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MEETING NOTICE 
 

The Extraordinary Meeting of 
Bayside Council 

will be held in the Rockdale Town Hall, Auditorium 
448 Princes Highway, Rockdale  

on Wednesday 25 September 2019 at 7:00 pm. 
 

 
AGENDAC ontents 

 

1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

2 OPENING PRAYER 

3 APOLOGIES 

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST   

5 MAYORAL MINUTES  

6 PUBLIC FORUM 

Members of the public, who have applied to speak at the meeting, will be invited to 
address the meeting. 

Any item the subject of the Public Forum will be brought forward and considered after 
the conclusion of the speakers for that item. 

7 REPORTS 

7.1 Election of the Mayor - Method of Voting ......................................................... 2 

7.2 Election of the Deputy Mayor - Voting Method ............................................... 13 

7.3 Election of Mayor ........................................................................................... 24 

7.4 Election of Deputy Mayor ............................................................................... 27     
 

 

The meeting will be video recorded and live streamed to the community via Council’s 
Facebook page, in accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
 
 
Meredith Wallace 
General Manager 
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7  R eports  

7.1 El ecti on of the M ayor  - Method of Voti ng 

 

Extraordinary Council Meeting 11/09/2019 

Item No 7.1 

Subject Election of the Mayor - Method of Voting 

Report by Fausto Sut, Manager Governance & Risk  

File SF19/1316 
  

 

Summary 
 
Councils that held delayed ordinary elections or first elections (following the creation of a new 
council) in September 2017 are required to hold their next mayoral elections in September 
2019 if their mayor is elected by councillors. Council must now must elect a Mayor from 
among their numbers for the remaining term of this Council i.e. to September 2020. The 
election process is governed by the Local Government Act and its Regulation. Prior to the 
election taking place, Council must determine whether the method of voting for electing the 
Mayor is to be by way of open voting, ordinary ballot or preferential ballot. 
 
 

Officer Recommendation 
 
That Council considers the method of voting for the Mayor. 
 
 

Background 
 
Section 225 and 227 of the Local Government Act 1993 (LGA) provide that an area must 
have a Mayor who is elected by the Councillors of the area.   
 
The process for electing the Mayor must be in accordance with the legislative requirements 
being the process contained within both the LGA and Schedule 7, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005. 
 
The Regulation requires for cases where there is more than one (1) Councillor nominating for 
the position of the Mayor, that the Council resolves as to the method of voting for the election 
of the Mayor. The Regulation provides three options in relation to the method of voting and 
they are: 

 Open voting (which is by a show of hands) 

 Ordinary ballot  (which is a secret ballot and a formal vote requiring an “X” to be placed 
against the candidate of the voters choice) 

 Preferential ballot (which is a secret ballot but a formal vote requires the voter to place a 
number starting from 1 (and then 2, 3 etc.) against each candidate in the order of voter 
preference 

 
To assist Councillors, the attached Fact Sheet, ‘Election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor by 
Councillors’ has been issued by the Office of Local Government. It advocates the Open 
Voting method as being the most transparent and least bureaucratic method of voting at 
Council meetings. It allows the community to see and understand the voting that has 
occurred. A copy of Schedule 7 is also attached. 
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Council will need to determine a method of voting for the election of the Mayor from the three 
options available to it. 
 

 

Financial Implications 
 
Not applicable ☒  

Included in existing approved budget ☐  

Additional funds required ☐  

 

 

Community Engagement 
 
Not applicable 
 
 

Attachments 
 
1 Mayoral elections - OLG Fact Sheet - September 2018 ⇩   
 
2 Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 - Schedule 7 ⇩    
 



Extraordinary Council Meeting 11/09/2019 

 

Item 7.1 – Attachment 1 4 
 

Mayor al elec tions - OLG Fact Sheet - September 2018 
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Local Gover nment ( General) R egulation 2005 - Schedul e 7 

 
  



Extraordinary Council Meeting 11/09/2019 

 

Item 7.1 – Attachment 2 11 
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7.2 El ecti on of the D eputy Mayor - Voting M ethod 
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Item No 7.2 

Subject Election of the Deputy Mayor - Voting Method 

Report by Fausto Sut, Manager Governance & Risk  

File SF19/1316 
  

 

Summary 
 
The Council may elect a Councillor to be the Deputy Mayor. If so, it is required to determine 
whether the term of office is similar to that of the Mayoral term or a shorter term. The Mayoral 
term is to September 2020. The election process is governed by the Local Government 
(General) Regulations, however Council would need to determine whether the election is to 
be conducted by the open voting method, ordinary ballot, or preferential ballot.  
 
 

Officer Recommendation 
 
1 That the Council determines whether it wishes to elect a Councillor to the position of 

Deputy Mayor and if so, whether the term of the appointment will be for the Mayoral 
term or a shorter term. 

2 That the Council resolves (if necessary) whether the election is to be conducted by the 
open voting, ordinary ballot, or preferential ballot method. 

 
 

Background 
 
Section 231 of the Local Government Act 1993 (LGA) provides: 

1 The Councillors may elect a person from among their number to be the Deputy Mayor. 

2 The person may be elected for the Mayoral term or shorter term.  

3 The Deputy Mayor may exercise any function of the Mayor at the request of the Mayor 
or if the Mayor is prevented by illness, absence or otherwise from exercising a function 
under this section, or if there is a casual vacancy in the office of the Mayor. 

4 The Councillors may elect a person among their number to act as Deputy Mayor if the 
Deputy Mayor is prevented by illness, absence or otherwise from exercising a function 
under this section, or if no Deputy Mayor has been elected. 

 
Accordingly, should Council determine that there will be a Deputy Mayor, then Council will 
need to determine the term for that position, in this case up to a maximum of one year being 
the term of the Mayor. 
 
The process of electing the Deputy Mayor is similar to that for the election of Mayor, 
described in Schedule 7 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005.  
 
In accordance with the Regulation, Council would need to determine the method of voting to 
elect the Deputy Mayor in case there is more than one candidate.  
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There are three options in relation to the method of voting and they are: 

 Open voting (which is by a show of hands). 

 Ordinary ballot (which is a secret ballot and a formal vote requires an “X” to be placed 
against the candidate of the voters choice). 

 Preferential ballot (which is a secret ballot but a formal vote requires the voter to place a 
number starting from 1 (and then 2, 3 etc) against each candidate in the order of voter 
preference. 

 
The attached Fact Sheet, ‘Election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor by Councillors’ issued by the 
Office of Local Government advocates for the Open Voting method as being the most 
transparent least bureaucratic method of voting at Council meetings. It allows the community 
to see and understand the voting that has occurred.  
 
It is proposed that Council follows the process for electing the Deputy Mayor in accordance 
with the legislative requirements being the process contained within both the LGA and 
Schedule 7, Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 also attached. 
 

 

Financial Implications 
 
Not applicable ☒  

Included in existing approved budget ☐  

Additional funds required ☐  

 

 

Community Engagement 
 
Not applicable 
 
 

Attachments 
 
1 Mayoral elections - OLG Fact Sheet - September 2018 ⇩   
 
2 Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 - Schedule 7 ⇩    
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Mayor al elec tions - OLG Fact Sheet - September 2018 
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Extraordinary Council Meeting 25/09/2019 

 

Item 7.2 – Attachment 1 17 
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Item 7.2 – Attachment 2 21 
 

Local Gover nment ( General) R egulation 2005 - Schedul e 7 
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7.3 El ecti on of M ayor 
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Item No 7.3 

Subject Election of Mayor  

Report by Fausto Sut, Manager Governance & Risk  

File SF19/1316 
  

 

Summary 
 
Section 227 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to elect from among their 
number a person to the Office of Mayor.  The process for election of Mayor by Councillors is 
set out in Clause 394 and Schedule 7 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. 
 
 

Officer Recommendation 
 
That the Council elects the Mayor for the remaining term of Council ie to September 2020 in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and Schedule 7, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and by the voting method as previously determined by the 
Council at this meeting. 

 

Background 
 
Section 225 and 227 of the Local Government Act 1993 (LGA) provide that an area must 
have a Mayor who is elected by the Councillors of the area. In accordance with Section 230 
of the LGA, the Mayor, in this instance, so elected holds the position until the next local 
government elections. 
 
Schedule 7 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and the Office of Local 
Government’s Fact Sheet, ‘Election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor by Councillors’ outlines the 
process for the election including the nomination of candidates, election of Councillors and 
method of voting amongst other procedural requirements. 
 
It should be specifically noted that: 

 The General Manager (or nominee) is the Returning Officer. 

 Nominations have to be in writing by two (2) or more Councillors and the nominee has to 
indicate consent to the nomination in writing. (Nomination form attached) 

 Tied votes are decided by choosing by lot. 
 
A previous report to this Council meeting recommended that the Council resolves as to 
whether the Mayoral election is to be conducted by open voting (that is, by show of hands), 
by ordinary ballot (that is, secret ballot) or by preferential ballot. 
 
It is proposed that Council follows the process for electing the Mayor in accordance with the 
legislative requirements being the process contained within both the LGA and Schedule 7, 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and the previous decision of Council at this 
meeting regarding the method of voting. 
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Financial Implications 
 
Not applicable ☒  

 

 

Community Engagement 
 
Not applicable 
 
 

Attachments 
 
Nomination form - Mayor 2019 ⇩    
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Nominati on for m -  Mayor 2019 

 
 
 
 
 

Nomination Form 

Mayor 
 
 
 
We, Councillor  

 Signed  

 
 and 
 
  
 Councillor  

 Signed 

 
 
 

hereby nominate: 
  

 Councillor  

 
 

for the Office of : Mayor 

 
 
 
I accept the nomination: 
 
 Councillor  

 Signed 
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7.4 El ecti on of D eputy Mayor 
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Item No 7.4 

Subject Election of Deputy Mayor 

Report by Fausto Sut, Manager Governance & Risk  

File SF19/1316 
  

 

Summary 
 
Section 231 of the Local Government Act 1993 empowers the Council to elect a Deputy 
Mayor if it so desires. The process for election of Deputy Mayor by Councillors is set out in 
Schedule 7 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. Council would need to 
determine the method of voting to elect the Deputy Mayor, if it has not already done so by a 
previous report.  
 
 

Officer Recommendation 
 
That any election of the Deputy Mayor be conducted in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1993 and Schedule 7, Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and by 
the method of voting as determined by the Council. 

 

Background 
 
The process of electing the Deputy Mayor is similar to that for the election of Mayor, 
described in Schedule 7 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and in the 
Office of Local Government’s Fact Sheet, ‘Election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor by 
Councillors’. 
 
Should there be an election process, Council would have to decide the method of voting for 
the position of Deputy Mayor. Accordingly it is proposed that Council follows the process for 
electing the Deputy Mayor in accordance with the legislative requirements being the process 
contained within both the LGA and Schedule 7, Local Government (General) Regulation 
2005 and the previous decision on the method of voting. 
 
A nomination form is attached. 
 

 

Financial Implications 
 
Not applicable ☒  

 

 

Community Engagement 
 
Not applicable 
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Attachments 
 
Nomination form - Deputy Mayor 2019 ⇩    
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Nominati on for m -  Deputy M ayor 2019 

 
 
 
 
 

Nomination Form 

Deputy Mayor 
 
 
 
 
We,  

Councillor Signed  

and 

Councillor Signed  

 
hereby nominate: 
  
Councillor  

 

for the Office of : Deputy Mayor 
 

 

 
 
I accept the nomination: 
 
 
Councillor Signed  
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