werelcanfolatedn Februaryl928 at
a cost 0f£14,000 for the pool anéi16,000 for the dressing sheds. Stretchin@ $ards(108 m)

along the beachfront, the netting extended 75 ya(@8 m)into the Bay encompassing an area of
2.5 acres of water to a depth of 15 fe@t.5m) and 0.75 acres of sandy bea#&wide promenade
ran atop the flatroofed dressing sheds, withcgntralrotunda, which hosted summertime bd
concerts 1°! Brighton Bathsvere wellequipped with30-feet (9m)-high diving boards, diving wheels
and slippery dips and offered popular night swimming sessiemstteen éectricflood lights
illuminated the promenade and enclosure for night swimming, amiogners could take ateamer
from Kurnell to the wharf at the endf the promenade!®21%

2 ]

. The diving tower at Brighton Bath®hoto: Bayside
{ Council Library

TheCouncil advertised the position of Baths
Manager inate 1928, calling for a married couple,
preferably with lifesaing and ambulance
experience, to run the opation for£8 per week
for the 19281929 seasogommencing in
. September They appointedir and MrsSeaburn
—F . for the opening seasof® Seaburn was only

il Ul employed for one season, although heapplied
for the job the following year. Possibly the decision tmtetain him was influenced by an argument
he had with the Town Clerk P. Sommerville, who Seaburn accused of sacking pool staff without
consulting him, and subsequently appointing the bureau@ratvn choice tahe positions.
Sommerville hotly denied thi%

As opening day dawned the temperature was ideal for swimpasgunshinesparkled on the clear

waters of Botany Baylhe officiakceremonyby Rockdale Mayor B.Gardinertook place on Saturday

15 Septembr 1928where a crowd of around 5,000 witnessthe raising of the flag, while his wife

cut the ribbon.Embarrassingly, the flag was hoisted upside down, prompting afédecomments

FNRY (KS Llzof A0 4KAOK KS NBodzid SR 3t ABAE gA0GKX
guard of honouwasformed by the swimming club and the Brighton Lifesaving Céuta the

ceremony wasiccompanied by robust strains of music rened by the Rockdale Municipal Band.

The day concluded with a concert played by the Kogarah Muniggoad.*®” 18

The baths wee an immediate success. On its first October holiday Monday opening, 10,000 people
passed through the gates, with 1,000 of theravelling across the bay from Kurnell by public
steamer.!®® The Council congratulated itself on the popular and financial ssceéthe new

facilities.

In its 1928 opening season almost half a million people swam at Brighton Baths, and it either made a
profit or broke even for the first few years, although this was not to continue indefind®{or the
beginning of the seasonaiber to December 1931, Rockdale Council recorded 57,044 persons
paying for admission to the shagroof swimming baths, with antendance of 4,532 visitors in the

final week of the year?®!
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The bathing enclosure remained hugely popular, but it soon imecapparent that such facilities
requiredongoingcouncil funding to remain viable. Bye early fiftiesthe baths lost abouf486 per

year, but continued to beheavily patronised. The usual weekend attendance of 7,000 people did not
cause congestiorasthe venuewas capable of holding massivel0,000people 22

Ly fF3GS MpHBT LINA2NI 62 GKS . NOIKI2ROSNIKaAGRaGQSY
job and 27 additiongbositions in the local pres$he running of the Council was a more modest

affair than today, so the Rockdale Council Aldermen were expecting to choose the successful

candidates themselves. They were thienee quite shocked when 400 people applied, and the

council chambers were swamped with applications for this highly desivednlle. It was obviously

impossible for the aldermen to read each resume single council meeting, let alone make a

decision. Thg convened a Special Meeting to discuss the problem. It was eventually resolved to

appoint only the Baths Manager, who woulen personally interview and select his new stiff.

They selected Frank Sandimm the management role and left him to sort througie huge pile of

resumes over the next monti®

Joe Cahill, Premier of NSW was an early morning regular at Brighton &ty swimming a great

way to keep fit and meet the strenuous demands of pedif®® He commenced early morning dips at
NRAIKG2Y AY MPpHDE & GKS FANBRG OdzaG2YSNI 2F GKS vy

with FrankSandormanaging the bathor the next 29 years, retiring in 1958. As Cahill presented a

parting gift tothe outgoing manager, he commented thaivhether the weather was rough or

smooth, the geniality of the Brighton Baths' manager remained unrufff@8The politician was

popula with his aquatic mates, who sent a wreath to his 1959 funeral with a carshgtaimply,

QFNRY GKS SIFENIG@YY2NYyAYy3d A6AYYSNREPQ

Brighton Baths promenade, 195®hoto:
Bayside Council Library

The Brighton Baths Promenade rapidly
became a popular place for

| entertainment during the midl930s,

with Rockdale Municipal Band, Rockdale
BoysBand and the Salvation Army brass
bank playing around 20 opeair concerts
a year from October to Aprit%

An Amusement Hall was constructed in
1930 at a cost 0E17,864, wheh housed

an eclectic selection of entertainment
over the years; MernGo-Roundand kiosk (1931933), Dodgem Boats (193435), Miniature Cars
(19351937) SkatingRink ( 1948L969),picnicshelter with chairs and tables. By the late sixties it was
dilapidated both structurally and aestheticallgnd in sore need of investment. Thikentele for the
skating rink was in declingrompting theowner, Mr Wardop,to declare hewas prepared to forfeit

the lease for a satisfactorsettlement?®® Baths Manager M&ndon suggested converting it into an
indoor heated pool?*°

Mr Kalyk of Belmore Smallgoods Pty Ltd offered to purchase the éemlefurbishthe structureas

a restaurant, function space and takeaway kiosk. He encouraged council to open the battfs free o
charge in order toncreasepatronage. The councillors debated on the matter for some time. There
was concern over the parking issoe the busy Grand Parade.
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As for free admission, thBaths ManagerMr Sandondid na consider this advisable. The argant
was that it would save council money, but he pointed out that there was always a need for
supervision, lifeguards and cleaners and therefore the wages bill would not be substantially reduced.

Perhaps it is not surprising that the baths were losing ayonhen one considers the entrance

charges stood at 10 cents for adults, 5c children and pensioners, 2c for school groups and a bargain
$9 for the season ticket. The y&@lbudgetdeficit stood at $657.86 in1965, rising to $15,404.47 in
1968. Councik Enance Committeeonsidered the idea of offering free admissionsamply a cost

cutting measure designed t@ducebudgetlosses They recommended the opposite course of
action;an increase in entrance fees to match those of similar pools. They sugdéstéadr adults

and 10c for children, which was the rate at Ramsgate Baths.

Eventually the council decided to call for tenders to remodel the AmusementS$taliors Citizens

Hall and Baths Amenities Buildifig After advertising a disappointingwo tendea's were received

Initially, Mr Wile<tender for a5-year,$1,000 per annum leasgasaccepted. Wiles, who was an
experiencel pool operatorfrom Sans Souci Baths, had plenty of ideas to attract patrons, including
installing floats, trampolines, sauna, aoffering swim classe$t? The contracts were never signed.
Council decided to defer the lease of the pool, and instead raised entrance charges to 15c¢ per adult
and 5c per child, despite numerous letters of complaint about the incré&sét*

Theyreadvertised for tenders again the following yedhis time for a 24year lease?'® The issusof
the pavilion redevelopment wergot resolveduntil 1971, when popular restaurante Sands opened
in the former dressing shed&® The baths took a little longe

By thelate 70s the once magnificent battwerein a sorry state of decawith crumbling timbers

and rusty wire meshrhere wadittle room for swimming in its shallow waters, due to shifting sands.
Visitor numbers to thgool, which had formerly attrated 10,@0 swimmers on a summ@rday had
dwindled to a handful, and the structurgasunsound. Legal liability was becoming an issueiand
1978on the advice of thig insurance companyhe council decided thevooden promenade
surrounding the bath&iadto go.After demolition, dl that remained was a rusted wire enclosure

and a few skewed piles emerging from the watEne following yeaRockdale Coungiletitioned the
government for a $300,000 grant to replace it wittnadern concreteand nylonmeshpool.

When interviewed by tle Sydney Morning Herald, Alderman Moatated that dThe new pool will
be nothing like its forerunner, there's just no demand any more for majestic structures liké this
will have two concrete walls from whigloungsters and adultsan fish and a concrete platform at
one end with the mouth closed by nylon, mest!

The demolition of Brighton Baths, 1978
Photo: Bayside Council Library

One local club lost its home as a result of
the demolition. The Brighton Bas

Athletic Club was foned in 1910 by
Newtown footballers, whose fitness
routines involved walking two hours

each Sunday to enjoy a swiifhe

council offered the men alternative
rooms underneath the dressing sheds
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where they continued to meet for an egrinorning swim or to ree on a Sunday.

The club remained oldtyle, sparsely furnished with a snooker table, table tennis table, a few chairs

FYR Iy SOtSOGAO YAE 2F 3JeyY SlidaAaLySyidiod ¢KS &AYLIK S
1980s the membershiwas 300, with a waitig list. In thel990s membership had reduced to 240

and women made a push to joihd club, much to the indignation of theld-schoolmembers, who

were highly resistant to chang&? Although the membership is aging, it continues tpdacked

away in the dwer level of the old pavilioradjacent to Le Sands restaurant.

Brighton Baths pavilion and dressing
sheds B50s.Photo: Bayside Council Library.

In 2007 Rockdal€ouncil decided to
spend $1 million on upgrading the
Brighton Baths amenity block and

- creating a new entrance from the

- boardwalk. The buildingoused the
- | Botany Bay Coastal Patrol and Greek Hall
of Fame, who were moved to other
premises. It alsincluded the Brighton
| Kiosk, Signature Café and a function
room, all leased for 21 years by

" restaumateur Peter Antonopoulgsvho
roject.

Council undertook to upgrade the boardwalk to the tune of $2.4 million. The result was the addition

of al fresco restaurantables ranging along the boardwaladed by an awning, with expansive

views of the sparkling blue waters of the bay and its swimming enclosure. Today the facility is shared

o8 | OFFS YR GKNBS NBaGldz2NIyGaz PSS {IyRaszx wSLlz0
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Ramsgate &hs sharkproofingthe bay

Rockdale enjoyed a reputation as a progressive and innovative council with excellent civic facilities.
The mesh swimming enclosuaé Brighton waghe envy of other councils such as Manly and
Randwick, who contded Rockdale Council to ask forarmhation on the costs and organisation of

the baths, as they were considering offering similar facilifi&s.

A netted bathing enclosure was, and still is, perceived as a necessary precaution to prevent shark

attack in tre Bay. In 1930 a huge 9 fegtnch(2.92 m) tiger shark was seen cruising the waters.

Local fishermen tried to net it several times without success, with one local tossing a tomahawk in its
direction, striking it near the dorsal fin. Eventually the unfimrate fish was captured and killeld.

struggled violently inthe nets, by’ £ £ A d&a O2y (i2NIlA2ya 6SNB 2F y2 |
glda RN} IISREI o0SHOSys 2yi2 GKS 0SIOKoOW t2aA0A0S A
observing tle tomahawk damage to its back.

Accading to Macquarie University researchers, sharks will bite when they mistake humans for food,

Ff 6K2dZAK GKS@ R2y Qi fA1S SFiAy3a KdzYty 2t SaK | yR
Misconceptions aboundedndstill persist today, so naturalthe sharkwasmelodramatically
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By 1935 the Ramsgate Park Beach and District Improvement Associatiagitedisg for a shark

proof enclosure at Ramsgat&B OKX ¢gKAOK g¢g2dzf R NAGIE t SYBSNI2YyQa
225There were also proposals to investigate construction of pools at North Brighton and Dolls Point.

226 ater that year a mother and her savyearold daughter were paddling in 2 fe@0cm) of

water at Ramsgate, when a large group of Public Works employees working nearby spotted a shark

FYR GKS ONEB 2F GakKIFINJ] ¢ 6Syid dzLls Ol dagdwiy3d GKS LI yA
escaped beingitten by the creature, which no doufgproponentsof the netted pools saw as

vindication for their plang?’

Arthur Pemberton weighed into the argument, writing in a missive to council that he considered that
there were already sufficient bathing faciliién the area (presumably an oblique referencei® h

own baths business), and they should defer the erection of a ghrardf net until such time as the
Brighton Baths were making a profit.

Despite the fact that his stance was ssdfrving, he aldermenagreed with hin?2 BrightonBaths

were running at dauge£2,000 deficit annually, sibwasunlikelythat Rockdale councillors would

vote in favour of costly projects like pool nettingeanwhile the Ramsgate Lifesaving Club tried

netting the beach for thdolidays period in 1936, snaring a large sharkhagrocess. This caused

some dispute amongst aldermen as to whether a club should be allowed to conduct netting

activities whenitwas?2 dzy OA f Q& NBaLRyaArAoAfAde G2 Yineyhgl Ay (K
by the club was refused?®

The ouncil daced an unfixed net at Ramsgateetfollowing season. The net had to be dragged in

and out of the water each weekend, requiring considerable time and effort. Consequitetyy

made the decision to ere@ piles placed60 feet(18 m)out from the low tice mark and 250 fegf76

m) apart, for the purpose of affixing the nét’ By the end of the year the matter had not been

resolved The Lands Department offerd@ockdale CouncW LIS NXY' A a4 & A @S 2 GlmdilJ y O QX
only wanted permission to erect two pilesather than the financial implications of a netted pool

enclosure. Thus, the matter was stymied for the time befdy.
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By 1941 various clubs and associations were vyinthéoerection of a new netted enclosure in
locations up and down the Bay. Howevaithough the state government had finally offered to assist
with the cost, some Rockdale Council aldermen felt that such expense would be a frivolous luxury in
light of thehuge government expenditure needed for the war effort. Others considered the pnggoi
maintenance costs a burden, while Alderman Guess argued that if everything was to be stopped
because of the war, then the council might as well close down. He lobbiednimre longterm
planningapproachfor life after the war.?3?

ltwas apitythecdzy OAf KIFR y20 GF 1Sy dzLJ) thekdlowindyearthe2 GSNY YSy
state government was more cautious with its spending and conscious of the need to preserve

supplies for the war effort. The Director of Supply informed the Council that they wuatithe

permitted to purchase chain wire mesh for repair of the existing net at the Brighton Baths.

Interestingly, it was referred to as a blubber net rather than a sharkfpeaclosureOf course, the

net could not keep out jelly blubbers, so this wasgoé nonsense, no doubt dowplayingdown its

importance and ignoring the public safety issue in favour of policies it considered more importan

than the needs of the bathingublic.?33

Eventually the sharproof enclosurevas constructecit Ramsgate in thiate 1940s but in 1956

some practical jokers carried out a dangerous prakliminutive 3-foot 6 inch(1.06 m)grey nurse

shark was discovered cruising the waters instieenclosure. After sounding the alarm and

ushering swimmers from the pool, two &mprising lads from the Ramsgate Lifesaving Club secured
a fishing line and a couple of mutton chops from the café at the baths, with the aim of catching their
prey. The shi took the bait eagerly, but when they tried to pushhitough thenet, it was bundto

be an impossible taslObviouslysomeone had dumped the shark in the pool and the net was

secure Eventually the shark was removed with some diffictft.

Swimmersat Ramsgate Bthssuffer from a

surplus of sand 3 October 19#hoto: Bayside
Courtil Library

The bathsat Ramsgate Beadiave had a mixed fate, with most of the enclosure filled with sand in
1970, offering a slim crescent of water fawvimming.The original enclosure was demolished in
1973, leaving a few timber piles protrudingiin the sand. A new netted structure was installed in
1975 butthe baths closed from 1991997 due to beach erosiomhen the revers problem
occurred.*> All but 10 of theold piers were removed in 1999 and a contemporary floating net
installed. This wasnewed in 2015 at a cost of $10,06¢5.

Much to the dismay of the Ramsgdiéesavers, and particularly the Nippers, the problesn

occurred in 2017, with shihg sandand the complete disappearance of the beaahegedlycaused

by dredging for the PomBotany expansion. There was no capacity for races to begin on the now non
existent beach, athe partially submerged, mossy rock®&re hazardous to negotiatandthe water
lapped the promenade?”
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The matter was not resolved until the following year, whieea NSW Office of Environment offered
Bayside Council a $245,000 grant to combat beach erosion at Ramggateled they matched it
dollar for dollar. Countiaccepted theoffer butwere unhappy that ratepayers had to foot the bk
the State Governma project at Port Botany had been tigimarycause of the problenilo add
insult to injury, the grant was only a fraction of the real cost of beaskoration along the full
length of Lady RobinssiBeach.

An indignaniCouncillor Andrew Tsounis toldgh.eader newspaper

¢
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extending the runways, deepening the pattedging the desalination plant pipework
through the years

Work was expected to begin #019duringthe off-season, with a projectedompleion date of
November2019, ready for the summer peak®

1960sExtract froma map of Rockdale Municipality
shows Brighton and Ramsgate Baths on The Grand
Parade.Located further south, theDolls Point
Bathswere closedand the nets removedn 2016
when repeated efforts to remove the buildip of
sand failed 2% Photo: Bayside Council Library
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Lifesavingilong The Grand Parade

Drowning in the Bay has always been a risk. In 1929 a thigeanold boy named Jack Rdyaas
praised for his quick thinking when he saved a young fisherman from drowning. Donald Underwood
was perched on a girdevith his fishirg rodin hand,when he suffered a fainting spell, and fell into

the water. Young Jack was paddling about the Baydanoe, when he noticed the floating boy. He
Lzt £t SR ! YRSN¥22RQa KSI R | orRagddisimyljoagdeNmihugeguntie St f SR ¥
someone on the beach recognised the dangerous situation. In a flash of desperation and quick
thinking,nearby pectatorWalter Holland broke the lock on the nearby boatshed to access a
rowboat, which he used to row 25 yards into the Bay. He then dhgiye youth into the boat and
returned to shore. Once on dry land he was able to resuscitate the unconscious Wadierwkile

waiting for the ambulance. Jack was modest when bystanders hailed him a hero, reluctantly
accepting a shilling as a bravery rewdiidwill mark it, and keep it as a memento of this day," he
declared 24

While individual acts of civilian heroisame much applauded, there has long been a need for

organised lifesaving along the beaches of The Grand Parade.1Sittgdocal lifesavinglub

members have trained assiduously and rescued thousands of people who mistakenly think of Botany
Bay as a calnsafe swimmingare& 2 O02Yol 4 GKS 3ISySNIft Lzt AdQa A3F
and the foolishness of people who enter the water despiteinability

to swim, ®veral lifesaving clubs were formetbng the route of The

Grand Parade; Ramsgate Lifesaviidp, the Brighton Lifesaving Club
SouthBrighton Lifesaving Clublorth Brighton Lifesaving Cluhich

folded in 1937 and the Brighton ldies Lifesaving Club, formed in 1930

with 16 foundational memberslhe Surf Lifesavirgocietydid not
recognisevomen, so thevomenaffiliated with the Royal Lifesaving
Society?*!

Members of the BrightoriLadiesLifesaving Club; Joan Stewart, Anita
Davey, Betty Humphreys, and llene Black pose for the Sun newspaper
in 1941 .Photo: The SuR*?

Mostg 2 Y Sy Qsitlisb@ridetr@ound 1935 although the Brightortadiesclub was revived in 1940

trained by the Manager of Brighton Municipal Baths Mr Sanduming the war it was proposed that

womenQ &  GHowlzbreform to replace the male lifesavers who had enlisted. Somewhat

condescendingly, the secretary of the Royal Life Saving Society H.W. Walker informed reporters that,

W2 2yYSy O2dz R y 2 (A daNil yNS aiGdsS 3550 Nalhdkily ¢2%dz R 6S + I NS
Some clubs refused point blank to consider enrolling wommembers, because they were not

considered strong enough*3 244

The formation of lifesaving clubs encouraged tourism along the bai. & erection of a shark
lookout tower, people felt even more secure, and numbers bathing at beaches along The Grand
Parale doubled in 1923, compared with the recent years. There was an unexpected bonus in the
reduction of crime along the beaches of 30%he same year, partially attributed to the presence of
the lifesaving clubg#®

The first club to be founded was the Brign Le Sands Lifesaving Clulormed in 1915Rockdale
Council called for tendeiig 1918 to buildthese civieminded volunteera lifesaving shed at
BrightonBeach 26 Although the shed was technically owned by the council, the club felt fairly
possessig about the structure and was reluctant to hire it out to other organisations. When the St
George Hospital Laes Committee and the Bghton Ratepayers Association wanted to hire the
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would exclude the people for whom it was constructed i.e. lifesaRoskdaleCouncil eventually

decided dter some debate to leave it to the lifesavers to decide who should or should not use the
Shed?47 248 249

As the club grewRocklale Council builan extension to he Lifesavers Habpened by Alderman
E.G. Bartohn December 1936The clutbegan to share its new enlarged premisehjch became
focal point for numerousocal organisations such as the Scarborough Ward UnempRgédf
Associationthe BrightonLe Sands Social Clamd Brighton Masonic Lodge’

North Brighton Lifesaving Cluas dissolved in 1937. They had stored their equipment in a shed in
Cook Park at North Brightpthe structure measuring 20 x 30 fg@ m x 9m), andvalued at around
£80. 1t was unrealistic to think that the unoccupied shed would remain free from vasrdalihe
council was startled to discover in February 1938 that the disusedshédisappeared overnight.
Various local®iadscavenged partsf the structure, one man selling his shaoeMr Glendenning,

who lived in one of the nearby cottages. His wiésared the council inspector that her husband
possessed a sales rece{ph unlikely story in the circumstanceblt subsequent enquiries cltu

not ascertain the culprit. Councillors were mollified that they had not invested in the shed other
than providematerials for the volunteers who constructed it was theheight of the Great
Depression. Presumably there were many peopléesperateneed of building materials, possibly
eventhe? NSAARSY(1aQ 2F GKB®¥SE| Nbe K2YStSaa Ol YLo

The formation of Ramsgate Lifesaving Club was
discussed by local residents at a meeting in the
Ramsgate Beach Kiosk in 1933. It was officially
affiliated with the Ryal Lifesaving Society the
following year. Rockdale Council, always keen to
support commurtly organisations, gave them an old
_ shed affectionatelyknown as¥he BarQlocated on

i the easternside of The Grand Parade, in which to hold
' meetings and store agpment.

WY¢ KS Ramdgted Kesaving sherhoto Bayside Council Library

ar
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occupancybf the beach but were refused’ he aldermen were not amenable tcetidea that public
beach areas should be reserved for private intere®tDuring the 1950s the club asNSW State

| KFYLIA2Y F2NJ AAE O02yasSOdziagsS &SI NAZ odzi GKSANI KS

age and no longer met the requirements bktorganisation After a concerted fundraising program,
and with the generous gqport of numerous local organisationslight and airyclubhouse was built
in 1959in a contemporary stylepn thecornerof The Grand Parade and Ramsgate Rdad.
increasedspace for storagdraining andfunctions,illuminatedwith natural light from &rge

windows, was bliss compared with tloéd, rough, dark, windowless shet?®
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19590pening ceremonyRamsgate Lifesaving Club

corner The Grand Parade and Ramsgate Road
Photo: Bayside Council Library

TheBrightonand Ramsgatelubs were soon very
active, holding lifesaving displays and organising
carnivalswhere the rivals strove to prove which was
' the best clul?®

: A -~ The South Brighton (diasked council for free
admissia to Bnghton Mun|C|paI Bathf®r members o patrol. Their reasonableequest was

refused.The aldermen considered that sufficient concessions were already offered to the club
through free use of the club rooms, provision of a secure deposit box and tise loaths for drilling
exercises. They instead proposed a donatiothie club.The Honorary Beach Inspectors, G. Grevett,

J. Reid and J. Jenkins, were so incensed that they tendered their resignations from the role. Despite
the willingness of some aldemn to reconsider the motion, the majority still stubbornly refused to
budge, and they opted to receive the resignation lettévadeterred, the club made several
unsuccessful bids to gain free enssgven months later and again in the 1937 seaso82%°

South Brighton and Ramsgate
Lifesaving clubs vie for supremacy
in the March Pasat a surf
lifesaving carnival at Brightoihe
Sandsl937.SouthBrightonis
resplendent in theirmodest, but
striking, blue and white striped
bathing costumesRamsgate wore
white with a green and yellow

diagonal stripe.Photo: Bayside
Council Library

The localifesavingclubs would holda series onnualcarnivalcompetitionsduring summer
Competitions would include the March Past, sprinting on the sandy beach, lifesailisgdd
distanceswimming?%°

In winter, from July to Octobethey played beach sports competitively. Ramsgate and Brighton
clubs would play a series of evemtskeep up fithesssuch as sackball, relay races, hop skip and
jump, broad jump, chariot rasavhere they carried another member piggybaalong the beach
and distance runningn sand 26!

Lifesaving organisations on beaches aldhg Grand Parade maintained a healthy number of
members during the early #0century.However, diringWorld War 2the Brighton Lifesaving Club
met infrequently and suffered a decline in membership, partially due to cessation ofdlutier
competition for the duration of the conflicnd partly because humerous members had been called
up for war serviceAdding to their was, the beaches were strewn with rolls of barbed wire to
prevent enemy invasion, and therefore it was impossible to stage beach activities.
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They were struggling to repay tf&00 council loan which had financed the cost of their clubhouse
and unsuccessfiyl asked council to waive the debt. It was only the hire of the hall to outside bodies
that was keeping them afloat®2263

wkYa3alridsS [ ATSal @aidyrésutefLdeBskforfs&n@dlib the aNded forces
during the war, but tle club remained etive in his absencé® South Brighton was struggliragnd
forced to temporarily cease operationaith 95% of itactivememberssupporting the war effort by
enlisting 2%°

A massive storm did considerable damage to.thlA 3 K (i 2 y's clibhotiss & ApDDAEWhen
a stormwater pipe in the clubhouse basement bu&tThe council engineewas concerned about
future property losses. Heroposeddemolition of the clubhouse anithe construcion of a 5 feet
(1.5 m)high, 600 fee{182 m)length of seawalflong the beach front from the northern end of
Brighton Municipal Bathaunder the high piers of the amusement hall and the club house,
. continuing to a point northat an estimated cost of
= about £6,00%¢” In JuneCouncilsought furding from
the stategovernment andvoted to demolistthe
storm-damaged.ifesavers Hall, where thBrighton
i club had been meeting, and to construct a new
0dzAf RAYy3 WAY {1SSLIAYy3 gA0GK GKS
surroundingQ® Ly (KS lifeSvessiereYSE GKS

given use of Seymoumkilion as a temporary home.
268 269 270

. Seymour Paviliontemporary home of Brighton
Lifesaving Club in 194®hoto: Bayside Council Library

Important swimming events frequently took place at Brighton Baths including participatia
ground-breaking intenational lifesaving conference in 1960. The plenary sessions took place at
Sydney University, while practical sessions were located at Brighton. Delegates from 9 countries
watched lifesaving demonstrations and discussed theitsief the new method of math-to-mouth
resuscitation. Some Asian delegates viewed dlaigancedubiously, voicing the opinion that it would
not be appropriate in their countries for a man to
rescue a woman in this waln contrast, he Japanese
delegate the Director of Water Safetfpr the

Japanese Red Cross, was inspired by the event, and
vowed to return home to set up a lifesaving
movement there?’! Following the lifesaving
demonstrations, delegates were entertained with a
carnival at Brighton, completeith a simulated
helicopter water rescue to thrill the crowdg’?

The Brighton Lifesaving Club buildimg TheGrand
Parade.Photo: Bayside Council Library

The Ramsgate Lifesaving Club almost died in 1974. Falling membership, internal conflict, lack of
volunteers for the organising camittee, coupled with a disastrous swimming season, a jelly blubber
plague and bluginged octopus invasion, dramatically deased participation. To further

complicate mattersthe Ramsgate Baths swimming enclosure filled with 60,000 tons of sanded
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by dredging of the bay for the airport runway expansiand council was forced to close the baths
temporarily.

With a new committee elected in 1975, excavation of the sand and enlargement of the baths, the

club began to recover. That year also saw the(®Q00 installation of traffic lights at the corner of

The Grand Parade and Ramsgate Road. Membersneedeubtgratified withthe comments of Jim
Bradfieldlocala SY6 SNJ F2NJ .  NIi2y>X 6K2 Of  AYSR Thefetand aAld 61
t I NI RS¢ @

Ramsgate Baths wetemporarilyclosed in 1991 when storm erosion had torn away the sand to
reveal rocks, exposing swimmerstte hazards of rough surfaces. The club was homeless, so the
lifesavers removed operations to the Florence Street Beach, whiahcdmetted in 1993. They
finally returning to their home base in 1997, when a temporary floasingrknet was installed

inside the old Ramsgate Baths, and two years of beach restoration work begasamithdeposits
andthe construction of groyne%™

DuAy3 GKS &@SIFNR 2F oFlyAakKYSyd FTNBY wlkya3arasS . F K,
trekking back and forth along the belafront between the hall and Florence Street Baths, carrying
heavy equipment to the beach each patrol day.

The club may own theudilding, which was refurbished in 2018ut not the land in Cook Park on

which it is situatedln 2018 pursuant to clause 4@f the Local Government Act 199ayside

/| 2dzy OAf LINRPLI2AaSR (2 NByYySg GKS wk Ya3al eRlughalF S& I GA Y
for a period of five yearg’4
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construction of a 5bedroom ltalianate style hotel named the New Brighton Hotel, located on the
corner of The Grand Parade and Bay Street, co€208¢000. He commissioned architattilliam
Kenwoodto design a suitably gnd brick structure with slate roof and casvn balconies?”® Set in
extensive gardens and shrubberies, complete with tennis Jata hotel boasted a tower with
panoramic views of the Balyle planted numerous lonlived Norfolk Island Pines in the hotel
grounds and along the shoreline, as a wind break.

Thispostcard shows a tram
outside Thomas Saywell's
Brighton Hotel The minares of
the fanciful Assembly Hall can be

seen at left.Photo: Bayside Council
Library

e T G SRR e 4
Alighting from the tram or carriage, the visitor entered throughimpressiveporch, proceedig into
a lofty 10foot-wide vestibule to the main hall. A timber stairea®se to the first and second
accommodation levels of rooms and suites, where guests were pleased to discover the bathrooms
had hot and cold running water flowing into the huge eimsh bath tubs.

| Brichton-le-Sands =

The features and fittings displayed a grand sense & siyd taste, withthe vestibule and hall tiled
with encaustic tiles arrayed in a neat pattern on the floor, a style beloved by the Victorians and
inspired by mediaeval cathedralshd skirting boards were finished with a markdffect known as
scragiola marbling. Leading from the lobby were the public rooms; the Dinown, Billiardroom,
Coffeeroom, Bar, and Parlour. The kitchens, offices and se@aabms were tucked away ouf o
sight in the western wing, and the public bar was situated distant ehdrgn the guest rooms to
alleviate worries of noise disturbing their slumbé&®

Shady Nookecreation areacirca

1915 gAGK {le&gStfQa
background. The park, which was
created by Saywell was located

on the southern corner off he

Grand Parade iad Bay Street.
Photo: Bayside Council Library
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There were more wonders to behold when the guests entered the vast 170 feet x 4Adeenbly

Hall, aspace slightljarger than anodern Olympic pooknd capable of accommodatingsDO0

patrons. Its spdous highceiling with its domed rogurmountedby picturesque minaret towers,

supposedly in a Russian styilaparted a sense of grandeuts 1887 gala opening displayed
{regSttQa aSyasS 2F GKS GKSIOGNROI ftetrams andthe/ 2 0 2y &
tram route to thebay, festooned with floral displays, flags, banners and buntgests were

entertained bythree days oPromenade music concerts, a flower show awhnary show.

Thomas Saywell poses with the Rockdale Fire

Brigade Bind outside his hotel Photo: Bayside
Council Library

Although the hotel accommodation open@dearly April 1888, there was a slightldg in gaining a
liquor licence, which was obtained by transfer from William Dickson in November that year,
approvel by the Metropolitan Licencing Branch at the Central Police Cdrt.

Ly AdGa KSeRIFIe {lF&gStfQa TenugispringidentfiedBubhdeSy G SR
champion boxers Albert Griffiths, Peter Jackson, Tommy Burns and Dan Creedon, whoirtréiieed
K20StQa KFff>x gKSNB KdzyRNBR&a 2F Sy iUuKdzaAlFI AGA 0 a LIS
sporting heroes spar in the practice gin

(@]
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The wedding carriage of Thomas Saywell's
third daughter, LeallaneSaywell, The Grand

Parade, BrightorLeSand, 27 August 1896
Photo: Bayside Council Library

LG ¢l a taz2 LlLzZFN F2N 6SRRAy3Ia YR Fdzy Oil
.8y 3 YINNASR {l&gStfQa RIFEddZAKGSNI [ SIFK |
residencen 1896.278

The eager onlookers crowded The Grandadarin front of the hotel, hoping to catch a glimpse of

the happy couple departing in their horse and carriage. The Australian Town and Country Journal
reported that;

WeKS ONARS 42 NB white 8ural [Bodt, WM& sik]2bsidAl weedth and veil,
and was attended by the Misses Nellie, Zillah, and Vera Saywell and Miss Janie Burt as
ONARSAYIARaA® aNX» W& . dzNI FFOGSR a o60Sad YIyoQ
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The marriage of Miss Leah Baell to William
Qrawford Burt onthe 27th August 1896t
{ I & ¢St f Eddio: BhyshidicBubicil Library

¥ Standing at the rearClaude SaywélMrs A. E.
Burgess.

Standing in thesecondrow: Dr ButlerWood,
" his wife, Mrs R. A. Read, Dr Read, Mr Elias
Saywdl, Mrs M. M. Saywell, Mrs Eliasagwell,
Mr W. C. Burt, Mr Tom Saywell, Mrs L. J. Burt,
.~ Mr Frank Saywell, Miss Jean Burt and Mr J.

- Burt.

Sitting inthe secondrow: Mrs R. Saywell, Mr Ross Saywell, Mrs Ada Roseby, Mr Thomas Saywell,
his wife Annie Ellen &well, Mr George Saywell and higife.

Sitting in the front are: Mrs M. G. Barrett, Mrs V. B. Miller, Mrs Z. M. Menzies, Mr Gar. Saywell and
Mr Bruce Saywell.

The population of the tiny village enclave of BrighterSands grew slowly but steadily thiglwout

the first few years. Sayweadhgaged in significant property development, including the row of-two
story terrace houses that still froftheGrand Parade today. By 1892 there were 41 houses and 205
residentsstrung out along Lady Robinsons Be#th

Buoyed by the potential of retailisiness along the beach, various facilities opened to service the
needs of the day trippers who could now purchase refreshments, hire a boat or a fishing line, mail a
postcard at Shady Nook Post Office, entertain theildcan in the Shady Nook playgrourahd

enjoy a pint, eat a meal or attend amusements at the hotel.

The terrace cottages built by Thomas Saywell

along The Grand Parade at Brighttwe Sands
Photo: Bayside Council Library

LY mMydp ¢K2YlIa {l&gStftqa O
2 Brighton Tramway Co., leaseffices on the
. ground floor of the Camden building 4420
George Street Sydnesf! At Brighton, the
centre of his business operations, The Grand

- o Parade, occupied a mere five blocks, frony Ba
{GNBSG (2 aowlkS {GNBSOXZ LI Zdby{llpeopl&ihctuding ThorSalNI OS =
Saywell himself, his broth@eorgel YR . 220 Qa /2t f S3Sd | 002dzy Gt yid Wl
and the only other propertpn The Grand Paradksted by Sads Directoryis the Swimming Baths
and Refreshment Room, run Bjrs F.A. von Hammer.

Saywell was not a hotelier or a bathing pavilion manager. He had many and diverse investment
interests and was not in the slightest part interested in running the baththe hotel himself.

Although Saywell retained ownership of thethkl, he leased it to various hoteliers over the years.
Initially it was operated by C.R. Smith and his wife, experienced caterers who advertised the hotel as
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electric bells throughout. The Smiths promised that,

WOPSNEBGOKAY3I gAfft 0SS R2yS (i Zlass tAtledziBe képK &hd O2 YT 2 |
an efficient staff of trained servantghe whole of the household arrangements being
personally supervidk 6& aNE®H {alLcl ®Q

The hotel offered fun, amusement, dancing, music, and skating in the adjacent Assemi3f} Had.
New Brighton Skating Rink was opened in March 1888, easily accessibl¢ b & ¢ S84 Q& G NI Yo

The hotel gained a rowdy reputation. In 18928 g St f f 240G KA a Lzt AOlI yQa f A
behaviour of the clientele?®® At the court hearing four years later, when Saywell reclaimed his
licence, the police objected in strenuowerms. Police testified that,

Why {dzyRI&a | yR akikns weRtltodh® plac& Sn hbli@laysSiasiere L0
and 12 constables at the place when it was licensed. They were assaulted and; persons
02y @A0GSRQ
SeniorConstable Currie had been askad by mobs on three occasion, while Sergeant Agnew
noted that,

WKS fINNAlAYya KIFEIR fgléea 2y K2t ARlFI&a oSSy vy
Further police testimony declared,
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Saywell was not deterred lize loss of his liquor licence. The site was briefly taken over by the
Presbyterian Church as a campus of its new prestigious Scots College for yourd therfestive
opening of the collge in January 189%e guestavere welcomedat Rockdale statiorwhich was
festooned in bunting. A cadet corps from Fort Street and Paddington Public Schools formed a guard
of honour, with the St George Brass Band playing enthusiastically. The St Gelongje&f

Firefighters stood to attention, resplendent in full umifn, as the official party boarded the special
steam tram to the bay, to the delight of the crowd of sightseers. The Mayor, Alderman William
Taylor accompanied the Chairman of the Counditree Scotts College, The Moderator Reverend
James S. White M.And other civic and religious dignitaries, including His Excellency the Governor
of NSW, Lord Jersey. Lady Jersey had declined to travel by rail and arrived at the former hotel by
private cariage.?®’

Scotts Collegebetail from 1893 llluminated Address of
Welcome held in the Bayside Library Archives.

The guests toured the facilities of the renovateet
purposedhotel. The ground floor public areas had
been converted into classrooms, with thestairs
accommodation adapted for light and airy
dormitories. Gests were impressed by the college
facilities, which featured a gymnasium,-siere sports
ground and a farm to provide fresh fruit, vegetables
and milk for the students?8289
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The opening aemony was performed by Lord Jersey. The listeners cheered innssyio the

delivery of several lengthy speeches, which The Daily Telegraph reported in‘d&Tdie School

Principal, Reverend A. Ashworth Aspinall, quoted the aims of Rugby scogl @t I Y RT WFANR G X
and moral principle; secondly, gentlemady2 y RdzOG T | yR GKANRf &> AyaSttsSoO
Aspinall assured attendees that Scotts College would pursue the same&Yoals.

Following the ceremony, Lady Jersey planted a trehargrounds, before the VieRegal couple
headed for the station to dah a train to their next appointment in Moss Vale.

Within a couple of years, the college was suffering terribly under the financial burden of leasing the
building in the uncertain and difficult economic times of a recession. Their optimism about the
locaion had also quickly declined.

W¢ SNNA T A g imfloy Reisea) &n@tlbe sand being banked sometimes to the top of
GKS 02ftfS3S FSYOSXweKS GNIY NIAfAY 6SNBE O2yal

tasks the boys really enjoyed was digging @ 6 St £t Qa (N} Y 2dzi 6KSy Al ¢
sand’8

This became far too frequent an occurrence and eventually the tram terminated at the end of Bay
Street instead of turning into The Grand Parade.

There was also the problem of the distractions offét®y a seaside resort. How could the boys study
effedively when they were surrounded by picnickers and holiday makers? When Thomas Saywell
announced that he was building a race course nearby, that was probably the straw that broke the
Ol YSt Qa dlégOriegotiatedaScon®at buyout and terminationtbé lease 2%

¢CK2YlFa {FregSftftQa NeSaRls O2 dzZNE S
on the land that is now bounded by Moate Avenue,

Gordon Street, Francis Avenue and Bay Stregibto:
« Bayside Council Library

The collegeampus closed by miti895, relocating to
Judge Josegh2 y Q& FT2NXSNJ NB&aARSYyOS {
Bellevue Hill, Double Bay. Ironically, in their 125

year, Scots College again opened a Brighton campus

in the area they had rejected a century ago. In 2018
their new school was launched at historic Primrose Hoasegral kilometres from the original
LINBYAaSad ! LI NBydfezr GKSNB FNB #Saa aSlaars

P
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When Saywell regained his Spirit Merchants Licence in 1896, after consideralife@oudebate

and vigorous objections by the polices hesumed operation of the hotel under new management.
295

The incoming proprietor, Harry Figg, was an experienced hotelier from Queensland, and more

recently at the Fitzroy Hotel in Windsor. He change8thb S¢ . NA IKiG2y 1 2GSt Qa yI°
House Hotelperhaps attempting to persuade respectable clientele that they should not judge the

premises by its former reputation. The curious name was in honour of the famous Lick House Hotel

in San Francisco ownéy exUSA Senator James G. Fair, which boasted @alade reputation. Figg

opened his venture in 11 February 1896, inviting guests to inspect the elegant facilities and dine at a
banquet. A big selling point was that, unusually for its time, all the ®bad running water and the

hotel possessed a telephe. Although most people would arrive by train and tram, the hotel

offered stabling facilities for horse®€*
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Unfortunately for Figg, the name change was insufficient to guarantee a better class of Guest.

clientele could sometimes be rowdy and evenoias. Figg was in court in December 1896 offering

evidence that he and a police constable were verbally abused and physically assaulted in the public

bar over an incident on Christmas Day, which the ptesso S f S*RThtee rieNeeirefuged

serviceh Yy | OO0O2NRIFYyOS gA0GK (GKS NBAGNROGA2YyA 2y GNI RAY
asked one of them not to spit on the floor. A scuffle ensued, with bottles and punches being thrown.
2%TheRSTSYy O0OS Of I AYSR (KSe& ¢ &8fHPBushygang, bupfeputddeimerbgra Q 2 NJ
of a football team *°

Figg appeared in court again a few days later in January to accuse another of the perpetrators. Now

the charge was more serious, with Figg wising that he had been knocked down, and kicked in

the face and body by the three thugs, leaving him bruised and bloodied. He then called the police,

who fortunately arrived just before the perpetrators returned, armed with a large stick to threaten

thepdzo t AOFY | 3FAYyd ¢KS 2 dzRah&cowsRlly asbalItS Rere(péttingitdto Wi K S & €
O2YY2YyZ YR ¢g2dAZ R KIF@S (2 0S5 -mddijail seteéngevith K Yy RA Y 3
hard labour3©30?

Not all the clientele were as pugnacious as thisdest would suggest. The hotel was a popular

choice fo banquets, wedding breakfasts, corporate picnics and events such as; the Farmers and
5FANBYSYQa aAf]l /2d LAOYAO: I GiGSyRSRthedHerallINE YA Y Sy
Quoit Club annual pidc and sports day*®the Fire and Marine Insurance@pany picnic, with

participants engaging in innocuous activities such as swimming competitions, cricket matches and

formal dinners®*and the Daily Telegraph and Sydney Morrtiegald Staff Reunion sptsrday.

This latter event was an irony considering thress were only too eager to label the hotel a place of

WNR2 G Qo

The name soon reverted to the New Brighton Hotel. Although Figg had taken ouyadeitease, in
January 1898 David Colling purchatiegllicence®®® y R 6& wmdnn { | & degfad Qa I+ ISy
the Brighton Hotel3"’

The Grand Parade was still not terribly grand nor lengthy. The street was tenanted on the north side

by Thomas Saywell, six residents of the Brighton Terrace (formerly Bdywea ¢ SNNJ OS0v X | yR
more houses. On the southdsl were located the Swimming Baths and Refreshment Rooms, and
FR2FOSy il (G2 GKA&AXZ LINPLINARSGO2NI aAfRglFGSNINITY | 062t
Presumably the hotel trade was predominandigrived from touristsand daytrippers, rather than

residents visiting a local watering hoté&®

By 1910 the boatshed had changed hands, owned by McMinn and Hawkes. Publican Martha
Caldwell ran the Brighton Hotel, while the local population of The GrarablBdrad increased to
fifteen families, including Thoas and George Saywell.

In 1915 The Brighton Hotel was run by Leo Clifford, the Refreshment Rooms by Julia Hamilton. and
the boatshed was managed by J. Franks. The modestly sized Grand Parade stil tilgstdhhomas
Saywell and 16 other residents and th&imilies, 11 of whom were renting the Brighton Terrat@.

Postwar, in 1920 the tourist business was apparently blooming, as four Refreshment Rooms were

located on The Grand Parade, owned by Georgsi@asy, Miss C. Ward, Mrs Julia Hamilton and
StudwickThomas. There was also a Post and Telegraph Office adjacent in Shady Nook. The

population was beginning to swell with a dozen houses in addition to Brighton Terrace, while two

boat proprietors and thewimming baths stood at the water edg@residentof{ @ 6 Sf f Qa . NRA I K
Terrace, Neil Mattersormanagedone of the boatsheds?®
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With the 1922 sale of picnic area Shady Nook, opposite the hotel, the Post Office located within its
grounds had closed. Newareational facilities had been constructed on The Grand Parade;
including the sheds of the Brighton Lifesaving Club and the @&gé¢ifesaving Club, on Lady
Robinsons Beach!

¢KS . NRAIKG2Y | 23St QlaasewaspiréhaskdbiRa suczeddiillicgndeesi @z0
Nicholson purchased a ningar lease in September 1920, which he sold to J. Mclnerney in March
1921. Mclnerey managed to increase beer sales to a comfort&Bld62 for the year 1923.

Fred JFarmer jnr. took over as licensee in Afi®24 for the remaining 5 ¥ years of the lease. Fred

was a highly successful publican and his beer sales increased at a bddémiigS ® CI NY SN a |y
takingshadrisenfrodn Sccn 2F ¢22GKQ& 0SSNJ Ay £MhI0myther n de’z 2
endof his initial lease, sending the liquor sales graph off the top of the chart. The hotel business was

so successful that he rened his licence with Tooth and Co. for another five years in September

1929312

When Saywell died iNlosman in1928at the age 0B2, 33 Fred amesFarmer jnr. was still running
the Brighton Hotehs a subHeasee

{ I & ¢ &fatk @ak some time to achievagbate, owing to its complexityHis assets were vast
and he had been incredibly wealthy, with investments, real estate andeshaorth an astounding
£164,190 /15/7, attracting death duties o£34,069/16/.314

New Brighton Hotel 193@ a
remnant of its famer glory.In the
1930s, the hotel featured a public
bar, private bar, bottle shop and
accommodation.

Photo:from the collection of the Noel
Butlin Archives Centre, Australian National
University,

http:/hdl.handle.net/1885/96624 . 31°

In later years thence proud
Assembly Hall slipped a little more
downmarket, hosting concerts,
roller skating, dancing, boxing and
. functions. By tke 1940s the grand
hall had been demolished for the
development of more prosaic
structures; the Brighton shopping

— Z district.
: e —— i rt
Although Fred Farmer wasthesébS I 8 SS> 2y ¢K2Yla {lI&gStfQa RSIGK
Co.head SI &S (NI yaT SddyRandiEatatd Litde The idm@ éhanged to Saywell

Estate Pty. Ltd. in June 1937.

Fred took out a &ear sublease from Toth and Co. in September 1929, which was subsequently
purchased by Alexander Todd McLauchlan in September 1934. McLauchlarsiulycesn the
business, with income increasing steadily each year, until he sold it to F. Tidswell in Marck®1946.
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Alexander MLauchlan purchased the licence again in March 1948 but died three years later. John
Edward McLauchlan took over the licence ahalf of the estate but was accused of short selling
measures of whisky in February that year. The matter was adjourned tosAumu it came to

nothing, as the lease was sold again in September.

1949 New Brighton Hotel949¢ an
ugly extension forms amntrance
on The Grand Parade.

Photo:from the collection of the Noel
Butlin Archives Centre, Australian National
University,
http://hdl.handle.net/1885/96620 317

el

R. W. Miller and Co, an associate company of British Breweries, purchased the fregheldldf
{lregSttQa . NAIAKGI2Y |1 20St Z2060003FINEdined anlei lKa@eds | Y R/
to Tooth and Co. until 1957 after which it became a tied hotel. The old hotel had been neglected and
required extensive and expensive repairs to tladue of£3,125.31°

By the 1960s the ancient hotel was dlshioned, no longer met current business or clientele

standards for a new generation of ptgoers, and was expensive to upkeep. Millers demolished the

original building, to replace it with a newvo-story brick hotel, with tile and metal roof and a very
contemporary feel to the design. The accommodationwasde 2 F | FSI G dzNB (KIy Ay
and was reduced to 33 rooms with 8 bathrooms along the hall, and athfSeRNR 2 Y f A OSyaSSQ
apartmert. The modern airconditioned structure was laid with waHwall carpet in the 5Z&eat

dining room. Patrons hadchoice of the Starboard Light public bar, Mast saloon bar, a lounge

seating 900 patrons and a driue bottle shop. Additionally, the Quartdeck Tavern was a

contemporary bistrestyle facility, accommodating 380 patrorié’

The hotel owned a tasealed
carpark for 100 vehicles, but in
1960 they had the effrontery to
petition the council for access to
parkland in Cook Park to build an
additional carpark. Their claim that
it would benefit the community
was stoutly refuted by the Brighton
Progress Associatipo who accused
GKS O2YLIl ye 2F WTFAf OK.
spaces for their own
advancemeng?

Millers Hotelc. 1960s,hoto: Bayside Council Library
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Ophnion regarding the hotel was mixed. Many thought it a great hotel. They loved the live music and

the famous Battle of the Bands competition. The dubious Lovely Legs competition was also popular,

where girls stood behind a lowered curtain which reveatety their legs, so that punters could

cheer for the sexiest set of legs. It was a favourite watering hole for rugby league stars, who would
FTNBldzSyidte 685 OFNNASR 2dzi Ay | KAIKE& AYyGi2EAOI (8
were criticisel for loutish behaviour, history repeated itself, with more sedate members of the

community deploring the noise, the drunken brawls, and the rough crowd.

Millers still owned the hotel, but the licensee changed numerous times between thdiftied and

the sventies; Eric Norman Claude (August 1955), Angus Lloyd (June®*#9GBjrles Hilary Beaton

(March 1960)32 Edmund J. Tracy (July 1972), Charles Howard Cupples (October 1972), John Edward
Cottington (April 1975), Kenneth John Kemp (October 1977), Baraimond Smyth (August 1978),

and James Francis Byrnes (July 1979).

Kemp and Cottington were both experienced hoteliers, yet it seems that by the seventies the
business was not going well, in view of the short time they held the licence. Sales droppdty st
from mid-1974 until its demise at the end of 1978*

Development company Dainford Holdings purchased the site for
clearance in the 1980s, investing $165 million to create a new
resort style hotel. Not long after it was completed, Dainford went
broke in 1991 and sold the dtory, 308room hotel to Novotel, a
4.5-star resort hotel chain founded in France in 1967326 Today

it is part of the AccorHotels group which boasts 20 brands and
4,500hotelsin 100 countries®?’

Novotel Hotelunder constructionby Dainford Holdingslate
1980s,with the newly erectedFirst Fleet Monumen(1988)in
foreground. Photo: Bayside Council Library

A 1980saerial photo of BrightonLeSands near the intersection
of Bay Street and The Grand Paradhowing Lady Robinsons

Beachandthe construction of the Novotel Hotebhoto: Bayside
Council Library
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Stormy weather

.20Fye . F@ YrE@ FLIISENI FEFAG YR OFfYX o0dzi @A ORA 2 dza
with ease Lying so close to the bay, The Grand ParadEBrightonLe Sands were often lashed by

storms which disrupted traffic and caused severe damadmth road and recreational

infrastructure.On Tuesday 3 December 1907 a storm struck the Brighton area. Jagged flashes of

lightning lit the skies, striking chimney iriThe Grand Parade, causing it to topple to the ground.

Nearby, the storm fused phoHaes, while powerlines for the electric trams were downed, causing

an accident which threw the driver from his carriage with tremendous force. Fortunatdipugh

he was shaken up, he was not injured batify.

1938Sydney Morning Herald
reports storm damag to The
Grand Paradé?®®

A thunderstorm and associated 10
inches(25cm)of torrential rain
caused flooding and chaos across
Sydney suburbs in February 1938.
The power transformer at Brighton
was struck by lightning and e
Grand Paradea lowtension
electric pole collapsed as the sandy
soil underneath gave way. Homes
and husinesses suffered power
blackouts, while emergency services were disrupt&anajormpower cable was destroyed, leaviBy
George Hospitahcommunicado for two days, with no phone lines in operat®®hGeorge County
Council staff were busy effecting répafor several day$®

The Cooks River flooded at Tempe, causing police to ren@ieltoots and roll up their trousers to

stand in kneedeep water directing traffic. Houses were flooded to the rooftops or even swept from

their foundations, and the ChivaSy Q& DI NRSya Ay 2Sad .20Fye { iNBS{
awash, with vegetablescattered by the floodwaterss far as the Barton Park Cricket Ground,

which resembled a lake. Part ®heGrand Parade collapsed, leaving a gaping hole which exposed

shatered drainage pipes and rendered the road-mafficable.3!

In August 1947, GrartdF NI RS NB&aARSY G ! NIKdzNJ { F Ayaodz2NBEQa | dzA ¢
by the doorbell. He was startled to find a soaking wet,-dadfiwned man gasping on his doorstep

the survivor of a sailing boat wreck. Waves ontlg had reached 10 fe¢Bm)high, causing the

man and his mate to be wrecked on the shores ofriag. Arthur and his neighbour Ray Wymer

rushed to thebeach,i 2 RA & 02 GSNJ (1 KS VY htgr.Q\tier dFayding irkto satethaghd Ay
O2y@SeAy3a 020GK YSy darwele NdivikcHaNdakien diryrdrie taiMasickille A

by theGood Samaritans. Their Zbot yacht was in pieces, but both survived the ordé#l.

The immediate effects of storm were bad enough, but there were longer lasting consequences.
Excavation of theand dunes had been carried out in an uneven fashion, creating sand pits at
Brighton, which filled with stagnant water after rain or high tides, and into which localsdoss
rubbish, attracting rats and vermiim the 1960s, @sidents wanted the pits féd in, aghere were
fearsa high tide combined with a storm could potentially undermiie Grand Parade.
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Rockdale Guncil had triedforminga partialerosionbarrier by shovelling sand tareatea sandhill
between the pits and the bayt was ineffectie, and other prgposed methods were considered too
expensive

The ouncilthen proposed filling the indentations with rubbisfioday thisis a populaand effective
method of creating fill for future recreational parklandut at the timewasa controversal move.
Residents envisaged pollution and rats, rather than composting ajanieageover time. Even the
Department of Health refused to grant a licence for this unsavoury solution. The Council sat on its
hands, saying that it would fill in the holesfdsbecameavailable adding facetiously that perhaps

the proprietor of the old Sandligham Hotel, which was currently in the process of demolition,
should throw the building waste into the pits as.fiff

Storm damage to Brighton Bathstairs, 1962 Phdo:
Bayside Council Library

Brighton baths and the shoreline of the bay were
repeatedy affected by storm damag®&ockdale
Councihaderected seawalls in 1931 at Sandringham
and Dolls Point to prevent erosion, but it was
insufficient for the task.

—

Eroson of the foreshore was a continuing problem during the 19@&08sicerbated byhe dredging of
BotanyBay in preparation for construction of the new Kingsford Siaithort north-southrunway

which extended into thévay, north of Lady RobinseiBeach Rockdle Council asked the State
Government to intervene IDecemberl965, requesting thegue the Commonwealth Government

for £1 million ($2 million) in compensation. It was estimated that 80 feet of beachfront had been lost
in recent yearsThe sand bars whichad previously protected the beach had been removed, leaving
the beach exposed to esion during times of heavy sea swells. The councillors were concerned that
if action was not taken soon tonstructa protective seawallTheGrand Parade would be swep

into the sea in the next big storm. The estimated codtuifding aseawallfrom the runway

extension to Brighton Baths w&8§00,000, which they clearly could not affofd’

Storm damage to Brighton Baths, 1965hoto: Bayside
Council Library

(Austraha changed to decimal currency in February

1966) It WaS|nsuff|C|entand not soon enoughOn27-28 March1966.a 406foot (122m)section of
the existingretaining wallnear Brighton Bdtswas significantly damagedhich could potentially
lead to the total collapse of the sea walhelcouncilwasconcerred that unless immediate action
was taken further undemining of the structurevould occur, andhey would be up for aisastrous
$200,000 repair bill

The incident seemed to spur on the powers in Canbemdfinally inApril 1965, the government
offered Rockdale CoundiL0,000 for emergency remedial workéhe southern section would have
to wait, with the promise of durther $50,000 fundingo the Commonwealth Department of Works,
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who would carry out more extensive repairsttee seawalblongside Cooks Park. Thigsagresum
wasa fraction of theoriginalcost estimated by the Couna@hgineers®*

1966 Storm Damage to Cook ParlongsideThe

Grand Paradenearly destroys a section of road.
Photo: Bayside Council Library

TheO 2 dzy OfedrstwardljlséfiedA massive
storm struck theSydney and Botargay on 15May
1968. Chaos reigned across the suburbs from the
Hawkesbury to the Port Hacking Riveightning
flashed across the skies, striking powerlines
causing blackouts and haltingainsacross thealil
network. Raddocks and parksere flooded, roads

', . and bridges severed by floodwateiRoofsvere
torn away, exposing homes to fierce wind and rain,
while massiverees were uprooted, and waves
battered coastal areas.

AlongTheGrand Paradat Brighton, timultuous seas carried off tons of saeilrencheda chunk of
the promenade footpath andemolisked two portions of theconcreteseawal] between Teralba
Road and President Avenwnd anothersection20 feet(6m)wide and 300 feef91m)long
between Bay and Gordon Streets. Tdoeincil immediately emipyedmen to dump thousands of
tons of rock in the area to prevent further erosion.

May 1968 Storm damage

to Brighton BathsPhoto:
Bayside Council Library

High tides in the Bay are
generally around 1.2m to
1.8m, occasionally reaching
more than 2 m. Whea

tide at the upper end of the
scale is combined with a
large swell, the effect can
be disastrousAt 10.30pm, 16 May 1968high tide reached 6 feet 2 inch€t.87m) with 20 feet

high (6.09m)monsterwavessmashing into the retaining walls and spillmgerthe foreshore in a
frothy spray. Two lamp posts and three Norfolk Pines wamnchedout the of thegroundand
swept away into the heaving waters. Maakarmingly, several buildings were threatened including
the Brighton Baths, Brighton Life Savibigh,the amusement pier and Brightore Sands Senior

I AGAT Sy ©vas d wontlér BT heGrand Parade was not swept away into the Bay as had
been predicted so recently by the alderméef.

In some ways, storm damage of this type was nothing esauth-easterly wind causes a ground

swell and huge waves which pound the beach mercilessly, resulting in the breakup of the
embankment. Traditionally, numerous residents headed for the beach following storms, eagerly
searching for lost treasures. When paoifié waves tore at the shoreline and heaved sand, items

would surface from the places they had been buried for years or even decades, revealing jewellery
or money. During one big storm in 1940 hundreds of coins were discovered,dating to the 19
cenury.¥¢ KS RAFFSNBYOS g4l a GKFdG Ay GKS mopnna GKS
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modest. Twenty years latefhe Grand Parade was a busy thoroughfare lined with housing,-multi
story buildings andhigh-profile commercial development.

The governmat comnissioned Wallingford Hydraulics Research StaitidBritainto test the
hypothesis that the runway extension had caused disturbed wave pattezaslting in the erosion
which had devastated Lady Robors Beach and Brighton. Tests in the wave tankvedthat the
damage was only partially caused by the $23 milig800 feet(1.4 km)long runwayextension
which was well on the way to its expected completion date of 1972. The projmopedvent further
damagewas to dredge a bullet shaped area3000 £et (915 m)past the end of the runway, and
3,000 feet from the shoreling®®

Storm Damage to Cook Park 196%oto: Bayside Council
Library

- While the Council had previously blamed the sand
dredging in Botany Bay as a major cause of erosion, a
.. new threat energed in the late 1960&esidents were

. concerned that the increasing numbersWigh-riseQ
flats along the waterfront were causing erosjand
petitioned Rockdale Council to consider banning
.2 further development of this type until assurance could
be mack that therewas no further threat. Vincent
Smith, dow-pressure aerodynamics expevho spoke to the Brightobe Sands Progress Association
a 0 I G S Recduselwind vélocity increased as the wind rose over them and the buildings
concentrated the wind tdow pressure pornts they created, they could cause sand erosion because

o 2 : ; ofthe added turmod @ | S | RRSWasmibK Il & & 0 K¢

reason why multistorey buildings should not be built
" on Grand Parade between President Avenue and
Gordon Street, Brighton, if theyere properly
designed to disperse wigd®

Footpath alongsiderhe Grand Parade, Brightdre
Sands, date unknownOn a sunny day the threat of
erosion seems far awayrhoto: Bayside Council Library

Problemscontinued into the 1990s when Ramsgate swimnenglosure had to be closed

temporarily due to severe erosion along the seawall. Where there had once been atssaaty

there was now dhree-metredropfroY G KS (2L 2F GKS gttt (2 GKS NBO
Dredging associated with Port Botany devetwnt had escalated the problem. Rockdale Council felt

that if the problems were caused by State and Federal Guwent activities outside of local council

control, then those authorities should take responsibility for the cost of remediation and

rehabilitai A 2y > | a GKS O2adGa 6SNB NILARtf& SEOSSRAyYy3I (K
third runway at the aport sparked fears that additional dredging would increase thgies.34°

Construction of the third runway did indeed cause difficulties. Withree years a third of the
bayside beaches were inaccessible deduded of sandRamsgate Beach hadtrre-opened and
Monterey Beach joined the list of closed beaches. Aftstoam, the sandbank had been torn away,
leaving an unstable drop of8metres from the bank to the water belofer another 500 metres
The Maritime Services Board pledged $2 milliondbtferosion, by constructingine rock groynes,
from Florence Street, Ramsgate, to Vanston Parade,rBayithm,aimed atstabilisng sand
movement along Lady Robinsons Bedéh.
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The Roxy

Theintersection of The Grand Parade aBdy Street has @ the cente ofa popular restaurant

strip since the 196Qswith thearea continingto reflect thesuburtQda Odzf G dzZNIF f RA GSNEA
of restaurans today; Italian, Thai, Greek, American, contemporary Australian.

A little further down the road,fie Grand Par RS Qa 2f RSaid NBa (i IMoeMdty i Aa (K¢
restaurant located at 128heGrand Parade, openeatound 1945as the Roxy Cafétyling itelf as

W, NA JghcagaB & G F dzNJ y i Q A GK WSEOf dAA @S82 INGi SNA Yy I LN
contrast to their marketing approach, the food was most likely fairly plain, as wasrestatirant

fairein Sydney at the time. When advertising forfétaey requested applicatianfrom cooks (as

2LII24aSR (2 KAIK lidzZh t Ade OdiShfadadpgdl3PSELISNA SYOSR Ay

Fo: Fine Foods: o It wasrenamed the Roxy Restaurant1951a4 SNIA Yy 3 WTFAYS ¥

ing daily for lunch d di d catering for viregld
’R ﬂu.x-c«,y wsl.lmEu§IaA14n|:lz MNT (r)epceenr;ztg)nsailnyaogritgtceaisma.m345 ners ane eaterng Tor

Em AMD PARADE, BRIGHTON-LESANDS | |, \| o\ emberl954 the owners decided to relaunch the New Roxy
Now Serving Sydney and Melbourne e : .

! BEERS Restaurant as a dining venue for dinner dances, accompanied by

At Fixed Prices With All Meals

Panty of a pianistand eventually by the 1960t had becomea favoured

| Lancheons and Dianers Every Day Tl 9 pm. | fUNCtionvenue in the south®*®

' Ring LX 6043 For Reservations

Exclasive Cateriag for Weddings and Receptions| HUIStVille Propeller 8 May 193. p.3.
in Our Private Rooms.

RestauraneursJohn and Kath McLean purchased the wedding vénud®75 They were chefs

trained by the famous John Doyle of Watsons Béeatre restaurants were quite the rage in

Sydney in the seventieand the Roxynade the most of it$wo-story premises by offering cabaret

shows upstairsThey re-christened the venue the Roxy Revue, commissioning television personality

celebrity chefand controversial Pot of Gold talent contest judge Bernard Kirmgeate andoerform

a cabaret show far evenings per weelBernard King also appeared with Rockdale Opera Company
iN1975iMM FFSy ol OKQA CakPErishple. 2 LISNB G G I

. S NJ firstBhovawas titled Baubles Bangles and Boobs, starring singer Jan Adele and talented
dancerand choreographer Rds | dzil OKA a2y 3 ¢K2 LISNF2NX¥YSR | GFydal
GKS adNXAIKG Yy G2 . SNYFNRQa 6AO0O1SR FyR gAadiae 2
beginning Ross also choreographed two shows for Rockdale Qpenapany in 1975 and85.

The show was so successful that it rapidly expanded to six nights per Bexelard applied his

acerbic wit to another show called The Roxy Rollocks On, where diners enjoyed a show and a meal
for a bargain $14.50. He played thenue forseven yearsyith Rosswriting 13 originalshows, each

of them complete withstunning new costumes andparklingdance routinesHisoutrageous wit

and titillating skits were crowd pleaserGroups would arrive by the coachload eager for a ililes;

fun night out,and business was boomingith parked cars and coaches lining The Grand Parade
each evening

Bernardand RosS Yy 3 3SR aS@SNY f aANBFG aAy3ISNR (2 62N] GK¢
including star performers Judi ConndliorraeDesmond3*’ and county stars Doug Ashdown and

Mike McLellanz A G K . SNY I NRQ& RSLI NI dz2NBX ¢KS t NAGFGS 9e&8S
at the Kirribilli Pub Theatre, was engaged for a season in £882.
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The dinner theatre scene was changing andniggiopularity, and thécLeans sold the busineds

openthe Freshwater Bstaurantin a charming Federation style building at Harbord, which the

Sydney Morning Herald voted as the Best Seafood Restaurant in Sydney ir*f98&anwhile,

Ross and Bernardawed the Roxy Revue ®arramatta, where it rafor many successful seasons.
Although Bernard King has passed away, Ross Hutchison continues to be active in the theatre scene,
with a show titled The Roxy Road Shtaunched in 2019, amongst his maheatrical and

philanthropic ventures3°

Theupper floor of theBrightonbuildingwasleasedto the Surf Lifesavingssociation ofustralia

(now Surf Lifesaving Australiavhile the restaurant continued serving mealsvehstairs,until the
property waspurchase by current owner Bill Mougios, who revived the restaurant in 1983 as the
elegantBotany Bay Seafood Restaurant on the ground floor and The Grand Roxy function centre
upstairs®?
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2006t 2015TheCrystaland other extravagant marinas

Harking back to the gig days of the 0ld 930sBrighton Baths pier, whebandsentertained the
crowds on weekend afternoons and people thronged the promenade in search of entertainment,
Rockdale Council devisedald re-developmert planin the new millennium Destinatiors Rocklale,

to rejuvenateand transformnot onlythe pier, but the suburbs of Brighton and Rockdalde
conceptwas part of a majoinitiative involvingthe Rockdale transpotthiub, BaySreet and Brighton

Le Sands. A huge glass dome was envisaged over Ro&délten andts bus interchange. Bay
Street would become a gracious broad boulevaviih traditional singlehousehold dwellings
replaced with high and medium density housing.

In lieu of the oragain, df-again F6 Freewayhe Grand Parade would be relessfrom traffic
gridlock by a Brighton bgass roadpreferably running underground in the existing F6 corriddre
corner of Bay Street and The Grand Parade would feature amgtirstory apartment bbck to
complement the existing 14 story Novotel Hqtefith the design chosen from an architectural
competition.

TheextravaganBrightonseafront planinvolvedlandscaping the promenade with cycle trachksl
walkways leading toa massive marina platfornwhich would attracglamourous yachts anatillion
dollar watercraft. The marinavould featurecafes,aboat chandlery, multmedia exhibitionsand
shops Crowning tle end of the pier would ba family entertainment venuealledThe Crystalso
named because of its unusual, irregular glass walls.

According to tle project management team:

G ¢ KS / N®raéa drdmatiz fodalfpoint at the end of the Pier. This spectacular seven
level building will house a statef-the-art communications, entertainment and technology
exhibition space and an undercover, giant scramphitheatreg 52

The mayor had thelan drawn upy consultants, more or less secrefin March 2005, at a cost of
$250,000, and released it publicly with a fanfar&September3°334|t was claimed that as it was
2yt & | WOA&A 2 Y Angulafion Ba Sebiddizein&dLinnkddssaryfatdhis @#ly stage and
consultation and feedback would come after more specific plans were developed.

C2ftft26Ay3 (K SJangstol cyslitatioN:thd&l$ we® Employed, including an Expo at
Rockdale Town &ll on 8 December 2005, which attracted 290 participa®tse interviewer
employed forthe public consultatiorexercisesummed up themixedfeedback asWost people |
spoke with were bdt uneasy and a little excited by the visiof®

Initial public andcommercial interest seemed strongith 43 formal registrations being lodged by
representatives of the maritime industry, finance sector, development industry and consulting firms
for an ndustry briefing in Cook Park, which attract®@ representativesPulic interest is valuable,

but commercial viability and a willingness to invest is more important, aecetonomiclimatewas

not considered conducive to the ambitious plan

Furthermole, whenthe callfor Expressions of Intere$EOIWwas launched on 22 July 2Q0@th
submissions closing on 21 November 20f1y twowere submitted Neither ofthem met the

selection criteria and were therefore rejected. Portberg Properties PTY LTD concept, developed by
the architectural firm Marchese Partners, included a striking, gleamintewhulti-layered pier,
sweeping in a curve out into the bay, withjadent marina, tourist water park, retail and commercial
development®*® Watpac Propertylesigneda yacht club, with retail, commercial and residential
developments, ferry stop and shopseltwo curvedarms of the jetty eircleda maring providing
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a haverfor the moored boatsThedistinctive @mmercial development boasted a roafggestive of
the sails of a yachgr the wings of a white birdgaching for the sky®’ Both proposals were
impressive, but nortompliantwith localbuildingand developmentregulations

Consequently, the reporecommended hat the Department of Landshouldbe requestedo make
provision for inclusion of a pier and marina as a permissible development in the Cook Park Plan of
Management while council would develop the plan further in readiness for implementation when
the ecanomy recovered®s®

This ambitious plan was thwarted by divided public opinion, and coapp#rentlyabandoned the
marinaconcept in 2010.

In 2015 Rockdale Counadvisited the idea of a complete redevelopment of the buildings fronting
The Grand Paraden h flashback to thglorydays ofBrighton as a seaside resort accesseday
Street steam tramshey audaciously proposed bring in the tourists byunninga tram from Wolli
Creek, along The Grand Paralb®ping back to Rockdale Statiand Wolli Ceek Station Big ideas
need big money and it was unrealistic to think that #tate government would finance this portion
of the plan when there were so many otherajor infrastructure projectin the system.

Head of the developer lobby group Urban Taske,former government architecChris Johnsan
compared the potential of the the area to the French Riviera. He foresa@vs8ory apartments
lining The Grand Pada; 10,000 dwellings constructed over the next 20 years, with cafes,
restaurants pier, mama, and swimming pools in the style of théstoric seasiddathing pavilions.
The idea hinged on closure of The Grand Parade to thrinadfic and the implementdon of the
controversial F6 extensionithin the green corridor that runs parallel to theehch *° Politicians
have been promoting the F6 concept for decades, including State PrbiicieiGreinewho declared
iN2007,G ¢ K G | NBIF 2 F blasgi8 if ydStaké cdutRhe thip@yllttafc on The Grand
Paradeg 3¢°

Not all of the councilloragreed with the planCoundllor Hannaprotested,dt was an abysmal
failure last time aroundThe more | peer into this the more | shudder to think®!

Back in 208, councilhad originallysought Expressions of Interest (EOI) from companies,

With the necessar vision, resources and experience in creating a marina, tourist
development and recreational precinct that would strengthen BrighteSands as a highly
sought burism and recreation destinatiof.

Thecomparies hadsubmitted proposad for non-compliantdevelopment, rendering it impossible for
council to recommend a potential developer to the NSW State Governriféiithe project had been
deemed unviableBy 2015, @ much time had elapsed since the E®@ére submitted that a

complete reworking ofhe proposakwould berequired, and it was unlikely that the firms had
retained an interest in the project over such an extended period

In June 2015 councillors resolvedapproach the NSVRate Government to ascertain their interest
inthe ideg as implementdbn of a plan of this scale would necessitate their approvlaé matter
was thus held in abeyance for an unspecified period and remains unfulfilled t$day.
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Grand Pines Toust Park

The Grand Pines Caravan Park at Ramsgasaucked away behindhe Grand Parade, at number
289, with avehicularentrance around the corner at 112 Alfred StreEhe 7,429.5msite was
irregular in shape, comprising a central megjular portion with regular lots either sidionting

both 40 m of vehicular access to AlfrBtteet and 13.46 m of pedestrian access to The Grand
Paradelt featured a second plotfdandon the southern edge at 29bhe Grand Parade&vhich had
formerly been apetrol service station. Residential housing filled the area between 289 and 295.

The busiess owner was Ramsgate Beach Caravan Park Pty Ltd, which registered as a company in
1958 owned by Albert and Caroline Wel Popular with both tourists andstpermanent residents
since thdlate 1950s the parkoffered accommodation ir83 onsite cabins12 caravan/camper sites

and 20 caravan siteand hexpensive access to the pleasures of the seaditle park @dvertising
promotedits proximity to swimming pools, sailing, picnic areas and fresh sea air

It also briefly housed one of our most famougcketing sportsmen. Fast bowler Glenn McGrath

(b.1970) lived at the Ramsgate caravan park for 13 months when he first arrivednaySyithe

young19year2 f R 602& FNBY bl NNRYAYSQa .| O16lG§SNI/ NARO]S
District CrickeClub by Steve Rixon, after Doug Walters had seen him play in an exhibition country

match in Parkes.

Following an earnest discussiaith his mum on the practicalities and financial implications of
taking up the offer, Glenn and his mother purchased awan, which his mother set up in Ramsgate
ready for his arrival in the big smoKehe choice was an economic g it only cost $18er night,

but also a practical one in that it was the rpdint between his Caringbah Oval training ground and
the StateBank at Hurstville, where Glenn had arranged a transfer for his job as a banktelias.a
lonely life, coming hom&om the camamaderie ofthe workplace andhe cricket pitchto a solitary

walk along the beagtprior to retiring tohis cosy van each ering to cook a snplemeal

In his biography, Glenn asserted,

W2 KFG 1SLIG YS 3F2Ay 3 Rdz2NARyYy3I (wwaSher to NI& crickety S&a g | 2
and | had that dream to play for Australia

His time in Ramsgate built his mental stamiH#&persistence, talent and hard work paid off. The
rest as they say, is historjp> 366

Many lovers of the great outdoors viewed with dismay the rampant development taking place up

and down the coast of NSW, with the consequess of familyfriendly, inexgnsive holiday

campsites. Echoing their sentiments, John Osbourne of the CamperaodiElotorhome Club

fIrYSYGSR AY wnnpzZ aLiQa 3I2Ay3 (G2 6S I &FR RI& 4K
coasté 3¢’

Developers were eager to snap up this pléss piece of vacation landfter 47 years of operation,

the Weirs were nearing teement andeager to sé. @nsequently Strata Development Pty Ltd
lodged a development applicatigidA)with Rockdale Council on 4 April 2005, proposing demolition
of the caravan park and requesting-zening to facilitate housingonstruction.

After consideration by the Design Review Paoelipled with a public forumit was initially rejected.
Albert Weir presentedhe case for the caravan paiik, personat the cound on December 7
December 2005, with local resident EdwarditBrobjecting. AdditionallyRockdale Council received
87individual submissions and three separate petitions containing 88 signatppesingthe
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redevelopment for a variety of reasons inclngiparking problems, loss of privacy, noise,
overshadowing,dss of mature trees and the adverse effect on local tourism.

The proposal was to build 54 dwellings on the site, consisting of 4 villas, 20 townhouses, and two
three-story buildings each with 1&nits. The park was partially zoned for low density residénti
housing and partially for villas and townhouses. Although existing zoning did not allow for this type
of construction,t was claimed thaexisting land use rights superseded the zorffiqRamgate
BeachCaravanPark Pty Ltd sold the caravan paror $7,020,000 in November 2007° The former
ownersvoluntarily liquidated their company in December 2008 and it desegistered inMarch

20009.

The sitewas soldbut experienced a temporary repriefeom demolition. However, #th Sydney land
prices skyrocketig, particularly for housing near the waterfront, its fate was inevitalsiduly 2008
BaruaPty Ltd(a company established in 1978Ysubmitted another DA to coungihalving the
number of propertiedy dropping the idea of constructing unit blocR$ey equesed permission to
subdivide the grounds into 22 strata titles, abdild nineteen 3bedroom townhouses, a three
bedroom villa and a twatorey attached dual occupanagach with 3 bedroom<Councillors
supported the application 11 to 3, under conditions imposed Bf-page document.37* 372

Barua revised its plans in 20Xdgctionallyincreasing the strata sufivisionto 26 lots in the Alfred
Street section of the park. They now wishedctmstruct 23 townhouses, a single storey villa
attached dual occupancy amploundlevd car parking Anthony Betros presented their case, and
councilwaswilling tosupportthe revision, although ivas not compliant with th&kockdale Local
Environmental Plan 2008vhich would require a variation. The plan was approfwith councillors
voting 13 to 1) provided one townhouse was replaced with open spaté.

The NSW government was concerned that local councils were obstructing the construction of
essential infrastructureTheEnvironmental Planning and Assessment Act Md@9 seen to be
complex andfocused on the approval process rather the achievement of positive outcomes for
building major projectsThey enacted the Infrastructure NSW Act 2011, with the object;

Wo secure the efficient, effective, economic and timely planningombnation, selection,
funding, implementation, delivery and whetd-lifecycle asset management of
infrastructure that is required for the economic and social vieeling of the communitgp*C?

I WdzZ @ HamHI GKS 3F20SNYYSyYyld NBEduBWaleSiReeWPapeAS g t |y
White Paper wasbeing preparedvhose approachwaf) ¥ 2 Odza a8 SR 2y FLFOAt AGF GAy 3
employment growth of the state in an environmentally and socially sustainable mgboepled

with the formation of Regional Plannifanelsand Independent Hearing and Assessment Panels.

New planning laws were being drawn W% There was talk of the NSW Government acquithey

power to override council objections for largeale projectsPerhaps this inspired Baruaadolder

visionfor their project.

In October 2012 Barua Pty Ladainsubmitted plans to Rockdale Council fasubstantially
increased development wort$i11.8 million It consised of 52 townhouse and duplex homes, with
70 basement car parking spaces. Their spokesiBagend Sanhuezaargued that it was well under
the allowed floorspace ratio and local streets would experience significantly less impact from
residentialtraffic thanfrom the caravan parR & O dzaLibcal¥sSdedisstill disagreedcitingthe
same conerns & before,over loss of privacy, traffic flow and parkint®
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The following year Anthony Betros presented a case to the council in a public,fertima revised
plan todemolish the caravan park structures and construstratatownhousedevelopment
contaning 51 dwellings witim alandscagd setting, withbasement carparking for 70 vehicles
Finally, the motion was unanimously approyedth twice the number of townhouses that Barua
had initially proposed to buildronically, this was similar number ofiwellingsto the unsuccessful
Strata Development Pty Lfdevelopment Application in 200577

¢CKS dzy OSNIFAyGe 2% (K Ki 2S0eNIWKEIG BLSHF NGRS gNdeagdaNIy y 3
reflected in the lack of investment and diee inits recreational facilities. Although the cabins and

amenities blocks were cleany Ithis time the once delightful and populgrark waslookingbattered,

old and tired. There were me of the usuafacilities such as BBQ@gmesrooms inflatablebouncing

pillow, kiosk or pool, nothe type oforganisedactivities expected ii 2 Rl @ Qa Q@&avdnlSG A G A @S
parkmarket Despite this, some were sad to see it go, as they remembered many pleasant holidays

by the bay 378 By the end of November 2018 handiil of tourists catinued to rent the aging

cabins, buthe developers had already placed signagethe site advertisinguxuryapartmentsfor

sale off the plan®"®

The tourist park site wasltimately divided intothree properties.Today, he site 0f289 The Grand
Paradeboastsan ultramodern two-story glass and concrete house which sold in 2017 for $2.5

million. 38 Number295has disappeared, to be replaced by 4 contemporary townhouses, numbered

294, 294A, 296 and 296Fne Grand Paradevhich today a worth between $ $1.8 million each.

%81 The remainder of The Grand Pines sileekapartments set in beautifully landscaped grounds

accessed from 112 Alfred Streetnted for around $700 per week in 2018. Clearly there was much

more money to be mad&om property investmet thaninrunning y S 2F { @Ry SeéQa f I ad
caravan parg. 382383
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Conclusion

The Grand Parade was unplanned road, createoly property developers as a series of disjointed
access roads to the newly openkds of residential landh southern Sydney ithe late 19" century

and the early part of the 20century. The road originally connected a series of housing subdivision
developments along the bay, which have significantly changed in character instloe@diry, from
plots of land with single bungalv dwellings, to high rise apartments which allovetisands of

people to enjoy sea views and the delights of the beach.

Pioneering work by entrepreneur Thomas Saywell, and the investment of land speculation
companiesresulted in a lucrative souraaf income for the early hospitality providers, through the
promotion of The Grand Parade agateway to the pleasures of tiidotany Bageaside attracting
thousands of bathergjay-trippersand hotel guests.

In recent years the area has declined as a holiday dsstim as it experiences a change in

demographics. WAt S GKS b2@20St | 20St 3 BrightodHot8l, offeksi S 2 F ({0 K
accommodation for leisure travellers, it conducts a significant percentage of its business in the

business and eventsarkets, known collectively in the industry as MIG@BVeetings, Incentives,

Conferences, Exhibitions and Events. There is no longéowheostalternative of family campingy

the beachsince the Grand Pines Tourist Park closure.

The recreational fadgtles along The Grand Parade are popular, but ugadarily by local residents,
particularly on the weekends. However, the leispedterns of Sydneysiders have significantly
changed since the early 2@entury,prompted bygreater mobility, increased siposable income

and the availability of an enormousriety of entertainment options. While Bondi Beach may attract
thousands of locals and tourists to the surf beaches, the thought of 10,000 people arriving by public
transport, to swim at a single swimngjrpool on a sunny summer weekend, seems inconceivabl
today, yet was a common feature along The Grand Parade of the 1930s.

With tourism perceived as a desirable, key economic dynamo in SyBagside Council would like
to reversethe tourism declingrestoring Brighton to its 1930s seaside resoeyday wih a 2!
century twist,as can be seen in plans such as thfatkd Destinations Rockdale planning proposal.

With significant business investment and a simplified planning procedureyi be possild to lure
domestic touristr the business trad Botany Bay, buinternationalvisitors with their blinkered
vision of Sydney Harbour as their sole destinatame unlikdy to be attracted to the suburbs.
Sundaytrippers in times past may have beeiillimg to catch a train and a tram or bus to Botany
Bay, butoverseaisitors would not view the public transport options to reach beaches along The
Grand Parade as either easy or swift. Ultimately, Lady Rokériseach lacks the glamour and
internationalstanding of Bondi Beach.

Additionally, from examina&bn of council meeting minutes and planning documentation presented
to both Rockdale and Baysideuncik during the last few decades, it is clear that nothing is simple
when invesingin tourism property It is an extremely expensive, frustratiigngthyand complex
bureaucratigprocessThis could deter infrastructure investment in the area.

The provision of bathing facilities has shifted from private ownership in the days of Saywell and
Pemberton, to piblic swimming enclosures and free facilities preddy Bayside Coundihdeed,
there is a general expectation by the populace that councils should provide such facilities free of
charge, beautify the promenade area and provide picnic areas, pathwaysyateways open to all.
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The Grand Parade has been the site of decades of heritage battles over the fate of the Saywell
Terraces, and the historic Norfdklandand Cook Pines which line the promenade in Cook Féuek.
pines have been the lone constanttare of The Grand Paradénce the 18 century, yet bcal
residentswho jealously guard the heritage and beauty of the area will need continue to monitor
development to ensure that money does not speak louder than local amenity.

The road started as a ditrack, frequently overome by sand drifts, and progressively asphalted as
road transport became more sophisticatethe Grand Parade hasolved intoa traffic nightmare in
peak periods, as it functions as a thoroughfare south over the Georges River Sutherland Shire,
andis used daily by commuters between southern subuthe airportand the city. Whilst this
conceptof a road to the southvas a desirable outcome piworld War 1, neone then could have
envisaged the gridlock this would produceaigity ofmore than5 milion people in a state withb.6
million registered motor vehicle$®*and where46% of households in Greater Sydneyéaccess to
two or more motor vehicles®® It remains to be seen whethé¢he state government will proceed
with the F6 extension, or if st a diversion will have a significant effecttbe traffic flowing along
The Grand Parade.

Bayside Coundiaces an ongoing challenge ¢atice significanttourismand recreational
development in the area and reverse the tren8ydney is changg rapidly in unexpectedays,
particularlyon the north side of Botany Bay in the Bayside Council area. Perhaps it is unraatistic
undesirableto expect to turn back the clock torase-coloured dreanof yesteyears in Brighton

and The Grand Parade eds a radical newverardingvision rather than the piecemeal
development which characterised its early dagmly time will tell.
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Appendix

The Grand Parade in 2019
Scots College campus at Primrose House,
which opened in 2018. The original Scotts
Colege was locatedonth@ A 1S 2F (2RI &
Novotel Hotel

RamsgatdBathsat the corner of

Ramsgate Road and The Grand Parade,
2LII2aA0S GKS F2NX¥SNItSYo
site, no longer has a sandy beach.

Ramsgate Lifesaving Hall
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